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ABSTRACT

Problem

The major purpose of this study was to examine the present rela
tive attitudes of church members and supporters, clergy/religious and
laity, toward Catholic education in the Diocese of Bismarck, North
Dakota so that the results of this research might permit appropriate
recommendations for future action in regard to present programs and
future alternatives.

The objective, in general, was to answer the

following question:

What are the attitudes of priests/religious and

lay people toward:

(1) Catholic education in general, (2) Retrench

ment and alternatives,

(3) Selection of a Catholic school and (4)

Strengths and weaknesses of Catholic schools by total groups and by
groups divided according to age.

Procedures
The population from which the sample was taken consisted of
the following groups:
1.

All priests of the Diocese of Bismarck including pastors,

associate pastors, and all in special assignments such as institutional
chaplains.
2.

All the sisters serving in any capacity in the diocese

including those in education, health care, social service, home serv
ice and pastoral work.
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3.

A select group of lay people from 30 parishes in the Diocese

of Bismarck, 10 large (300 or more families)., 10 medium (100-300 fam
ilies) , and 10 small (50-100 families).

Parishes were chosen to give

the Best geographical representation possible in the 34,268 square mile
area of the diocese.
Alternatives in Catholic Education, published by the Catholic
Education Research Bureau of Boston College, was used to gather the
data.

The questionnaire has six sections:

Part I— Demographic

information, Part II— General issues related to the Church and school,
Part III— Future alternatives, Part IV— The relative importance of
Catholic education for the various age and grade levels, Part V—
Reason for choosing a Catholic school and Part VI— Perceived strengths
and weaknesses of Catholic education.
Two thousand one hundred and nine questionnaires were distrib
uted and 1151 were returned in usable form, providing a 54.5 per cent
return.

The statistical techniques used in the analysis of the data

included chi square and the computation of raw data to means and per
cents.

Results and Conclusions
The findings of this study support the following general con
clusions:
1.

The majority of clergy/religious and lay people indicated

belief in the basic soundness of present programs and agreed on the
unique character and contribution of Catholic education to the plural
ism of American education in the Diocese of Bismarck.

x

2.

Clergy/religious and lay people felt that the support of

Catholic education was the duty of all church members.

The preferred

approach, however, was by voluntary contributions rather than by a
diocesan education tax based on ability to pay.
3.

Tuition costs on the high school level should be in line

with per pupil costs.
4.

The clergy/religious generally approved financial support

for Catholic higher education, although the laity did not.
5.

Clergy/religious and laity both indicated strong support

for some form of government aid to Catholic schools.
6.

Funds from a diocesan educational fund drive should be used

to help finance Catholic college and university scholarships.

This

position was approved by a majority of clergy/religious and by a smaller
proportion of the laity.
7.

Program cut backs are a reluctant alternative.

If retrench

ment is necessary the lay people were more in favor of closing high
school grades before the elementary ones and especially the primary
grades (1-4).

Both groups opposed closing grades 10-12 and converting

present high schools to junior high schools.
8.

Ecumenical religious education centers or religious educa

tion centers sponsored by Catholics alone were suggested as possible
future options if school or grade closings are necessary.

These pro

posals received general approval by both groups.
9.

Shared time programs were not viewed with much enthusiasm

by either group.
10.

Fifty-two per cent of the lay people and 35 per cent of the

clergy/religious felt that Catholic elementary and secondary schools
xi

should not Be drastically changed, But should continue in their present
form.
11.

Support for Catholic education is stronger among older

clergy/religious and lay people and weaker among the younger members
of Both groups.
12.

Parents are more likely to choose a Catholic school for

their children if they attended one.

They expect a religious and moral

atmosphere in the school and stress on teaching moral values.

They

expect prayer to Be a part of the school day and Mass to be offered on
school days.

They expect the children will Be taught self-discipline

Balanced with personal freedom and responsibility in their lives.
Finally, they expect the Catholic school to provide quality education.
The data reveal that respondents felt the public school was
doing a Better job for slow learners.

They felt Catholic and public

schools are about the same in such areas as:

Physical education pro

gram, development of good citizenship, development of interest in and
eagerness for learning, sensitizing students to the problems and view
of minorities, job preparation, teaching students to think for them
selves, developing a love for books and the quality of the physical
condition of the school plant.
Respondents felt that Catholic schools are doing a better job
than the public schools in these areas:

Development of proper attitudes

toward such social problems as war, poverty and race relations, the qual
ity of guidance and counseling services, teaching honesty and truthful
ness, the preparation of young people for marriage and family life, the
development of respect for persons and property and the teaching of
self-discipline.
xii

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A widely publicized crisis in both. public and private education
has been growing in intensity for several years.

It is largely, though

by no means exclusively, an economic crisis whose parameters include
spiraling operating costs for goods, services and personnel.
Bartell spoke bluntly of the problems of Catholic education in
1963, and conditions have grown more serious since then:
The challenge that faces the Catholic schools today, however,
is once again that of survival. To paraphrase the statement
of Bishop Kenrick in 1850, teachers of a religious character
are still not easily had, and schoolhouses are still wanting.
Now, however, the problem of survival is related to the very
magnitude of existing operations, to the magnitude of the
resources of the Catholic community consumed in the process
(Bartell, 1963, p. 1A).
Neil McCluskey wrote perceptively five years later:
Every parent and taxpayer in the United States is aware that
the nation’s school bill is rising every year. This is not
simply a matter of inflation nor of a larger population. A
good part of the increased cost of educating a child today
is explained by new and Improved services that the contem
porary school is expected to provide its clientele
(McCluskey, 1968, p. 139).
And then, speaking particularly of the Catholic school situation, he
says:
Meanwhile, the price tag on Catholic schooling has been rising,
in large measure due to salary costs. It is not a question
merely of the fast-rising proportion of lay men and women on
the faculties but almost as much of the heavier expense of
training and supporting religious and priest teachers. More
over, the Catholic schools are expected to maintain at least
the same level of excellence as the public schools— and excel
lence is costly. So arises the serious question of public
1
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support without which the future of parochial schools, at
least as we know them today, is very uncertain (McCluskey,
1968, p. 141).
Other observers have commented on the growing crisis in Catholic
education in this country.

Writing in the July 22, 1972, issue of the

Saturday Review, Louis R. Gary and K. C. Cole said:
By now it has become an accepted fact of public life that
the nation's Catholic schools are in trouble. The reasons
are all too familiar. Costs are going up, enrollments are
going down, and Catholic schools are closing their doors at
the rate of one a day. Indeed, enrollments in the United
States Catholic elementary and secondary schools have
dropped 18 per cent in the last three years— and conserva
tive estimates predict they will drop another 42 per cent
by 1980 (Saturday Review, Gary and Cole, July 22, 1971,
p. 31).
Gary had been chairman of Cardinal Spellman's Committee on Edu
cational Research and consultant to President Nixon's Commission on
School Finance.

Cole, an associate education editor of the Saturday

Review had been editor of the New York Fleischmann Commission Report.
Their evaluation of the real reasons for the decline in enrollment and
a solution to the financial problems plaguing Catholic schools caused
them to suggest that these schools must re-group, consolidate and cut
their losses.

They ascribe the decline of the Catholic schools to the

following factors:

(1) Catholic parents, for many reasons, are choos

ing not to send their children to Catholic schools.

In 1962, for exam

ple, 50 per cent of the Catholic school age population were enrolled in
Catholic schools.

In 1972, however, the figure of those enrolled in

Catholic schools had dropped to 33 per cent of the total Catholic school
age population.

(2) The potential pool of Catholic school children is

rapidly declining because of a falling birth rate.

The birth rate has

fallen from 36 live births per 1,000 in 1955 to 23 live births per
1,000 in 1970 (Saturday Review, Gary and Cole, July 22, 1972, p. 31).
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Among reasons they give for this shift in attitudes of Catholic
parents are attractive physical facilities of public schools, ideologi
cal conflicts within the church itself, the loss of the distinctive
character given the Catholic school by the growing substitution of
lay teachers for nuns, priests and brothers in the classroom.
Gary and Cole warn that:
. . . not even substantial amounts of new Income from tuition,
contributions, or the government are going to help the Catholic
schools until church, leaders stop concentrating their efforts
on keeping schools open that will close in a few years anyway.
Instead of continuing to preserve buildings, church leaders
should begin to preserve the option of Catholic education
itself.
This means they must close inefficient schools, and con
solidate the system. The fact is, enrollment will drop 42
per cent this decade, whether or not new income is found.
The difference between the current policy of over-extension
and a policy of planned consolidation will determine whether
the Catholic school system will decline to half its present
size or will collapse completely.
Church leaders have not planned well for the future
(Saturday Review, Gary and Cole, July 22, 1972, p. 32).
For the Catholic Church, maintaining the largest system of non
public schools in this country and the world, the crisis has been espe
cially acute and the fact is that many of these schools have been forced
to close.

According to the Catholic Directory, there were 12,587 ele

mentary and secondary schools under Catholic auspices in the United
States with a total enrollment of 5,033,270 in 1969 (The Official
Directory, 1969, General Summary, p. 1).

The Directory for 1973

shows that the number of schools had dropped to 10,585, and the num
ber of students enrolled had dropped to 3,198,550 (The Official
Directory, 1973, General Summary, p. 1).
In the face of this massive retrenchment, it seems to be of
major importance to research the question with a view to understanding
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the attitudes toward Catholic education and the alternatives to present
patterns so that important decisions affecting the discharge of the
church's teaching mission and the common weal may not be left to
chance.

As McCluskey has said:

Catholic education in the decades ahead is going to have
to make some choices: each diocese, each congregation or
order will have to examine its resources and look at local
needs— and then determine how best service can be rendered
(McCluskey, 1968, p. 262).
Catholic parochial schools have been a part of Catholic life in
America for so long that many members cannot envision a church without
this vast system of schools.

In all too many parts of the United States,

especially during the period of time just prior to the Second Vatican
Council (1962-1965), Catholics assumed, also that their parochial
schools would have a very bright future because of the great number
of vocations to the religious communities of priests, brothers and
sisters who traditionally staffed these schools.

The present was an

important concern, a favorable future was envisioned and little sys
tematic thinking or planning was done to have alternatives available
should that future bring reverses instead.
arose.

Crises were met as they

J. Alfred Moroni, in commenting on a newly published account

ing manual for Catholic elementary and secondary schools wrote:
No educational leadership can afford to operate on a day-today management by crisis basis. . . . There is recognition
of the need that if Catholic education is to survive it must
be welded into one system which will make possible the maxi
mum use of resources to insure quality education in every
institution (Moroni, 1970, pp. 62-63).
Because of tradition and the strong endorsement of the official
church, Catholic schools were considered indispensable aids to the
church’s work of preaching the gospel if such schools were at all
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possible.

From the first Catholic school established by the Jesuits in

the colonies in 1640 at Newton, Maryland, and the first school of the
modern parochial school system, St. Mary's in Philadelphia in 1763,
there has been a special"commitment to Catholic education.

These early

efforts were strongly seconded by both the Second Plenary Council of
Baltimore in 1866 and the Third Plenary Council of Baltimore in 1884,
each of which had decreed similar stringent regulations for the estab
lishment of parochial schools in all parishes (Burns and Kohlbrenner,
1937, pp. 1-10).
Pope Pius XI, in his encyclical letter of December 31, 1929, to
the bishops and faithful of the Catholic world on the topic of the
Christian education of youth, had also stressed the value and impor
tance of the Catholic school.
We renew and confirm their declarations (i.e. of Pius IX
and Leo XIII), as well as the Sacred Canons in which the fre
quenting of non-Catholic schools, whether neutral or mixed,
those namely which are open to Catholics and non-Catholics
alike, is forbidden for Catholic children, and can be at
most tolerated, on the approval of the Ordinary alone, under
determined circumstances of place and time, and with special
precautions. Neither can Catholics admit that other type of
mixed school (least of all the so-called "ecole unique,"
obligatory on all), in xThich the students are provided with
separate religious instruction, but receive other lessons in
common XvdLth non-Catholic pupils from non-Catholic teachers
(Tracy, 1939, p. 60).
This position was somewhat modified by the "Declaration on
Christian Education" of the Second Vatican Council; but still the
importance and value of the Catholic schools was stressed.
As for Catholic parents, the Council calls to mind their
duty to entrust their children to Catholic schools, when and
where this is possible, to support such schools to the extent
of their ability, and to work along with them for the welfare
of their children (Abbot, 1966, p. 647).
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The general problems outlined above, which have plagued Catholic
education in this country in recent years, haye also been mirrored in
the Catholic educational experience in the Diocese of Bismarck in Wes
tern North Dakota.

The major crisis here is also defined largely in

terms of economics although this is by no means the only cause of the
decline.

In the last ten years, eight schools in the Diocese of Bis

marck have closed; and the number of religious teaching personnel has
declined sharply.
Current thought on the national level is urging consideration
of the maintenance of Catholic schools with an entirely lay staff if
necessary.

In the Diocese of Bismarck, St. Joseph's Elementary School

in Williston operates in this way, with a completely lay staff.

Two

questions arise when one considers operating the entire diocesan paro
chial school system with completely lay staffs.

One, can the Catholic

community fund such a vastly more expensive program since Catholic
schools are supported almost entirely by the free will offerings of
church members?

Second, can we expect our people to support Catholic

schools if they do not reflect the goals and philosophic objectives
espoused by the larger Catholic community?

In summary, can the

Catholic community afford an all lay-staffed school system and will
Catholics be willing to make the necessary financial sacrifices
required to support it.

Such a proposal does not differ in substance

from the traditional concept of the Catholic school and therefore will
not, strictly speaking, be viewed as an alternative.

It is an

intriguing question which will require further research both on the
national and local levels.

Only experience x^ill finally determine

the usefulness of this approach.

7

Statement of the Problem
It is the intent of this study to examine the attitudes of
clergy, religious and lay people xrho are closely associated with the
future of Catholic education.

This dissertation will focus on the

present relative attitudes of church members and supporters toward
Catholic education in the Diocese of Bismarck, North Dakota, so that
a solid basis in research might permit appropriate recommendations
for action in regard to present programs and future alternatives.
These recommendations could involve an evaluation of current thinking
about Catholic education, an analysis of some of the problems associ
ated with, any necessary school closings and the feasibility of future
alternatives in Catholic education.

The findings of this study may

also be of help to public school boards concerned xtfith possible sub
stantive shifts in enrollment from parochial to public schools, should
this happen, in any area of the Diocese of Bismarck.
Mary Perkins Ryan articulates the distress of those who see
retrenchment taking place without planning.

She writes:

"...

Catholic schools are too frequently closing in a haphazard fashion
which harms rather than in any way helps either of these Interrelated
efforts (i.e. public education and Catholic education" (Ryan, 1972,
p. 120).

Further, she states:

In any case, here and now planning Is needed that will
provide for the closing of the Catholic schools which are
to be closed, for whatever reason, in such a way as to
benefit rather than harm the educational effort of the
human community in which these schools have been operating
(Ryan, 1972, p. 122).
An attempt will be made to determine the directions the Roman
Catholic church in the Diocese of Bismarck should take in the
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fulfillment of its teaching mission.

The writer hopes to determine pre

sent relative attitudes of clergy/religious and lay people toward Cath
olic education and their preferences for such alternatives as dual
enrollment, released time, Catholic religious education centers, ecu
menical religious education centers, closing of selected grades and
forms of adult, family-centered education.

As its major thrust this

study seeks to answer the following question:
What are the attitudes of priests/religious and lay people
toward:

Catholic education in general, retrenchment and alterna

tives, attitudes tox^ard selection of a Catholic school, and strengths
and weaknesses of Catholic schools by total groups and by groups
divided according to age.

Delimitations of the Study
This study is limited to an analysis of the responses received
from clergy, religious (sisters/brothers) and laymen to the questionnaire
"Alternatives in Catholic Education" (Catholic Education Research Center,
Boston College, 1968) sent to a sample of lay church members in the
Diocese of Bismarck, North Dakota, and to all the priests and religious
officially attached to that Diocese.

Its conclusions, therefore, will

be generalized only to the Diocese of Bismarck.

Need and Purpose
In reyiewing the literature there appears to be no published
research regarding programs of Catholic education in the Diocese of
Bismarck.

It was concluded that attempting to analyze and evaluate

attitudes tox^ard present programs and possible future alternatives
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for Catholic education in the diocese would be helpful to those respon
sible for the direction of these programs.
The findings might have implications for public education if cut
backs in programs of Catholic parochial school education in the diocese
should need to be made.

Definition of Terms
Diocese.

An ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the Roman Catholic

Church presided over by a bishop.
See.

The seat of the power or authority of a bishop.

The word

can be used as a synonym for diocese.
Suffragan.
politan see.

Subject or subordinate to a metropolitan or a metro

A diocese which is part of an ecclesiastical or metro

politan province.
Bismarck, Diocese of.

An ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the

Roman Catholic Church, established by mandate of Pope Plus X on
December 31, 1909, which covers 34,268 square miles of western North
Dakota.

The Bismarck Diocese is a suffragan see of the Archdiocese

of St. Paul and Minneapolis and is a member of the metropolitan pro
vince of St. Paul and Minneapolis.
Bishop.

In the Roman Catholic Church a Bishop is the highest

rank of the sacrament of Holy Orders conferred on a cleric who, in
most instances, is given responsibility by the Pope for the govern
ance of a diocese.
Ordinary.

In the Roman Catholic Church an archdiocese is an

ecclesiastical jurisdiction presided over by an archbishop.

The arch

bishop has jurisdiction solely over his own archdiocese and enjoys a
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primary of honor only, over his fellow bishops in the ecclesiastical
province he heads.

An area may be designated as an archdiocese because

of its location or importance.

It may, in fact, be actually smaller

than a diocese in terms of territory, Catholic or general population.
Archbishop.

In the Roman Catholic Church an archbishop is the

highest rank of bishop.

In most instances, the archbishop is given

responsibility by the Pope for the governance of an archdiocese.
Metropolitan Province.

A geographic area in the jurisdictional

arrangement of the Roman Catholic Church which includes one archdiocese
and one or more dioceses which are called suffragan sees.

The estab

lishment of a metropolitan province is the sole responsibility of the
Pope as supreme head of the Church, although he always acts in accord
with the prudent judgments and recommendations of individuals in the
affected area.
Priest.

In the Roman Catholic Church, a clergyman ranking next

below the bishop in the hierarchy and authorized by him to administer
certain sacraments and perform the duties and responsibilities of a
clergyman in a particular assignment or parish.
Religious.

A person in the Roman Catholic Church who has joined

and been accepted into a community of men or women living a common life
under a common rule.
Sister.

In the Roman Catholic Church, a member of a female

religious community or order.
Brother.

In the Roman Catholic Church, a non-clerical member of

a religious order of men, living a common life under vow in community.
Religious Community/Order/Congregation.

In the Roman Catholic

Church, a group of religious— male or female— who have banded together
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to live in community, under a common rule, and who share, in many
instances, a common apostolate, e.g. teaching, nursing, social work,
etc.

In the place of the traditional garb which was distinctive to

a particular community, many religious now x^ear secular clothing with
another distinctive sign such as a pin, a cross, a ring, etc.

Also,

modern religious communities have greater flexibility in terms of the
apostolate and frequently have members in a variety of activities
which fill a perceived apostolic need at the time.
Second Vatican Council.

A world-xri.de meeting of Catholic bis

hops, originally called by Pope John XXIII and concluded by Pope Paul
VI, xdiich met at Rome betx<reen October 11, 1962, and December 8, 1965.
It had as its objective the renewal of the church to equip it more
effectively for meeting the challenges of the times.
Roman Catholic Parochial School. A Roman Catholic parochial
school is a private, denominational school supported in one or a com
bination of the following xjays:

(1) by a single parish; (2) by a

group of parishes; (3) by a religious community; (A) by a diocese.
The Catholic parochial schools in any diocese are united together
tightly or loosely depending on the diocese or archdiocese involved.

CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

While still rather limited, there is a growing body of litera
ture concerned with. Catholic educational programs and attitudinal vari
ables affecting goals of Catholic schools, the quality of their programs,
and the choices available regarding alternatives.

In order to show the

development of thought and research, it seemed appropriate to treat this
review chronologically rather than thematically.
Catholic Schools in Action (Neuwein, 1966) was the first .system
atic effort, in the wake of the Second Vatican Council, to review the
place of the Catholic schools in the light of the desires and expecta
tions of Catholic church members.

The survey presented a series of

thirty-one goals of Catholic education to a sample of more than 24,000
parents of children in grades 1, 8, and 12.

Respondents indicated that

they considered the most important goals to be to:
1.

teach children to know about God, Christ, and the Church

2.

train children in self-discipline and hard work

3.

have effective qualified sisters, priests, and brothers
as teachers.

The goals of least importance were to:
1.

teacher children to help others in foreign countries

2.

teach music and arts to the children

3.

give children Catholic friends and good example,
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The goals considered most important In the above list have
occurred frequently in the review of literature.

They appear to be

a relatively constant factor indicative of the values undergirding
parental and patronal attitudes toward the Catholic educational pro
gram on the elementary and secondary levels.
In terms of the perceived success In achieving these goals,
Neuwein's study showed that parents considered, among the most neces
sary, the goals of teaching the children to knot* about God and selfdiscipline, as well as training the children in the practice of their
faith.

Finally, the study Indicated that younger parents with more

extensive education and who have had a more specifically Catholic edu
cation were more demanding of results from the Catholic school system
than were parents with less extensive and less specifically Catholic
education.
Greeley and Rossi did not include in their well-known study,
The Education of Catholic Americans (1966), any reference to the atti
tudes of the sample population toward alternatives to traditional
Catholic educational programs.

This study revealed a greater criti

cism of Catholic schools among those in higher social strata.

How

ever, this finding contrasted sharply with the tendency of the members
of the liberal Catholic elite to average greater attendance at Catholic
schools among their own children.
In a survey of attitudes among Catholics in the Diocese of Port
land, Maine, the replies of more than 2,400 respondents clearly indi
cated that parental expectations concerning the Catholic school effort
centered squarely on religious values (The Attitudes of Greater Portland
Catholics Toward Catholic Education, Donovan, 1967).

Again, parents
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stressed their conviction that the presence on the faculty of sisters,
brothers, and priests and the opportunity for their children to be
exposed to a religious philosophy and value system x-ras what mattered
most to them.
Catholics of the Portland diocese approved the existing paro
chial elementary school system and indicated new high school construc
tion was a priority need.

Fifty-nine per cent of all those polled

indicated their belief in the need for the diocesan Catholic school
system.

This percentage dropped to 47 per cent, however, for respon

dents possessed of at least some college training.
A Self Study of the Sisters of Providence (Madaus and Fontes,
1967) was commissioned for a single religious community, the Sisters
of Providence, one of whose major apostolates has been the staffing of
Catholic parochial schools.

In the section of the study concerned x</ith

attitudes and values of a Catholic education, a large per cent (67) of
the sisters indicated, for example, that the "Development of a viable
Christian conscience" was more important than five other possible
choices.
In the Hadaus and Fontes (1967) and other early studies, a con
sensus emerges about patronal and parental expectations of the Catholic
educational effort.

The investment of time, money and personnel is war

ranted, in the opinion of those this system serves, not so much because
of the quality of instruction in secular subjects but purely and simply
because of the desire of church members to have a satisfactory means by
which to pass on to succeeding generations their spiritual heritage.
The Sisters of Providence ware asked, also, about glying up the
teaching of purely secular subjects such as English or mathematics and,
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instead, teaching only religion at religious education centers if this
alternative to the traditional school system were to materialize.

Only

18 per cent of the sisters polled indicated that they would like to
teach religion only.

This is the result of an increasing emphasis on

special preparation and training to teach religion.

In other words,

the formal teaching of religion in the classroom has become as special
ized in its own way as the teaching of any other academic discipline.
In terms of retrenchment, the sisters indicated their preference for
closing the elementary grades and college rather than the high school.
There have been two polls published in Newsweek magazine in
recent years concerning parental attitudes toward Catholic education.
The first was conducted by the Harris organization in 1967.

The poll

revealed that 56 per cent of all respondents chose to send their chil
dren to the Catholic elementary school rather than the public elemen
tary school giving the quality of education as the reason.

When only

college-educated respondents were categorized, that percentage dropped
to 47 per cent.

Forty-five per cent of the total population polled

favored sending their children to Catholic high schools rather than to
public high schools.

Of the college-educated respondents, 40 per cent

chose Catholic high schools and 16 per cent chose public high schools
for their children.

There was less support for Catholic education

among younger couples and those with college educations (Newsweek,
March 20, 1967, p. 68).
The second poll was taken by the Gallup organization in 1971
when the crisis In Catholic education had grown considerably more
serious.

The article pointed out that 11,350 Catholic elementary and

secondary schools in the United States closed in the summer of 1971
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and 800 of them did not reopen in the fall.

The prediction by the

National Catholic Education Association was that by 1975, 2.1 million
additional Catholic students would be in public school classrooms.
Edward Devenney, Public Relations Director for the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia, laconically summed up the pressure of the school crisis
when he said:

"The school issue is so predominant that it precludes

other things from happening here" (Newsweek, October 4, 1971, p. 83).
The Newsweek Gallup poll indicated that Catholics in 1971 were choos
ing Catholic schools by the following percentages for the following
reasons:

30 per cent because a better education is offered; 30 per

cent because of the discipline prevailing in the schools; and 7 per
cent for racial reasons.
At the time this poll was taken there was considerable discus
sion about the possibility of some sort of federal or state aid to
private schools.

The poll included, therefore, a question asking,

"If no government funds xj'ould be provided would you be willing to
spend more money to keep the Catholic schools operating."
to this question were:

Answers

Yes - 49 per cent; No - 38 per cent; and,

Don't know - 13 per cent (Newsweek, October 4, 1971, p. 84).
While there is a Research Division in the National Catholic
Educational Association, the Catholic church has not, in the past,
generally used the research approach in order to determine the views
of its members.

There are encouraging signs, however, that a grox>ring

awareness of the value of research is an important positive factor in
the process of decision making.
Phase I:

Study Report Dominican Sisters Congregation of St.

Catherine of Sienna, St. Catherine, Kentucky (Catholic Education
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Research Center, Boston College, 1969) was the first research to present
a series of alternatives to the Catholic parochial school program.

This

study of the Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine of Sienna of Kentucky,
was commissioned by them in 1968 and conducted by the Catholic Education
Research Center at Boston College.

The results indicated that despite a

heavy commitment in terms of personnel to the Catholic elementary school
program, the sisters preferred, if retrenchment were necessary, to close
grades one through four over other portions of the system.

The sisters

felt that parents functioned more effectively than others in the reli
gious formation of their children at that age.

Retention of the high

school was favored over other grade levels.
Another step forward in the building of a body of data concern
ing Catholic education in this country was The Catholic Education Study
Report (Elford, 1968).

Its chief significance lay in the fact that this

study was the first to solicit responses from clergy, laity, and reli
gious to the same questionnaire.

The study polled the opinions of over

50,000 Catholics in the Archdioceses of Indianapolis and Louisville and
the Diocese of Evansville on a variety of questions.

In the study it

was revealed that a large per cent (80) of the respondents saw a special
quality about the Catholic school and felt that every Catholic child
should have an opportunity at some time during his school career to
attend such a school.
The younger and more educated respondents felt a lesser obliga
tion to send their children to a Catholic school.

There was evident in

the study a discernible pattern of heightened expectations among young
and wealthier respondents.
the schools.

They had a tendency to be more critical of

This report indicated that Catholics and patrons polled
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felt that neither school was superior to the other when comparing the
effectiveness of the Catholic and public systems on seventeen different
educational outcomes.
It appears that the most valuable aspect of The Catholic Educa
tion Study Report (Elford, 1968) is the attention given to the attitudes
of Catholics in the three dioceses toward such general areas of concern
as problems in Catholic education, attitudes toward the church and gen
eral attitudes.
kind to date.

This report remains the most extensive survey of its
The data are so voluminous that it would be impossible

to detail all the findings.

Those findings that do seem of special

significance to the present investigation concern specifically the
vital area of future alternatives to present programs.
As in the case of the Harris and Gallup polls, the laity and
pastors clearly showed a preference for the retention of the elementary
grades over the high school if retrenchment were necessary, while just
the reverse was true in the case of associate pastors and sisters.

The

study further showed that if it were a question of eliminating the Cath
olic high school, then ecumenical religious education centers close to
public high schools xrould be the most desirable alternative.
In the years since The Catholic Education Study Report (Elford,
1968) was completed, there has been a marked increase in shared-time or
dual enrollment programs where students in Catholic high schools regis
ter for certain courses and spend a portion of each day in nearby public
high schools.

At the time of The Catholic Education Study Report, how

ever, a majority of the laymen responding were opposed to this as a
satisfactory alternative.
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Sixty-one per cent of the respondents felt that retrenchment or
the closing of a portion of the system would be desirable if the quality
of education were to suffer because of continuously rising operating
costs.

In any action affecting the elementary programs, respondents

were least opposed to consolidation of smaller schools and the building
of more elementary units.
A Study of Catholic Educational Programs in the Diocese of
Davenport, Iowa (Schmidt, 1970) had as its objective the identification
of the attitudes of official Catholic spokesmen concerning Catholic edu
cation in the Diocese of Davenport.

In addition to its careful examina

tion of the operation and maintenance of parochial schools in the diocese,
attempts were also made to ascertain the views of respondents concerning
the total concept of Catholic education in the Davenport diocese.
Included in the Schmidt study were the members of the priests'
senate, sisters' council, diocesan lay council and diocesan board of
education.

This study was concerned with the central themes of goals

and objectives, finances, governance and administration and staffing.
On the basis of this study, the following conclusions were formulated
concerning these themes.

In regard to goals and objectives, the respon

dents agreed (79 per cent) that the primary purpose of the Catholic
school is to help parents in the religious education of their children,
to sustain and enhance the moral tone and life of the community, and to
aid in the development and formation of conscience.

A near consensus

(over 98 per cent) did not feel that students should be segregated from
students of other religious beliefs.

Subjects felt that Catholic paro

chial schools have a unique quality because they make possible cultural
diversity.

Again, by a large margin, the group agreed that the Catholic
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Church, should continue its parochial school programs and foster a greater
awareness of social needs.

This study indicated that support by reject

ing the alternatives represented by released time religious instruction
classes or intensified adult religious education.

If retrenchment is

necessary, the respondents prefer the closing of Catholic secondary
rather than elementary schools.

In regard to higher education, the

views expressed indicated a dim future for Catholic colleges because
of incessantly higher costs and the inability of private and charit
able funds to match tax monies.

Slightly over half the respondents

questioned even the survival of the Catholic school of nursing.

The

groups responding also specified that contemporary Catholic schools
must possess academic excellence, maintain their distinctive Chris
tian orientation, be concerned about ecumenism and be responsive to
present situations and trends.

Seventy-five per cent agreed that

the financial support of Catholic schools is the responsibility of
all Catholics, regardless of where Catholic parents choose to send
their children.

All groups expressed a willingness, also, to make

additional voluntary contributions and gifts through a diocesan fund
appeal for money to support Catholic schools.

Those answering the

questionnaire did not approve the idea of lay administrators for
Catholic schools.

They opted for the Inclusion of the Religious

Education Office within the jurisdiction of the Diocesan Director
of Education.

They also emphasized their concern that teachers in

Catholic schools should be interested in their students and concerned
for their welfare.

A substantial proportion (90 per cent) approved

the involvement of the Church in inner city education and over 90
per cent wanted teachers in Catholic schools to present and act upon
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moral positions.

Dissatisfaction with the public relations efforts of

the Catholic schools was indicated and a desire expressed for a state
wide superintendent for private schools.
Attitudes and Opinions of High School Seniors Toward the Cath
olic System of Education and Some Future Alternatives (Consalvo, 1970),
was a study that dealt solely with the attitudes toward Catholic educa
tion and some alternatives from the viewpoint of more than 400 high
school seniors who were Catholics.

This study indicates that if par

ents, especially mothers, had attended Catholic elementary school,
there was a strong, positive tendency for them to send their children,
also.

Six reasons xjere listed by Consalvo (1970, p. 279) as important

for sending children to Catholic schools:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Giving students a sense of moral values
Discipline
Quality of education
Dissatisfaction with public schools
Nuns, brothers, priests teaching religion
Religious or moral atmosphere in the school.

‘

In the Consalvo (1970) study both the sex of the respondent and
the amount of Catholic education he had received were important factors
influencing a student's attitudes toward Catholic education.

Girls were

more favorable toward it than were boys.
A Study of the Attitudes Toward Catholic Education in Two Mid
western Dioceses (Allen, 1970) was a study based on data collected in
1967 by the Archdioceses of Indianapolis and Louisville and the Diocese
of Evansville.

The poll was to include 130,000 households, and it uti

lized a questionnaire that had been specially designed for the survey.
It was "Alternatives in Catholic Education."

The results of this inves

tigation were published under the title The Catholic Education Study
Report (Elford, 1968).
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Allen used a subset of these data, including the responses of
34,999 midwestern families and unmarried adults to the "Alternatives
in Catholic Education" questionnaire, but excluding 19,220 of the orig
inal population of the Archdiocese of Louisville and all clerical
responses.

His study, therefore, was based on replies from the Arch

diocese of Indianapolis and the Diocese of Evansville.
Allen selected from the study seven attitudinal factors for
further investigation:

(1) Catholic school support, (2) Catholic con

servatism, (3) lay Involvement, (4) central financing, (5) negative
perception of the parish school, (6) outside financial help and (7)
religious independence.

His analysis indicated that Catholic school

support correlated highly with support of the concept of Catholic edu
cation.

Catholic school support also showed the same pattern of rela

tionship with the other attitudinal scales he had developed.
school support correlated positively with the following:

Catholic

Catholic

conservatism, central financing, and outside financial help, and nega
tively correlated with lay involvement, negative perception of the
parish school, and religious independence.
Catholic school support was identified as an important attitude
in determining those who would most likely favor continuance of Catholic
schools.

The study suggested that those favoring Catholic schools would

support the following:

(1) a consolidation effort involving smaller

Catholic schools, and (2) formulation of a plan for central financing
whereby all members of a diocese would contribute to a special fund to
be used for the support and maintenance of the Catholic schools in that
diocese.
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Allen also found, when attitude indices were crossed with the
demographic variables that age and amount of Catholic education were
(1) positively associated with Catholic school support and (2) nega
tively associated with income and general education achievement.
Respondents were seen to be higher in Catholic school support if they
indicated plans to send their pre-school children to Catholic schools.
Finally, the Allen research showed that the attitude of reli
gious independence was associated with the amount of Catholic education;
and Catholic conservatism was negatively associated with the amount of
Catholic education.
Trends of Enrollment, Personnel and Finances in Selected Cath
olic Schools of the City of Pittsburg, 1964-5 to 1969-70 (Conboy, 1970),
was a study aimed at researching trends in these three variables.

In

section three of the study there was a comparison of five financial
trends over six school years which established sharply increasing costs
for the operation of the schools, while tuition, X'/hich. is a major
source of operating Income, remained nearly constant.
It is not Intended to imply that the economic factor in the
Pittsburgh study is the sole determinant in the retrenchment and
closings noted in that diocese over hhe six-year period covered.
It does further substantiate, however, the impact of financial pres
sures as a serious consideration in the decisions that must be made
by Catholic educators.
In a study, A Marketing Analysis Model Applied to Roman Cath
olic Elementary and Secondary Education in Toledo, Ohio, there is an
attempt to provide, among other things, a statement of strategic
alternatives to the present system there (Thomas, 1971).
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Thomas takes a somexirhat unique approach, applying a marketing
analysis model to Catholic elementary and secondary education in the
Toledo diocese.

In this context the study attempts to examine Catholic

education from the marketing point of view.

In considering Catholic

education as a sub-organization of the Diocese of Toledo, the study
provides a framework for analysis of the problems facing the church’s
educational work there.

The framework also provides for the discovery

of alternatives and the selection from among them of the most desirable
course of action for the sub-organization.
Thomas lists five steps through which, marketing is made opera
tional.

These are:

the situation;

(1) the determination of goals; (2) an analysis of

(3) an audit of resources; (4) a statement of strategic

alternatives; and, (5) the selection of one alternative as a course of
action.
The wants and needs of the consumer serve as the focus from
which the goals of Catholic education in the Diocese of Toledo can be
determined.

The consumers are the Catholics of the Toledo Diocese who

had participated in a 1968 attitudinal survey.

Thomas projected that

by 1980 there would still be enough students to sustain the Toledo
programs.

There is indication that competition from quality public

education and, more especially, financial and personnel demands from
other sub-organizations in the diocese will be a source of continuing
problems.

Because of other sub-organization needs, the heavy finan

cial outlays required for new buildings, major modifications, repairs
or replacements would be difficult to meet.
The program of Catholic education for the Toledo Diocese
requires heavy expenditures on the part of participating-parishes.
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This was revealed in the resources audit, from which it was obvious that
the parishes had reached the limits, or near limits, of their ability to
subsidize the educational programs, since most parishes in the diocese
indicated that they were spending between sixty-five and eighty-five per
cent of their total income for education.

The study shox^ed that there

were enough trained people and facilities to continue the educational
programs for some time.
Thomas (1971, p. 210) concludes his study by formulating five
basic alternatives which the diocese might consider.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

They are:

a gradual phasing out of the system;
an increase in government aid;
an increase in ecclesiastical aid;
the application of merchandising techniques; or
the maintenance of Catholic education as it has been
in the past.

The increase of tuition paid by students was not considered as an alter
native because of tradition in its regard to the Diocese of Toledo.

The

author advises selection of the second strategy and, failing that, the
gradual dismantling of the parochial school system in the Diocese of
Toledo.
M. F. Brosnan completed his study on Catholic schools in 1971.
The title was:

A Study of the Factors Influencing the Transfer of Stu

dents from Catholic to Public Secondary Schools.

The investigation

depended heavily on identifying attitudes and opinions of parents and
students toward Catholic and public education and, therefore, the cita
tion of this study has a proper place in the review of literature.
Brosnan attempted to:

(1) investigate the factors which caused par

ents to permit their children who x-rished to do so to transfer from
parochial to public secondary schools; (2) to study the pattern of
attitudes of parents and students; and, (3) to determine that if
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state aid were forthcoming for Catholic schools to what extent would
this influence parents and students to consider reentering the paro
chial system.
The recent study of R. J. Cahill takes a slightly different
approach (Cahill, 1971).

Contending that monetary and staffing issues

have been the really decisive factors in parochial school closing both
on the elementary and secondary levels, Cahill suggests that the rela
tive effectiveness of parochial schools should figure more importantly
as a major element in the process of decision-making regarding the
future of Catholic schools.

Without adequate data on the effective

ness of Catholic elementary versus secondary schools, sound decisions
are difficult and opinions vary widely as to which level should be
closed if necessary.

Laity appear to prefer retention of the elemen

tary grades, xohile religious prefer the secondary.

Cahill had as his

aim the examination of the effects of differential exposure to Cath
olic schooling.

It was limited to a comparison of attendance at paro

chial schools in grades 1 through 12 with one of the alternative com
binations, i.e., attendance at public school for the elementary grades
followed by four years in a Catholic high school.
The Cahill (1971, p. 140) study sampled the students' knowledge
of religion and their attitudes toward religion and the way they lived.
Cahill formulated five attitude scales:

(1) Religious commitment; (2)

Liberal-Conservatism scale; (3) Moral value scale; (4) Vietnam War
scale; and, (5) Brotherhood scale.

Results indicated that while stu

dents who had attended Catholic schools for 12 years scored signifi
cantly higher on the test concerning their knowledge of the faith,
there was little difference on any of the five attitudinhl scales
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between them and students in the group which had attended public elemen
tary schools and Catholic high schools.

The study suggests, threfore,

in terms of alternatives, that if retrenchment were necessary it would
be better to do so by closing Catholic elementary schools, since attitudinally the same effects can be acquired in four years of Catholic
high school, though some sacrifice of cognitive effects.
Frank J. Fahey reported, in a study of Economic Problems of
Nonpublic Schools (1971), that Catholics sax^ in their schools a means
to secure the formal religious instruction they desired for their chil
dren.

However, they were also very conscious of, and concerned about,

the quality of educational programs in both Catholic and public schools.
An Investigation of the Religious, Demographic, and Attitudinal
Variables Associated xxrith a Commitment to Catholic Schools in the Arch
diocese of St. Louis, Missouri (Holtz, 1972), attempted to explore the
nature and extent of the association between selected religious, demo
graphic and attitudinal variables and the commitment of parents to
Catholic schools.

The study confirmed the hypothesis that selected

attitudinal variables are associated with a commitment to Catholic
schools.

Three such variables were:

(1) Confraternity of Christian

Doctrine programs should replace the conventional school approach;
(2) Catholics who go to public schools generally turn out to be just
as good Catholics as those who go to parochial schools; and, (3) The
differences between Catholic and public schools are no longer great
enough to justify txjo separate systems.
The Attitudes of Selected Groups of Residents in the State of
Iowa Concerning the Status, Problems and Prospects of Catholic Elemen
tary and Secondary Schools (Jestice, 1972) attempted to assess and
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compare the opinions of selected groups in Iowa concerning the present
and future place of Catholic elementary and secondary schools in that
state.

The sample included Catholic laity (non-school personnel), non

Catholic laity (non-school personnel), Catholic clergy, non-Catholic
clergy, Catholic religious teachers, Catholic lay teachers, public
school personnel (excluding superintendents) and public school dis
trict superintendents.
Tabulation of responses showed that respondents felt that the
Catholic schools would and should continue to exist in some form, espe
cially on the elementary level.

The Catholic respondents indicated

strong favorable support for their schools indicating that they
believed them to rival in quality the public schools and to be worthy
of some form of public tax support.

The majority of public school

officials acknowledged the contribution of Catholic schools to edu
cation in the state of Iowa, but were clearly opposed to any form of
public support.

Catholic respondents indicated a belief in the future

of Catholic schools.

While Catholic school personnel and administra

tors indicated a willingness to consider changes in the administrative
structure, the laity were definitely opposed to such changes.
The Vitullo-Martin Study (1973, p. 27) probed the reasons why
parents send their children to private schools.

The open-ended ques

tionnaire used in the study gave them the following ranked reasons
for choosing the Catholic school:

"(l) a sound education in reading

and writing; (2) an orderly atmosphere; (3) some inculation of moral
and/or religious values; (4) the physical safety of the child; and,
(5) particularly in the case of black parents, apprehension about
the local public school."

This study included selected schools in
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Chicago and Los Angeles where the school population in the inner-city
schools, especially, is made up largely of minority groups.

In some

instances a high percentage of the students were not Catholics.
The Vitullo-Martin study shows that white, middle-class, urban
parents did not choose Catholic rather than public schools on the basis
of quality.

Black, middle-class and working-class parents chose to

send their children to Catholic schools because they were apprehensive
about the safety of their children.
The study also shows that fewer parents are sending their chil
dren to Catholic schools for reasons religious in nature.

Religious

exclusivity is declining as an important motivating factor, but patrons
of the Catholic school system, both Catholic and non-Catholic remain
concerned about a value-centered education.
The Vitullo-Martin report (1973) makes the point that the dimen
sions of the economic crisis in Catholic education do not revolve around
the inability of Catholic parents to pay tuition charges, except in the
inner city.

Quoting data obtained from Church and State, it is purported

that Catholic school tuition is too low and that if parents supported
Catholic schools they would be willing to pay higher tuition to insure
financial solvency.

It states:

Thus, the Church and State argument might hold for affluent white
parishes, where tuition is low, and where some parents are turn
ing away from the school. But it does not hold for inner city
black schools, where tuition is higher than at white schools,
where parents are poor and must sacrifice to pay tuition, and
where waiting lists are long. In affluent areas, increasing
numbers of parents view the public school as a choice prefer
able to the Catholic school, and they are free to make that
choice without burdening themselves financially. But for
black parents who view the Catholic schools as the preferable
choice, their choice is becoming increasingly, perhaps impos
sibly, burdensome. As costs rise and schools close, they
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xrf.ll have no choice. When parochial schools close, white
parents have frequently chosen to let them close; black
parents have not (yitullo-Martin, 1973, p. 65).
This is one of the recent important studies concerned xrfth
the complex problems facing Catholic education at this time.

CHAPTER III

METHODOLOGY

Sampling Procedures

The. population from which the sample for this study x^as taken
consisted of the following groups:
1.

All priests of the Diocese of Bismarck including pastors,

associate pastors, and all in special assignments such as institutional
chaplains.
2.

All the sisters serving in any capacity in the diocese

including those in education, health care, social service, home serv
ice and pastoral work.
3.

A select group of lay people from thirty parishes in the

Diocese of Bismarck, ten large, ten medium and ten small parishes
including five in each category with schools and five in each cate
gory without schools.
The names of all priests and sisters serving in the diocese
were taken from the official 1972 Catholic Directory for the Diocese
of Bismarck.
The parishes x<rere chosen to give the best geographical repre
sentation possible.

The design called for a sampling from ten large

(i.e., with a membership of three hundred or more families), ten
medium (i«e*> with a membership of from one hundred to three hundred
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families), and ten small parishes (i.e., with a membership of from
fifty to one hundred families).

Instruments Used
This study sought to identify the attitudes and opinions of
Roman Catholics concerning a number of aspects of Catholic education.
The instruments used to secure these opinions was "Alternatives in
Catholic Education," which had been constructed for and utilized in
the study of Catholic education commissioned by the Ordinaries of
Indianapolis, Louisville and Evansville.
forms.

The instrument has three

Form "CL" is used for the Catholic laity, form "CT" for lay

teachers in Catholic schools and form "CR" which is used for priests
and religious.

Forms "CL" and "CR" were utilized for this study.

The Catholic Education Research Bureau of Boston College under the
direction of Dr. John Walsh constructed and pretested the instrument.
Copies of all three forms are included in Appendix A of this study.
The questionnaire consists of one hundred forty-six items.
The questions are divided into six sections.
graphic information from the respondents.

Part I requests demo

These demographic items

include questions concerning the age, sex, marital status, income,
education, church contributions, spouse’s faith, amount of Catholic
education, and the plans of the family for the education of the
children.
In Part II, each respondent is requested to indicate the extent
to which he or she agrees with fifty-five statements on a Likert type
scale concerning issues related to the church, and school.

There is a

five point scale for each item ranging from "strongly agree" to
"strongly disagree."

33
Part III contains some plans which could be considered for Cath
olic education in the future.

Some of the future alternatives include:

(1) consolidation of small schools, (2) closing grades 1-3 and concen
trating on an especially modern approach to education In grades 4-8,
(3) closing Catholic elementary or secondary schools and instead have
the students attend religious education centers on a released time
basis or on Saturday or Sunday.
Part IV of the questionnaire is concerned with the relative
importance of Catholic education for the various grade or age levels.
In this section the respondent may choose the primary grades (grades
1-4), Intermediate grades (grades 5-8) or high school (grades 9-12),
more than one of the above or none of the above.
Part V consists of a list of reasons to which some parents
might subscribe and for which their children might be enrolled in
Catholic schools.

These reasons typically include the following:

(1) the quality of education available, (2) discipline, (3) helping
students develop a sense of moral yalues and (4) the religious or
moral atmosphere in the school.

Each respondent is asked to indi

cate whether the reason listed is for him or her an important one
for sending or not sending children to Catholic schools.
Part VI of the questionnaire lists seventeen general educa
tional goals and requests each respondent to indicate his or her
beliefs as to whether Catholic or public schools are more successful
in achieving them.

Among these goals are:

(1) developing proper

attitudes toward social problems (war, poverty, race), (2) teaching
honesty and truthfulness, and (3) developing creativity and imagina
tion.
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Method of Obtaining the Data
Letters were first sent out to all of the sisters and priests
of the Diocese of Bismarck requesting them to participate in the study
by filling out the accompanying questionnaire using the enclosed IBM
answer sheet.

Participants were asked to return the answer sheets in

the stamped, self-addressed envelopes provided (see Appendix A).
Similar letters were sent to a sample of fourteen hundred fiftyseven (1457) layman and laywomen from the thirty (30) parishes of the
diocese whose names had been provided by the parish offices.
B lists the parishes selected.

Appendix

Table 1 indicates that of the two thou

sand one hundred and nine (2109) questionnaires "Alternatives in Cath
olic Education" Mailed, eleven hundred fifty-one (1151) were usable
when completed and returned for an overall percentage of 54.5.

TABLE 1
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF USABLE OPINION INVENTORIES RECEIVED FROM
PRIESTS, RELIGIOUS, AND LAYPERSONS

Number
Mailed

Returned

Percentage

Priests

111

83

74.7

Sisters or Brothers

359

264

73.5

1

Unidentified

0.29

182

75

41.2

Lay Persons

1457

728

49.9

Totals

2109

1151

54.5

Lay Teachers
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Responses from the attitude and opinion inventory had been
placed on special IBM answer sheets.

The data were then punched on

IBM cards for statistical treatment by an IBM 360-40 computer avail
able through the University of North Dakota computer center.
With the advice of various parish priests, copies of the ques
tionnaire were distributed on the basis of the broadest possible dis
tribution throughout the diocese to those parishioners from x^hom
returns were considered likely to be received.

Bias, if any, would

have been limited to those who had the capacity to read and respond
accurately to the questionnaire.

Techniques Used in Data Analysis
The data, and the information from the questionnaire, were
analyzed to obtain proportions, means and standard deviations.

Only

the proportions which are of importance in this study will be reported
in Chapter IV.

The data were then treated by chi square analysis and

will be presented in Chapter IV.

Chi square was chosen as the statis

tical treatment because the instrument yielded discrete data.

The

data lent themselves to analysis in two by three and two by five
structures.
variables.

Each question from 29 through 146 was tested against two
One was whether or not the respondent was a priest/

religious or a layman.

Variable two was the age of these respondents.

It was determined both for priests/religious and laymen that age forty
xrould be the dividing line.

Age forty was selected because laymen

under 40 were most likely to have children of school age and clergy/
religious would have been the products of seminary and novitiate
training after Vatican Council II.

CHAPTER IV

ANALYSIS OF DATA

The purpose of this study was to discover the present relative
attitudes of church members and supporters toward Catholic education in
the Diocese of Bismarck, North Dakota and to determine their commitment
to it in its present form.

In addition, the study sought to determine

the preferences of the sample population for a series of proposals
regarding the future of Catholic education, including some alternate
forms.

These preferences included (1) consolidation of small paro

chial schools, (2) closing all, or a portion, of the elementary grades,
(3) closing the high schools, (4) dual enrollment or shared time, C5)
building more elementary schools, (6) building more high, schools, (7)
building religious education centers near public schools for released
time, (8) building ecumenical religious education buildings, in cooper
ation with members of other faiths, near public schools for the teach
ing of religion courses where public school students could elect reli
gious education courses taught by members of their own faith.
The views of Catholics under forty as compared with those over
forty were of special concern because it is the former group x?hich has
the children to be educated.

The future course of parochial education

will be decided by the young— young priests, young sisters and by young
lay members of the church.

The extensive and elaborate programs of the
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past can In no way be sustained if younger church members will not give
the necessary support.
The data reported in this chapter were obtained from 83 priests,
264 sisters and 728 lay persons.

Demographic Data
In order to understand the responses made to the questionnaire
it will be necessary to review the descriptive data for the W o basic
groups included in this study:
people.

(1) priests and religious and (2) lay

Part I of the questionnaire deal with the demographic vari

ables for these two groups.

The views of each group, (1) priests and

religious (sisters/brothers) and (2) lay people have been compared
systematically with respect to their responses to Part II - Attitudes
toward the Roman Catholic church's educational activities in the
Diocese of Bismarck, Part III - expressed preferences for possible
future forms of Catholic education, Part IV - the relative importance
of Catholic education at various ages and levels, Part V - the reasons
given for choosing a Catholic school, and Part VI - a comparative
assessment of certain strengths and weaknesses of Catholic education
today.
According to Table 2, the largest group of respondents among
lay people was in the age category of 41-50.
for 34 per cent of the total.

This section accounted

With 35 per cent of the respondents

under age 40 and 43 per cent over age 40.
Among priests and religious the largest group of respondents
was in the 51-64 category.
per cent were over 40.

Only 29 per cent were under 40 while 71
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TABLE 2
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF PRIESTS', RELIGIOUS', AND LAYPERSONS'
RESPONSES BY AGE

Number
Priests/
Religious Laypersons

Age

Under 21

Percentage
Priests/
Religious Laypersons

0

9

21-30

32

76

9.20

10.44

31-40

70

170

20.11

23.35

41-50

56

245

16.09

33.65

51-64

114

180

32.76

24.73

76

48

21.84

6.59

348

728

100.00

100.00

Over 64
Total

0

1.24

Table 3 shows that 63 per cent of the lay respondents were men
and 37 per cent were women.
site was true.

Among the priests and religious, the oppo-

Seventy-five per cent of the respondents x^ere sisters.

TABLE 3
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF PRIESTS', RELIGIOUS', AND LAYPERSONS'
RESPONSES BY SEX

Sex

Male
Female
No Response
Total

Number
Priests/
Religious Laypersons

Percentage
Priests/
Religious Laypersons

85

462

24.43

63.46

262

266

75.29

36.54

.28

1
348

728

100.00

100.00
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In regard to the future of present forms of Catholic education
in the diocese, Table 4 shows that 8 per cent predicted further growth
and 42 per cent indicated they believe Catholic education will "hold
its own" despite mounting economic pressures.

Four per cent feel

enrollments will decline sharply and 13 per cent predict these schools
will eventually be phased out or remain the prerogative of the wealthy
fe*7.

TABLE 4
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF LAYPERSONS’ RESPONSES CONCERNING THE
FUTURE OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION

Number

No Response

Percentage

4

.55

I believe that it will continue to grow and,
in the future, educate even more students
than it does today.

58

7.97

I believe that it will hold its oxm in spite
of mounting economic pressures.

306

42.03

I believe that enrollments will decline
moderately.

233

32.01

I believe that enrollments will fall off
sharply.

31

4.26

I believe that it will be phased out of
existence altogether except for a few
private schools for children of wealthy
parents.

96

13.19

728

100.00

Additional demographic data concerning the sample population of
this study was obtained through the questionnaire.

Since this
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information was not directly pertinent to the present study it has not
been included in the text but may be examined in Appendix D.

A Comparison of the Attitudes Toward Catholic Education
in General Expressed by Prjests/Religious and Lay
People Residing in the Diocese of Bismarck:
Questionnaire Part II, Questions 29-83
Part II of the questionnaire represented points of view about
the church or its educational activities.

It encompassed questions 29

through 83 (see Appendix C for a copy of the questionnaire). The 55
Likert type items could be answered by selecting one of five alterna
tives including:

(1) strongly agree, (2) agree, (3) undecided, (4)

disagree and (5) strongly disagree.
In Table 5 are presented the results of the chi square analysis
of responses of priests/religious and lay people to questions 29 through
83.

Results in this section of the questionnaire indicated 25 positive

tests of significance with 2 at or beyond the .05 leyel, 6 at or beyond
the .01 level and 17 at or beyond the .001 level.

In 28 items there

was no significant difference between the opinions of the two groups.
Only significant findings will be discussed throughout this chapter.
In an effort to simplify reporting procedures for this section,
responses have been grouped under 4 general headings:

Cl) Attitudes

Toward Finance, (2) Attitudes Toward Retrenchment, (3) Attitudes Indi
cative of Catholic Conservatism and (4) General Attitudes Toward the
Church and its Educational Activities.

Attitudes Toward Finance
In this area, differences of opinion between priests/religious
and lay people included responses to questions 31, 32, 41, 45, 51, 56,

TABLE 5
CHI SQUARE VALUES FOR RESPONSES OF PRIESTS/RELIGIOUS
AND LAY PEOPLE TO PART II, QUESTIONS 29-83

Priests/Religious

Ques
tion
Number

Strongly
Agree

29
30

51
7

39
14

6
19

31
32
33
34
35

39
24
2
22
11

45
50
5
40
41

36
37
38
39
40

14
6
11
6
4

41
42
43
44
45

22
4
6
7
7

Lay People

Strongly
Dis
agree

Strongly
Agree

3
42

1
18

37
5

45
16

10
12

5
54

1
13

10.28a
8.48

9
18
13
24
31

4
7
43
11
16

2
1
36
2
2

28
17
1
7
8

48
45
4
23
41

7
15
7
46
28

13
19
45
20
22

4
5
43
3
2

16.94b
18.43C
3.44
70.01C
5.12

51
8
32
25
12

23
15
12
17
21

10
52
28
40
52

2
19
7
13
11

10
3
6
3
4

48
14
22
21
17

23
14
18
7
8

19
56
48
46
58

1
12
6
23
13

6.78
7.12
38.63^
17.39°
11.74a

51
9
4
28
28

13
22
3
30
39

13
41
38
25
19

2
25
49
9
7

25
4
3
7
2

62
14
9
40
22

6
17
3
16
26

5
49
56
31
33

1
15
29
7
17

30.88C
2.70
38.24^
16.27b
35.04C

Agree

Unde
cided

Dis
agree

Agree

Unde
cided

Dis
agree

Strongly
Dis
agree

Test of
Signif
icance

TABLE 5— Continued

Priests/Religious

Ques
tion
N umb e r

Strongly
Agree

46
47
48
49
50

2
32
54
17
15

5
51
39
39
47

36
6
1
18
19

41
9
4
20
16

51
52
53
54
55

7
3
8
4
47

34
26
12
37
38

35
40
16
33
9

20
21
39
20
4

56
57
58
59
60

7
8
21
24
20

26
32
43
53
39

49
17
18
18
19

10
37
15
5
18

61
62
63
64
65

42
23
17
10
22

49
32
40
42
50

6
24
23
9
20

2
17
17
29
7

Agree

Undecided

Disagree

Lay People

Strongly
Dis
agree

15

Strongly
Agree

Agree

cided

Dis
agree

Strongly
Dis
agree

Test of
Signif
icance

2
23
41
10
10

15
68
52
40
46

32
5
2
15
16

40
4
3
28
24

12
1
2
6
3

1.74
14.llb
3.94
3.77
1.22

4
3
10
3
19

50
36
20
41
56

20
40
14
41
12

22
15
39
13
11

3
6
17
2
2

11.891
3
*
2.77
4.06
3.98
90.25

4

5
7
10
31
22

44
33
35
55
45

21
10
19
8
14

21
43
32
5
16

9
6
3
1
3

100.43C
1.63
49.37c
17.86b
1.57

1
4
3
9
1

27
9
4
13
9

57
35
23
33
55

8
21
33
10
19

7
30
32
36
14

1
3
7
8
2

5.10
31.38C
87.07C
0.97
34.57c

2

2

5
2

4
10
26

6
2
4
5
2
0

TABLE 5— Continued

Priests/Religious

Lay People

Strongly
Dis
agree

Strongly
Agree

30
30
7
42
53

5
11
1
20
27

7
6
10
13
7

23
35
50
35
29

24
23
21
9
10

3
6
11
19
14

32
5
4
8
43

24
2
2
4
16

6
8
25
11
6

27
64
47
52
27

39
42
28
23
11

12
3
23
45
19

28
4
19
22
44

9
3
14
5
21

9
40
15
11
5

38
18
43

34
9
26

16
45
17

3
21
4

4
6
6

Ques
tion
Number

Strongly
Agree

66
67
68
69
70

7
4
17
5
3

33
18
54
21
8

25
38
21
9
7

71
72
73
74
75

15
26
38
18
8

26
59
44
50
20

76
77
78
79
80

12
48
16
5
4

81
82
83

8
5
9

Agree

Undecided

Disagree

°4 df. (9.488 required) significant at .05.
4 df. (13.277 required) significant at .01.
'4 df. (18.465 required) significant at .001.

Agree

Undecided

Disagree

Strongly
Dis
agree

Test of
Signif
icance

39
28
16
36
48

7
7
2
7
6

2.78
33.21°'
3.87
31.07°
124.43C

8
17
12
21
14

46
10
12
14
44

13
1
4
2
9

28.82C
89.61°
6.52
1.66
2.78

31
42
35
36
21

10
4
20
27
28

42
10
23
22
39

7
4
7
4
7

4.81
4.46
7.48
19.02°
44.85°

28
21
34

38
11
22

27
49
28

3
13
9

2.27
6.11
2.92

•

44
59, 65 and 67.
81 and 83.

Other questions under finance were 36, 49, 68, 73, 74,

Question 31 stated that:

"The financial support of Catholic

education is the duty of all Catholics, whether or not they have chil
dren in Catholic schools."
Eighty-four per cent of the clergy and religious and 76 per cent
of the laity agreed with this statement.

Six per cent of the clergy and

religious and 17 per cent of the laity disagreed.

A test of chi square

yielded a value of 10.28 which was significant at the .05 level.
Question 32 sought opinions on the statement:

"Because of the

contribution which Catholic schools make to the community, local busi
ness and industry should give some financial help to these schools."
Twenty-four per cent of the laity and 8 per cent of the clergy and
religious disagreed with this statement.

The test of chi square

yielded a value of 18.43 and was significant at the .01 level.
Question 41 sought respondent's opinions on this issue:

"Quali

fied lay teachers in Catholic schools should receive the same salaries
and fringe benefits that the public school teachers in the same commu
nity receive."

Seventy-three per cent of the priests and religious

agreed x^ith this while 86 per cent of the laity did also.

Fifteen per

cent of the priests and religious and 6 per cent of the laity disagreed
with this statement.

The chi square value was 30.88 and was significant

at the .001 level.
Question 45 asked whether:

"An annual diocesan education tax,

based on ability to pay, would be a good way of raising funds for the
support of Catholic education."

Thirty-five per cent of the priests

and religious and 24 per cent of the laity agreed with this proposition.
Twenty-six per cent of the priests and religious and 50 per cent of the
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laity disagreed with, this statement.

The chi square test revealed a

value of 35.04 which x^as significant at the .001 level.
Question 51 asked Xtfhether:

"Tuition rates for high schools

should be raised when necessary so that they come close to meeting
the actual costs of education."

Forty-one per cent of the clergy

and religious and 54 per cent of the laity agreed xtfith this posi
tion and 24 per cent of the clergy and religious and 25 per cent of
the laity disagreed with this position.

The chi square test revealed

a value of 11.89 which was significant at the .05 level.
Seventy-seven per cent of the clergy and religious and 86 per
cent of the laity agreed with question 59’s statement that:

"Most

Catholics don't contribute as much as they could to the support of the
Church."

The chi square test result was 17.86 which was significant

at the .01 level. •
Question 65 asked whether:

"Part of the money collected in a

diocesan educational fund raising drive should be used to provide
training for specialists in religious education.”

Seventy-txtfo per

cent of the priests and religious and 64 per cent of the laity agreed.
Eight per cent of the priests and religious and 16 per cent of the
laity disagreed.

The chi square test revealed a value of 34.57 and

was significant at the .001 level.
Question 67 was the last in this series.
was made:

In it the statement

"The present policy whereby each parish is responsible for

the financing of its oxtfn parochial school is the best policy."

Twenty-

tx<ro per cent of the priests and religious and 41 per cent of the laity
agreed.

Forty-one per cent of the priests and religious and 35 per
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cent of the laity disagreed.

The chi square test value was 33.21 and

was significant at the .001 level.

Attitudes Toward Retrenchment
In this area differences of opinion between clergy and religious
and lay people included responses to question 38, 44 and 62.
iions under retrenchment were:
Question 38 asked:

Other ques-

30, 33, 42 and 46.

"If the priests and sisters of a parish con

ducted classes, visited homes, and ran other programs designed to help
parents in the religious and moral development of their children, it
would be less necessary for the Church to have as large a school sys
tem as it now has."

Forty-three per cent of the priests and religious

and 28 per cent of the laity agreedd.

Fifty-four per cent of the laity

and 35 per cent of the priests and religious disagreed.

The test for

chi square revealed a value of 38.63 and x-ras significant at the .001
level.
Question 44 stated that:

"Since the cost of education is going

up every year, it xcrould be better for Catholic schools to eliminate cer
tain grades rather than to attempt to operate at all grade levels."
Thirty-five per cent of the priests and religious and 47 per cent of
the laity agreed and 34 per cent of the priests and religious and 38
per cent of the laity disagreed.

The chi square value was 16.27 and

x<ras significant at the .01 level.
Question 62 stated:

"It is impossible for the Church to provide

adequate religious and moral formation for public high school students
with present Confraternity or Sunday school programs."
there should be no retrenchment of present programs.

In other words,
Fifty-five per
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cent of the priests and religious and 44 per cent of the laity agreed
while 21 per cent of the priests and religious and 33 per cent of the
laity disagreed.

The chi square value was 31.38 and was significant

at the .001 level.

Attitudes Toward Catholic
Conservatism
In this area differences of opinion between clergy and religious
and lay people included responses to questions 55, 58, 69, 70, 71, 72
and 80.

Other questions under conservatism were:

29, 50, 53, 54, 55,

57, 75, 76, 77 and 78.
Question 55 stated:

"We need an active adult education program

in this parish in order to update all of the people on new developments
in the Church."

Eighty-five per cent of the clergy and religious and 75

per cent of the laity agreed with this statement while 6 per cent of the
former and 13 per cent of the latter disagreed.

A test of chi square

yielded a value of 90.25 and x^as significant at the .001 level.
Question 58 stated that:

"The parish members should have more

say in the running of the parish than they now have."

Sixty-four per

cent of priests and religious agreed and 45 per cent of the laity did
so.

Seventeen per cent of priests and religious disagreed with this

statement as did 33 per cent of the laity.

The chi square test result

was 49.37 and was significant at the .001 level.
Question 69 read:

"Since the future is in God's hands, I will

wait and accept what He tvdlls for me."

Txtfenty-six per cent of priests

and religious and 48 per cent of the laity agreed with this statement
while 62 per cent of priests and religious and 43 per cent of the laity
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disagreed with it.

A test of chi square yielded a value of 31.07 and

was significant at the .001 level.
Question 70 stated:

"X prefer to xrorship God by private pray

ers rather than as a member of a group."

Eighty per cent of the priests

and and 54 per cent of the laity disagreed with this statement.

Eleven

per cent of the clergy and religious and 36 per cent of the laity agreed
with it.

The chi square value x^as 124.43 and was significant at the

.001 level.
Question 71 read:

"Priests and nuns have a greater call to

holiness and good xrorks than do Christian lay people."

Forty-one per

cent of the priests and religious and 33 per cent of the laity agreed
xvith this statement.

Fifty-six per cent of priests and religious and

59 per cent of the laity disagreed with the statement.

A test of chi

square revealed a value of 28.82 xtfhich. was significant at the .001
level.
Question 72 said:

"I would be willing to attend lectures, pro

grams, or discussions about the meaning of the changes in the church
since Vatican II."

Eighty-five per cent of the clergy and religious

and 72 per cent of the laity agreed and 7 per cent of the clergy and
religious and 11 per cent of the laity disagreed.

The test for chi

square revealed a value of 89.61 and was significant at the .001 level.
Question 80 stated:

"In general, the goals of the Church can

be better reached by traditional methods than by new approaches."
Sixty-five per cent of the clergy and religious and 46 per cent of
the laity disagreed with this statement.

Fifteen per cent of the

clergy and religious and 26 per cent of the laity agreed with it.

A
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test for chi square revealed a value of 44.85 which was significant at
the .001 level.

General Attitudes Toward the
Church and Its Educational
Activities
In this area differences of opinion betx/een clergy and religious
and lay people were reflected in the responses to questions 34, 39, 40,
47, 63 and 79.

Other questions under general attitudes toward the

Church and its educational activities were:

35, 43, 48, 60, 61 and 66.

In question 34 the statement was made:

"Too often in Catholic

schools, pastors, without formal training in education tell the prin
cipal how to run the school."

Sixty-two per cent of the priests and

religious and 30 per cent of the laity agreed with this.

Thirteen per

cent of the priests and religious and 23 per cent of the laity disagreed.
A test of chi square yielded a value of 70.01 which was significant at
the .001 level.
Question 39 stated:

"Parents should not force their teen-age

children to attend religious education classes."

Eiity-three per cent

of the priests and religious and 69 per cent of the laity disagreed
with this statement.

The chi square value was 17.39 which was sig

nificant at the .01 level.
Question 40 read:

"Parents who send their children to Catholic

schools are generally not interested in the problems of public educa
tion."

Sixty-three per cent of the clergy and religious and 71 per

cent of the laity disagreed with this statement.

Twenty-one per cent

of the clergy and religious and 8 per cent of the laity x^ere undecided.
A test for chi square yielded a value of 11.74 and was significant at
the .01 level.
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Question 47 stated:

"Policies for Catholic schools should be

formulated by boards made up of laymen and clergy."

Eighty-three per

cent of the clergy and religious and 91 per cent of the laity agreed.
A test of chi square yielded a value of 14.11 which was significant at
the .01 level.
Question 63 stated:

"The value of a Catholic college education

is so great that the Catholic community should support Catholic colleges."
Fifty-seven per cent of the clergy and religious and 27 per cent of the
laity agreed while 20 per cent of the clergy and religious disagreed and
39 per cent of the laity did so.

The chi square value was 87.07 and was

significant at the .001 level.
Question 79 read:

"In the long run, Catholics who attend public

schools turn out to be just as good Catholics as those who attend paro
chial schools."

Txtfenty-eight per cent of the clergy and religious agreed

and 47 per cent of the laity did so.
and religious were undecided.

Forty-five per cent of the clergy

For the laity the figure was 27 per cent.

The chi square value was 19.02 and the significance level was .001.

A Comparison of the Attitudes Toward Future Alternatives
in Catholic Education and Toward the Relative
Importance of Catholic Education for Various
Grades and Age Levels Expressed by Priests/
Religious and Lay People Residing in the
Diocese of Bismarck: Questionnaire Part
III, Questions 84-97 and Part IV,
Questions 98-109
Table 6 presents the data comparing responses of priests and
religious with those of lay people for Part III of the questionnaire.
Part III is concerned with future alternatives in plans for Catholic
education.

TABLE 6
CHI SQUARE VALUES FOR RESPONSES OF PRIESTS/RELIGIOUS
AND LAY PEOPLE TO PART III, QUESTIONS 84-97

Lay People

Priests/Religious

Question
Number

Would Like
Such a Plan

No
Opinion

Would Not Like
Such a Plan

Would Like
Such a Plan

No
Opinion

Would Not Like
Such a Plan

Test of
Significance

84
85

68
10

17
22

14
67

46
14

24
18

28
67

30.27C
1.99

86
87
88
89
90

24
21
20
48
14

19
20
28
26
30

55
59
51
24
55

23
25
24
45
20

15
18
21
21
31

60
55
54
32
47

5.73
3.27
4.45
2.93
9.73°

91
92
93
94
95

15
46
47
41
56

30
25
24
20
22

54
27
26
38
21

18
27
31
36
50

30
20
20
18
18

49
51
48
44
30

1.19
42.60C
32.83^
12.15°
5.59

96
97

21
35

39
28

39
35

20
52

40
32

38
15

2.46
23.93C

f*2 df. (5.991 required) significant at .05.
2 df. (9.210 required) significant at .01.
°2 df. (13.815 required) significant at .001.
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Of the 8 basic proposals and variations presented in questions
84-97 in Part III, 6 significant differences were revealed between the
responses of clergy and religious as compared with those of lay persons.
Question 84 asked respondents their opinion of a plan to con
solidate small parochial schools located close together into one large
elementary school.
lay persons.

This was approved by more clergy and religious than

The test for chi square yielded a value of 30.27 and was

significant at the .001 level.
Question 90 suggested that more Catholic elementary schools be
built so that all Catholic children can attend one.

The chi square

test result was 9.73 and was significant at the .01 level.

More lay

people than priests and religious approved this plan.
Question 92 proposed that children take some courses (such as
reading, mathematics, art, science) in a good nearby public elementary
school and the rest of their courses (such as religion, social studies,
literature) in the Catholic elementary school.

Forty-six per cent of

the priests and religious would like such a plan while only 27 per cent
of lay people would like it.

The chi square test revealed a value of

42.60 and was significant at the .001 level.
A shared time proposal was made in Question 93 for the high
school level.

It was suggested that students take some courses (such

as reading, mathematics, art, science) in a good nearby public high
school and the rest of their courses (such as religion, social studies,
literature) in the Catholic high school.
in the preceding question.

Answers were similar to those

Priests and religious were more favorable

than lay people and in this instance the chi square value was 32.83
which was significant at the .001 level.
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A released time program whereby Catholic children would attend
public schools and be dismissed early two or three days a week to
receive religious instruction at a Religious Education was suggested
in Question 94.

The chi square test yielded a value of 12.15 and the

significance level was .01.
Question 97 stated:

"Catholic elementary and secondary schools

should not be drastically changed, but should continue in their present
form."

While priests and religious were evenly divided on approving and

disapproving such a plan at 35 per cent each, the lay people were far
more supportive of and confident in the value of the school system in
its present form.
opposed.

They were 52 per cent in favor and only 15 per cent

The chi square test result was 23.93 x/hich x<ras significant

at the .001 level.
In Part TV of the questionnaire respondents were asked to make
judgments about the relative importance of Catholic education for the
various grade and age levels.
109 in the questionnaire.

These questions were numbered from 98 to

The results are presented in Table 7.

In this section there were five questions 98, 99, 100, 101, 106
and 109 where the ansx^ers given by priests and religious as compared
with lay people were significantly different.
In question 98 respondents were asked to choose one of five
alternatives in answering the question:

"If Catholic schools had to

close some grades, which ones should be closed first?"

Priests and

religious were evenly divided with 30 per cent in favor of closing
the primary grades (1-4) and 30 per cent in favor of closing the
high school (grades 9-12).

Lay people were in favor of retrenchment

at the high school level at 48 per cent and in favor of .retrenchment

TABLE 7
CHI SQUARE VALUES FOR RESPONSES OF PRIESTS/RELIGIOUS
AND LAY PEOPLE TO PART IV, QUESTIONS 98-109

Priests/Religious

Ques
tion
Number

Primary
School
Gr. 1-4

Middle
School
Gr. 5-8

Lay People

High
School
Gr. 9-12

More
Than
One of
These

None
of
These

Primary
School
Gr. 1-4

Middle
School
Gr. 5-8

High
School
Gr. 9-12

More
Than
One of
These

None
of
These

Test of
Signif
icance

98
99
100

30
36
35

14
12
16

30
27
7

3
5
12

19
15
24

24
46
39

9
13
23

43
25
15

3
5
9

15
10
12

23.23°
2.55
25.25°

101
102
103
104
105

16
15
67
1
5

21
7
6
3
28

18
20
2
75
' 47

15
22
17
5
13

23
30
4
11
3

21
19
71
2
12

27
9
10
3
36

24
29
2
78
38

12
14
15
4
11

15
26
1
11
1

14.74b
3.94
1.75
1.51
5.69

106
107
108
109

14
26
2
4

16
8
8
11

24
14
53
46

28
10
22
26

12
36
10
9

26
30
6
12

20
9
13
17

26
25
46
34

22
6
24
28

6
27
10
7

16.47b
6.84
8.32
23.26°

j^4 df. (9.488 required) significant at .05.
4 df. (13.277 required) significant at .01.
4 df. (18.465 required) significant at .001.
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at the primary level only at 24 per cent.

The chi square value xras

23.23 and significant at the .001 level.
Concerning the grade level at which present Sunday school, or
Confraternity classes would most likely be as effective as attendance
at a Catholic school, which was the subject of question 100, the chi
square value was 25.25 and was significant at the .001 level.

Thirty-

five per cent of the priests and religious and 39 per cent of the lay
people felt that the primary grades would be as effective in a Sunday
school or Confraternity of Christian Doctrine Program as in a Catholic
school.

Twenty-four per cent of the priests and religious and 12 per

cent of the lay people rejected all the other choices.
Question 101 asked:

"At what grade level might greatly improved

Sunday school or Confraternity classes be just about as effective as
attendance at a Catholic school?"

Twenty-three per cent of the priests

and religious and 15 per cent of the lay people did not accept any of
the alternative choices.

In the opinion of the priests and religious

16 per cent felt that improved Sunday school classes x^ould most likely
be as effective as attendance at a Catholic school at the primary level,
21 per cent at the middle school level and 18 per cent at the high
school level.

Lay people indicated they felt Sunday school or Con

fraternity classes would be as effective as attendance at a Catholic
school with 21 per cent at the primary level, 27 per cent at the middle
level and 24 per cent at the high school level.

The test of chi square

yielded a value of 14.74 which was significant at the .01 level.
Respondents were asked in Question 106:

"At what grade level

it is most important to have priests, sisters, or brothers as teachers?"
Priests and religious felt that it was more important at the high
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school level (24 per cent), and lay people were evenly divided between
primary and high school levels (26 per cent).

The chi square value was

16.47 and significant at the .01 level.
Question 109 asked at what level is it most important for Cath
olic students to come to know young people of other religions and races?
Forty-six per cent of priests and religious felt it was at the high
school level and 34 per cent of the lay people felt similarly.

The chi

square test result was 23.26 which was significant at the .001 level.
The other questions in this series indicated that there was a
fairly close harmony between the views of clergy, religious and laity.

A Comparison of the Attitudes Toward Reasons Parents
Sometimes Give for Choosing a Catholic School
Expressed by Priests/Religious and Lay People
Residing in the Diocese of Bismarck:
Questionnaire Part V, Questions 110-129
Table 8 presents the data which compares the responses of
priests and religious x^ith lay people for Part V of the questionnaire.
Part V deals with reasons which parents sometimes give for their deci
sion whether or not to send their children to Catholic schools.
teen reasons were presented in questions 110 through 129.

Nine

The chi

square test for significant differences in the responses of priests
and religious as compared with those of lay people revealed 13
instances out of 20.

Four were significant at the .05 level, 2 at

the .01 level and 6 at the .001 level.
In question 110 which gave "previous experience with Catholic
schools" as a reason for choosing or not choosing Catholic schools,
61 per cent of the laity said this was an important reason for send
ing their children to Catholic schools, while 47 per cent of the

TABLE 8
CHI SQUARE VALUES FOR RESPONSES OF PRIESTS/RELIGIOUS
AND LAY PEOPLE TO PART V, QUESTIONS 110-129

Priests/Religious

Important Reason
for
Not Sending
to
Catholic
School

Important
Reason for
Sending
to
Catholic
School

Not
Important
One
Way
or the
Other

Important
for
Not Sending
to
Catholic
School

Test of
Signif
icance

CO

Not
Important
One
Way
or the
Other

- JU

Ques
tion
Number

Important
Reason for
Sending
to
Catholic
School

Lay People

47
82
68
68
33
11

42
10
27
29
60
35

7
5
2
1
4
50

61
73
80
56
44
8

31
17
18
41
53
50

6
9
1
3
3
41

9.81
16.05C
13.71b
4.61
23.10C

116
117
118
119
120

39
9
77
70
95

56
36
18
26
3

3
52
2
1
1

37
10
75
87
89

58
41
21
12
10

4
48
4
1
1

2.57
8.19
2.00
28.69c
9.18

121
122
123
124
125

60
68
92
5
64

33
23
6
76
29

4
6
1
16
5

55
62
90
5
49

40
31
9
79
43

4
6
1
16
7

6.85
18.18c
1.16
35.35°
18.99C

00

110
111
112
113
114
115

TABLE 8— Continued

Priests/Religious

Ques
tion
Number

126
127
128
129

Important
Reason for
Sending
to
Catholic
School

45
8
7
7

Not
Important
One
Way
or the
Other

40
73
78
68

Lay People

Important Reason
for
Sending
to
Catholic
School

11
16
. 12
22

Important
Reason for
Sending
to
Catholic
School

49
7
12
5

Not
Important
One
Way
or the
Other

44
85
73
65

Important Reason
for
Sending
to
Catholic
School

5
7
14
29

Test of
Signif
icance

9.14a
20.28C
3.43
6.00
Ui
CO

^2 df. (5.991 required) significant at .05.
2 df. (9.210 required) significant at .01.
C2 df. (13.815 required) significant at .001.
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clergy said it was an important reason.

A chi square test yielded a

value of 8.86 which was significant at the .05 leyel.
The quality of education was listed in question 111.

Eighty-

two per cent of the clergy and religious indicated this was an impor
tant reason for choosing Catholic schools and 73 per cent of the laity
did so.

Five per cent of the clergy and religious and 9 per cent of

the laity indicated this was an important reason for not sending chil
dren to a Catholic school.

The chi square value was 9.81 which was

significant at the .01 level.
Question 112 listed the reason as "nuns, brothers or priests
teaching religion."

Eighty per cent of the laity said this'was an

important factor in determining their choice of schools and 68 per
cent of the clergy and religious agreed that it was.

The chi square

value was 16.05 which was significant at the .001 level.
The influence of Catholic classmates was the reason given in
number 113.

Sixty-eight per cent of clergy and religious ga!ve this

as an important reason for choosing the Catholic school and 56 per
cent of the lay persons did so.

Twenty-nine per cent of priests and

religious said it was not important one way or the other and 41 per
cent of the lay people agreed.

The test for chi square revealed a

value of 13.71 which was significant at the .01 level.
Tuition costs was the reason given in question 115.

Fifty per

cent of the clergy and religious as compared with 41 per cent of the
laity said this was an important reason for not sending children to
Catholic schools.

Thirty-five per cent of the clergy and religious

and 50 per cent of the laity indicated it made no difference one way
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or the other.

The chi square value was 23.10 and was significant at

the .001 level.
Distance of Catholic schools from home \>ras the reason given in
question 117.

A test of chi square yielded a result of 8.19 and was

significant at the .05 level.

In this question 52 per cent of priests

and religious and 48 per cent of the laity indicated this was a com
pelling reason for not sending a child to the Catholic school.

Thirty-

six per cent of the clergy and religious and 41 per cent of the laity
indicated it made no difference one way or the other.
In question 119, the reason listed was "Religious exercises
(prayers before class, Mass on school days)".

Eighty-seven per cent

of the laity and 70 per cent of the priests and religious agreed that
this was an important reason for choosing a Catholic school.

Twenty-

six per cent of the clergy and religious and 12 per cent of the laity
said it was not important one way or the other.

The chi square value

was 28.69 and was significant at the .001 level.
The religious or moral atmosphere in the school was the reason
listed in question 120.

Ninety-five per cent of the priests and reli

gious and 89 per cent of the laity said it was an important reason for
sending a child to a Catholic school.

Ten per cent of the laity and

3 per cent of the clergy and religious said it did not make any differ
ence one way or the other.

The test for chi square revealed a value of

9.18 which was significant at the .05 level.
Also significant at the .05 level was the chi square value of
6.85 for the reason given in question 121 "Parental obligation to send
children to Catholic schools."

Sixty per cent of priests and religious

and 55 per cent of the laity said it was an important reason for
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choosing Catholic schools while 33 per cent of the priests and religious
and 40 per cent of the laity said it did not make any difference one way
or the other.
Question 122 listed the reason:
trary to the faith will be taught."

"Assurance that nothing con

Sixty-eight per cent of the clergy

and religious and 62 per cent of the laity said this \<ras an important
reason for choosing Catholic schools.

Thirty-one per cent of the laity

and 23 per cent of the clergy and religious said it was not important
one way or the other.
"Developing personal freedom and responsibility" was listed as
a reason for sending or not sending a child to a Catholic school in
question 125.
the .001 level.

The chi square value was 18.99 and was significant at
Sixty-four per cent of the priests and religious and

49 per cent of the laity indicated this was an important reason for
choosing Catholic schools.

Forty-three per cent of the laity and 29

per cent of the clergy and religious said it was not important one way
or the other.
In question 127 the clergy and religious indicated (16 per cent)
and the laity (7 per cent) that it would be an important reason for not
sending a child to Catholic schools if the motivation or purpose was to
avoid racial integration in the public schools.

The chi square test

revealed a value of 20.28 and was significant at the .001 level.

A Comparison Between the Total Groups of Priests/Religious
and Lay People of the Diocese of Bismarck Toward
Perceived Strengths and Weaknesses of Catholic
Education: Part VI, Questions 130-146
Part VI of the questionnaire presented a list of factors designed
to secure the opinions of the respondents as to strengths and x<reaknesses
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of Catholic schools in selected areas.
number 130 through 146.

These were given in questions

The four choices available were:

(1) Catholic

schools are better than public schools, (2) Catholic schools are about
the same as public schools, (3) public schools are better than Catholic
schools, (4) No experience on which to make a judgment.
When the test of chi square was applied to the responses given
to the 17 factors listed in this section 5 were found to be significant.
Two were significant at the .05 level and 3 at the .01 level.

The data

for this section are presented in Table 9.
Question 130 asked opinions concerning the physical education
programs in Catholic schools.

Thirty-fiye per cent of the priests and

religious and 29 per cent of the laity indicated that the public school
was better.

The chi square value was 15.55 and was significant at the

.01 level.
Regarding guidance and counseling services at Catholic schools,
question 132, 32 per cent of the clergy and religious and 37 per cent
of the laity felt they were better in the Catholic schools, 29 per
cent of the clergy and religious and 30 per cent of the laity felt
they were the same as the public schools and 20 per cent of the clergy
and religious and 15 per cent of the laity felt that the public school
did a better job in this area.

The chi square test result was 14.96

and was significant at the .01 level.
In preparing students for college, question 138, 31 per cent
of the clergy and religious and 27 per cent of the laity felt that
Catholic schools did a better job, 51 per cent of the clergy and
religious and 49 per cent of the laity felt it was about the same
and 3 per cent of the clergy and religious and 10 per cent of the

TABLE 9
CHI SQUARE VALUES FOR RESPONSES OF PRIESTS/RELIGIOUS
AND LAY PEOPLE TO PART VI, QUESTIONS 130-146

Priests/Religious

Ques
tion
Number

Catholic
School
Better
Than
Public
School

Lay People

Catholic
School
Same
As
Public
School

Public
School
Better
Than
Catholic
School

No
Experience
On Which
To Make
Judgment

Catholic
School
Better
Than
Public
School

Catholic
School
Same
As
Public
School

Public
School
Better
Than
Catholic
School

No
Experience
On Which
To Make
Judgment

Test of
Signif
icance

3

43

35

18

7

46

29

18

15.55b

131
132
133
134
135

54
32
64
29
31

28
29
25
58
54

1
20

15
16
9
9
11

47
37
60
29
25

36
30
31
59
58

2
15
1
4
4

15
17
7
7
12

2.98
14.96
1.14
1.47
2.49

136
137
138
139
140

39
18
31
69
10

36
59
51
14
62

4
7
3

20
14
13
15
14

34
17
27
69
13

41
60
49
17
58

4
9
10
3
16

20
12
14
11
13

1.84
.54
10.42^
13.06b
.39

.57
2

.86
13

cr p

130

TABLE 9— Continued

Lay People

Priests/Religious

Catholic
School
Better
Than
Public
School

Catholic
School
Same
As
Public
School

Public
School
Better
Than
Catholic
School

141
142
143
144
145

21
14
15
73
74

58
70
43
19
17

7
3
27

146

14

35

37

Ques
tion
Number

.57
.86

No
Experience
On Which
To Make
Judgment

Catholic
School
Better
Than
Public
School

Catholic
School
Same
As
Public
School

Public
School
Better
Than
Catholic
School

No
Experience
On Which
To Make
Judgment

12
12
14
6
7

21
14
11
67
64

61
69
48
26
27

7
2
29
2
2.

12
15
11
5
7

1.83
1.53
1.32
10.783
7.35

12

13

34

37

15

1.94

3 df. (7.815 required) significant at .05.
3 df. (11.345 required) significant at .01.
3 df. (16.268 required) significant at .001.

Test of
Signif
icance
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laity felt public schools were stronger in this area.

The chi square

test revealed a value of 10.42 and was significant at the .05 level.
Question 139, in regard to preparation for marriage and family
life indicated that 3 per cent of the clergy and religious and 10 per
cent of the laity felt the public school did a better job, 69 per cent
of both clergy and religious and laity felt that Catholic schools were
more effective in this area.

The chi square value was 13.06 and was

significant at the .01 level.
Finally, question 144 sought respondents' opinions on the mat
ter of developing respect for persons and property.

Seventy-three per

cent of priests and religious and 67 per cent of the laity felt that
Catholic schools did a better job, 19 per cent of the clergy and reli
gious and 26 per cent of the laity felt the two schools were equally
effective.

Twenty-seven per cent of the clergy and religious and 29

per cent of the laity felt that the public school did a better job.
The chi square value was 10.78 xdiich. xjas significant at the .05 level.

A Comparison of the Attitudes Toward Catholic Education
in General Expressed by Priests/Raligious and Lay People
Under 40 and Over 40 Years of Age Residing in the
Diocese of Bismarck: Questionnaire Part II,
Questions 29-83
Since the age factor for both clergy and religious and lay per
sons was determined to be the crucial variable in considering the future
of Catholic education, this variable was selected in preference to any
others.

Beginning with Table 10 the data are presented shox-ring a com

parison first betxtfeen the opinions and clergy and religious under 40
years of age and over 40 years of age and following that, between the
opinions of members of the laity under 40 and over 40.

Responses to

TABLE 10
CHI SQUARE VALUES FOR RESPONSES OF PRIESTS/RELIGIOUS UNDER 40
AND OVER 40 YEARS OF AGE TO PART II, QUESTIONS 29-83

Under 40

Question
Number

Strongly
Agree

29
30

44
4

47
9

6
10

31
32
33
34
35

16
11
0
25
13

55
53
5
49
48

36
37
38
39
40

15
2
11
7
3

41
42
43
44
45

22
3
3
5
3

Over 40

Strongly
Dis
agree

Strongly
Agree

4
44

0
33

55
9

36
15

6
23

2
41

1
11

1.11
24.31C

15
25
3
23
32

11
10
39
2
7

4
1
53
1
0

49
29
3
2
10

41
49
6
37
37

7
15
18
25
30

2
6
44
15
20

1
1
29
2
2

36.09^
15.74
25.82C
11.44a
9.34

46
10
36
35
15

28
13
18
17
20

9
59
30
31
51

2
17
5
10
12

14
7
11
5
4

53
7
31
21
11

21
16
23
18
22

11
49
27
44
54

2
20
9
14
10

.77
3.86
4.26
3.50
1.34

50
9
2
20
16

13
22
1
32
45

14
38
29
28
28

2
28
65
15
8

22
5
7
9
8

53
9
5
3
34

13
23
4
30
38

13
43
33
25
16

2
23
31
7
6

1.87
6.13
16.51b
7.71
11.80d

Agree

Unde
cided

Dis
agree

Agree

Unde
cided

Dis
agree

Strongly
Dis
agree

Test of
Signif
icance

TABLE 10— Continued

Under 40

Question
Number

Strongly
Agree

46
47
48
49
50

2
40
54
20
2

1
48
42
42
33

35
1
0
15
35

51
52
53
54
55

2
2
6
2
54

28
33
8
35
31

56
57
58
59
60

5
12
23
17
9

61
62
63
64
65

35
24
12
8
21

Over 40

Strongly
Dis
agree

Strongly
Agree

51
10
3
18
28

11
1
1
6
3

2
29
55
16
24

7
53
38
38
46

38
8
1
20
17

38
9
5
22
12

17
3
3
5
1

5.43
12.893
3.64
3.22
45.39°

49
40
5
32
10

20
20
35
25
1

1
5
46
5
1

9
3
9
5
43

36
23
13
37
41

30
40
20
33
9

20
21
41
17
5

5
13
17
7
2

17.62b
4.27
25.27°
4.56
5.60

24
32
51
54
21

52
17
18
24
29

15
36
8
6
33

4
3
1
0
8

8
7
21
27
25

28
31
39
52
47

50
17
18
15
15

9
39
18
5
11

4
6
3
0
2

18.02b
3.97
9.90^
16.71b
47.49°

56
30
41
37
50

7
17
25
9
23

2
25
29
36
5

0
4
3
10
0

45
23
19
11
21

46
33
39
44
48

6
27
23
10
22

2
13
16
27
7

1
4
3
9
2

2.65
15.88b
4.37
7.26
13.67b

Agree

Unde
cided

Dis
agree

Agree

Unde
cided

Dis
agree

Strongly
Dis
agree

Test of
Signif
icance

TABLE 10— Continued

Under 40

Question
Number

Strongly
Agree

66
67
68
69
70

7
1
13
3
2

46
14
63
17
7

27
41
21
11
8

71
72
73
74
75

4
31
30
14
3

24
62
55
59
7

76
77
78
79
80

5
55
6
9
3

81
82
83

5
2
6

Over 40*
4

Strongly
Dis
agree

Strongly
Agree

17
35
2
47
53

3
9
1
23
29

7
5
19
7
4

28
19
51
23
9

25
36
21
9
7

36
28
9
42
54

5
11
1
20
26

29.44°
16.47b
3.54
3.74
1.50

3
1
10
20
14

29
6
4
6
46

39
0
1
2
30

19
24
41
20
10

30
60
40
47
25

3
8
11
18
14

32
5
5
9
41

16
3
3
5
9

46.81°
13.85°
9.503
2.84
36.38C

39
38
21
25
1

12
2
26
46
16

31
1
25
16
45

15
3
21
4
35

15
46
20
3
5

39
43
32
22
16

13
4
22
'45
20

27
5
15
25
44

7
3
11
5
16

15.65b
6.44
25.12C
3.13
18.84°

47
10
54

36
5
23

9
47
13

4
36
5

9
7
11

35
22
39

34
12
27

20
45
19

2
15
4

3.13
44.90°
5.29

Agree

Unde
cided

Dis
agree

^4 df. (9.488 required) significant at .05.
4 df. (13.277 required) significant at .01.
4 df. (18.465 required) significant at .001.

Agree

Unde
cided

Dis
agree

Strongly
Dis
agree

Test of
Signif
icance
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the questions in Parts IX, III, IV, V and VI of the questionnaire will
be sequentially compared.
The reader is referred to the general introduction to Part II
in section II on page
Tables 10 and 11 present the data comparing responses of priests
and religious under 40 years of age with responses of those over 40 years
of age for Part II of the questionnaire.
Results in this section of the questionnaire indicated that there
were 26 responses from clergy and religious indicating indicating signifi
cant between group differences, 3 at the .05 level, 10 at the .01 level,
and 12 at the .001 level.

For the lay people there xtfere 38 responses

indicating significant between group differences, 3 at the .05 level,
10 at the .01 level and 25 at the .001 level.
The procedure folloxtfed in Section II will be followed here as
well.

To simplify reporting procedures the significant responses

been grouped under 4 general headings:

(1) Attitudes Toward Finance,

(2) Attitudes Toward Retrenchment, (3) Attitudes Indicative of Cath
olic Conservatism and (4) General Attitudes Toxjard the Church and its
Educational Activities.
In the analysis below, the responses of clergy and religious
and laity x?ill be mentioned only for those questions where significant
differences occurred.

Reference should be made to Tables 10 and 11

for details concerning non-significant figures and values.

Attitudes Toward Finance
Question 31 stated that the financial support of Catholic educa
tion is the duty of all Catholics whether or not they have children in
Catholic schools.

TAB.LE 11
CHI SQUARE VALUES FOR RESPONSES OF LAY PEOPLE UNDER 40 AND
OVER 40 YEARS OF AGE TO PART II, QUESTIONS 29-83

Under 40

Ques
tion
Number

Strongly
Agree

29
30

33
6

43
13

15
13

31
32
33
34
35

24
15
0
6
7

47
43
2
10
40

36
37
38
39
40

6
3
5
4
4

41
42
43
44
45

30
5
1
4
1

Over 40

Strongly
Dis
agree

Strongly
Agree

8
55

1
14

40
5

47
18

8
11

4
54

2
12

14.18b
34.35°

8
19
5
52
27

16
19
38
20
24

5
4
55
5
2

31
18
1
8
8

49
46
4
27
41

6
13
8
43
' 29

11
18
50
20
20

3
5
37
3
1

15.94°
6.96
52.39C
12.113
4.95

47
17
22
22
12

26
15
20
7
11

20
49
45
41
55

1
15
9
27
18

12
3
7
3
4

48
13
22
21
20

21
14
18
7
7

19
60
49
49
60

1
9
4
20
9

6.61
43.85C
35.85C
21.04C
43.55°

59
13
8
36
17

5
20
2
19
30

4
45
50
32
30

1
17
40
9
21

23
4
4
8
3

64
14
10
41
24

6
16
3
15
25

6
52
60
30
34

1
14
23
6
14

2.07
7.90
33.78°
3.06
27.95°

Agree

Unde
cided

Dis
agree

Agree

Unde
cided

Dis
agree

Strongly
Dis
agree

Test of
Signif
icance

TABLE 11— Continued

Under 40

Ques
tion
Number

Strongly
Agree

46
47
48
49
50

1
25
52
11
7

16
64
42
38
37

35
6
3
19
19

51
52
53
54
. 55

3
2
9
2
24

45
32
14
35
55

56
57
58
59
60

4
8
11
26
20

61
62
63
64
65

25
11
3
13
8

Over 40

S trongly
Dis
agree

Strongly
Agree

35
4
2
28
31

13
0
2
4
7

3
21
36
10
11

14
70
57
41
52

30
4
1
14
14

42
4
4
28
21

11
1
1
7
2

3.85
4.67
25.67C
5.04
46.95C

24
48
12
49
9

25
13
40
11
11

2
4
26
2
2

5
3
. 11
3
17

52
38
23
44
57

18
36
15
37
13

21
16
39
13
11

4
7
12
3
2

9.90*
16.68
30.115
14.50?
15.22b

46
33
34
58
41

22
10
24
9
15

19
41
29
6
20

9
8
2
1
4

5
7
10
33
23

44
33
36
53
47

20
10
17
8
13

23
44
34
4
14

8
6
4
1
3

3.69
1.67
.81.
15.74b
15.06

56
33
20
34
55

10
20
37
9
19

8
31
30
36
15

1
6
9
8
2

28
9
5
13
9

59
37
25
33
56

6
22
32
10
20

6
30
33
36
13

1
2
6
8
3

14.22b
57.83C
65.37C
10.45a
20.87C

Agree

Unde
cided

Dis
agree

Strongly
Dis
agree

Test of
Signif
icance

tr o' n o' o

Dis
agree

cf a*

Agree

Unde
cided

TABLE 11— Continued

Under 40

Over 40*
4

Question
Number

Strongly
Agree

66
67
68
69
70

7
7
9
13
9

22
29
44
31
32

30
28
27
8
11

33
28
17
40
42

71
72
73
74
75

3
7
25
12
4

22
65
38
43
16

6
16
18
30
19

50
11
16
13
47

76
77
78
79
80

9
52
11
12
3

26
40
25
36
17

9
5
21
31
31

3
5
7

25
14
31

48
8
27

81
82 .
83

Agree

Unde
cided

Dis
agree

Strongly
Dis
agree

Strongly
Agree

Agree

Unde
cided

Dis
agree

Strongly
Dis
agree

Test of
Signif
icance

7
6
10
12
5

24
38
54
38
28

21
21
19
9
9

42
28
16
34
51

7
6
1
7
7

24.94C
30.76C
24.21C
3.18
21.83°

20
1
3
2
14

8
8
25
11
7

30
63
52
58
33

8
18
9
16
11

44
10
10
14
42

9
2
4
2
6

25.16°
6.34
18.33b
30.74°
65.98°

45
7
32
17
40

10
4
11
5
9

8
38
17
10
5

33
44
40
36
24

11
3
19
26
27

41
12
19
25
38

6
4
5
3

6

1.44
9.93a
59.43°
10.81a
1.13

21
55
24

2
19
11

5
6
6

30
25
36

32
13
19

30
46
30

3
10
9

19.42°
44.99°
19.62°

9
8.
2
8
6

°4 df. (9.488 required) significant at .05.
4 df. (13.277 required) significant at .01.
4 df. (18.465 required) significant at .001.

73
Priests/religious.

Seventy-one per cent of those under 40 and

90 per cent of those over 40 agreed Xvdth this statement.

Fifteen per

cent of those under 40 and 7 per cent of those over 40 were undecided
while 15 per cent of those under 40 and 3 per cent of those over 40
disapproved it.

A test for chi square revealed a value of 36.09 which

was significant at the .001 level.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 71 per cent agreed, 8 per cent

were undecided and 21 per cent disagreed.

Of those over 40, 80 per

cent agreed, 6 per cent were undecided and 14 per cent disagreed.

The

chi square value was 15.94 and was significant at the .01 level.
Question 32 asked opinions on the statement that because of
the contribution which Catholic schools make to the community, local
business and industry should give some financial help to these schools.
Clergy and religious.

Of those under 40, 64 per cent agreed,

10 per cent were undecided and 1 per cent disagreed with the statement.
Of those over 40, 78 per cent agreed, 15 per cent were undecided and
7 per cent disagreed with the statement.

The chi square value, was

15.74 and was significant at the .01 level.
Question 45 sought opinions about the statement that an annual
diocesan education tax, based on ability to pay, would be a good way
of raising funds for the support of Catholic education.
Clergy and religious.

Of those under 40, 19 per cent agreed,

45 per cent were undecided and 36 per cent disagreed with the idea.
Of those over 40, 42 per cent agreed, 38 per cent were undecided and
22 per cent disagreed with the proposal.

The value of chi square

was 11.80 and was significant at the .05 level.
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Lay People.

For the group under 40, 18 per cent agreed, 30 per

cent were undecided and 51 per cent disagreed with the proposal.

For

the group over 40, 27 per cent agreed, 25 per cent were undecided and
48 per cent disagreed with the proposal.

The test for chi square

yielded a value of 27.95 and was significant at the .001 level.
Question 51 sought opinions on the statement that tuition rates
for high schools should be raised when necessary so that they come close
to meeting the actual costs of education.
Clergy and religious.

Of the group under 40, 30 per cent agreed,

49 per cent x^ere undecided

and 21 per cent disagreed. Of

40, 45 per cent agreed, 30

per cent were undecided and 25 per cent dis

agreed.

the group over

The chi square value was 17.62 and x^as significant at the .01

level.
Question 56 asked for opinions about the statement that the
respondent would be willing to contribute, on a tax deductible basis,
to an annual diocesan educational fund raising drive, similar to a
United Fund drive.
Clergy and religious.

Of the group under 40, 29 per cent agreed,

52 per cent x<rere undecided

and 15 per cent disagreed. Of

40, 36 per cent agreed, 50

per cent were undecided and 13 per cent dis

agreed.

the group over

The value of chi square was 18.02 and was significant at the

.01 level.
Question 59 sought opinions on that statement that most Cath
olics do not contribute as much as they could to the support of the
church.
Clergy and religious.

Among the group under 40, 71 per cent

agreed, 24 per cent were undecided and 6 per cent disagreed.

Among

75
the group over 40, 79 per cent agreed, 15 per cent vrere undecided and 5
per cent disagreed.

The value of chi square was 16.71 and was signifi

cant at the .01 level.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 84 per cent agreed, 9 per cent

were undecided and 7 per cent disagreed.

Of those over 40, 86 per cent

agreed, 8 per cent were undecided and 4 per cent disagreed.

The value

of chi square was 15.74 and the result was significant at the .01 level.
Question 65 asked opinions on the statement that part of the
money collected in a diocesan educational fund raising drive should be
used to provide training for specialists in religious education.
Clergy and religious.

Of the group under 40, 71 per cent agreed,

23 per cent were undecided and 5 per cent disagreed.

Of the group over

40, 69 per cent agreed, 22 per cent were undecided and 9 per cent dis
agreed.

The chi square value was 13.67 which was significant at the

.01 level.
Lay People.

Among those under 40, 63 per cent agreed, 19 per

cent were undecided and 17 per cent disagreed.

Among those over 40,

65 per cent agreed, 20 per cent xoere undecided and 16 per cent were
in disagreement with the statement.

The value for chi square was

20.87 and was significant at the .001 level.
Question 67 asked opinions on the present policy x^hereby each
parish is responsible for the financing of its oxim parochial school as
the best policy.
Clergy and religious.

Among those under 40, 15 per cent agreed,

41 per cent xjere undecided and 44 per cent disagreed.

Among those over

40, 24 per cent agreed, 36 per cent were undecided and 39 per cent dis
agreed.

A test for chi square yielded a value of 16.47 and was signifi

cant at the .01 level.
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Lay People. Among those under 40, 36 per cent agreed, 28 per
cent were undecided and 36 per cent disagreed.

Among those over 40,

44 per cent agreed, 21 per cent were undecided and 34 per cent dis
agreed.

The chi square value was 30.76 and was significant at the

.001 level.
Question 73 sought opinions on the statement that public funds
should be used to help defray the cost to Catholic schools for teach
ing children academic subjects such as mathematics, foreign language,
science, and reading.
Clergy and religious.

Of those under 40, 85 per cent agreed,

10 per cent were undecided and 5 per cent disagreed with the statement.
Of those over 40, 81 per cent agreed, 11 were undecided and 8 per cent
disagreed with the statement.

The value of chi square was 9.50 and

the level of significance was .05.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 63 per cent agreed, 18 per cent

were undecided and 19 per cent disagreed xtfith the statement.

Of those

over 40, 77 per cent agreed, 9 per cent were undecided and 14 per cent
disagreed with the statement.

The value of chi square was 18.33 and

was significant at the .01 level.
Question 74 sought opinions on the statement that parish
finances made it impossible for Catholic schools to match public
school teacher salaries.
Lay People.

Among those under 40, 55 per cent agreed, 30 per

cent were undecided and 15 per cent disagreed with it.

Among those

over 40, 69 per cent agreed, 16 per cent were undecided and 16 per
cent disagreed with it.

The value of chi square x^as 30.74 and the

result was significant at the .001 level.
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Question 81 sought opinions on the statement which said that
people would contribute more to the support of Catholic education if
they felt that laymen were involved in making educational policy in
the diocese.
Lay People.

Among those under 40, 28 per cent agreed, 48 per

cent were undecided and 23 per cent disagreed ■with the statement.
Among those over 40, 35 per cent agreed, 32 per cent were undecided
and 33 per cent disagreed with the statement.

The value for chi

square was 19.42 and was significant at the .001 level.
Question 83 asked for opinions on the statement that part of
the money collected in a diocesan educational fund raising drive
should he used to provide scholarships to Catholic colleges and
universities.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 38 per cent agreed, 27 per

cent were undecided and 35 per cent disagreed with the proposal.

Of

those over 40, 35 per cent agreed, 19 per cent were undecided and 39
per cent were in disagreement with the statement.

The value of chi

square was 19.62 which was significant at the .001 level.

Attitudes Toward Retrenchment
Question 30 stated that it is not possible to have a strong
parish without a parochial elementary school.
Clergy and religious.

Thirteen per cent of those under 40

agreed, 10 per cent were undecided and 77 per cent disagreed with
the statement.

Of those over 40, 24 per cent agreed, 23 per cent

were undecided and 52 per cent disagreed with the statement.

A test

for chi square, yielded a value of 24.31 which was significant at the
.001 level.
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Lay People.

Of those under 40, 19 per cent agreed, 13 per cent

were undecided and 69 per cent disagreed with the statement.

Of those

over 40, 23 per cent agreed, 11 per cent were undecided and 66 per cent
disagreed with the statement.

The chi square value was 34.35 and was

significant at the .001 level.
Question 33 asked if the lack of trained personnel and funds
became a problem for Catholic schools, they should concentrate on edu
cating the very bright students who would probably be the future lead
ers of the community.
Clergy and religious.

Of those under 40, 5 per cent agreed, 3

per cent were undecided and 92 per cent disagreed.

Of those over 40,

9 per cent agreed, 18 per cent were undecided and 73 per cent disagreed.
The chi square value was 28.82 and it was significant at the .001 level.
Lay People.

In the group under 40, 2 per cent agreed, 5 per

cent were undecided and 93 per cent disagreed.

In the group over 40,

5 per cent agreed, 8 per cent were undecided and 87 per cent disagreed.
The chi square value was 52.39 and was significant at the .001 level.
Question 62 asked opinions on the statement that it is impos
sible for the Church to provide adequate religious and moral formation
for public high school students with present Confraternity or Sunday
school programs.
Clergy and religious.

Of those under 40, 54 per cent agreed

with this statement, 17 per cent were undecided and 29 per cent dis
agreed.

Of those over 40, 56 per cent agreed, 27 per cent were unde

cided and 17 per cent disagreed.
was significant at the .01 level.

The chi square value was 15.88 and
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Attitudes Indicative of
Catholic Conservatism
Question 50 sought opinions on the statement when a Catholic
with young children is buying a new home, one of the things which he
should seriously consider is whether or not the parish has an elemen
tary school.
Clergy and religious.

Of those under 40, 35 per cent agreed

with this statement, 35 per cent were undecided and 31 per cent dis
agreed.

Of those over 40, 70 per cent agreed, 17 per cent were unde

cided and 13 per cent disagreed.

The chi square value was 45.39 which

was significant at the .001 level.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 44 per cent agreed, 19 per cent

were undecided, and 38 per cent disagreed.

Of those over 40, 63 per

cent agreed with the statement, 14 per cent were undecided and 23 per
cent disagreed.

The chi square value was 46.95 and was significant at

the .001 level.
Question 52 sought opinions on the religion texts now in use.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 34 per cent approved, 48 per

cent were undecided and 17 per cent disapproved.

Of those over 40,

41 per cent approved, 36 per cent were undecided and 23 per cent dis
approved.

The test for chi square yielded a value of 16.68 and vras

significant at the .01 level.
Question 53 stated that the movement toward Protestant-Catholic
Church unity is dangerous because it tends to deny the traditional doc
trine that the Catholic Church is the one, true Church founded by Christ.
Clergy and religious.

Of those under 40, 14 per cent agreed,

5 per cent were undecided and 81 per cent disagreed.

Of those over 40,
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22 per cent agreed, 20 per cent were undecided and 58 per cent disagreed.
The value for chi square was 25.27 and was significant at the .001 level.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 23 per cent agreed, 12 per cent

were undecided and 66 per cent disagreed.

Of those over 40, 33 per cent

agreed, 15 per cent were undecided and 51 per cent disagreed.

The chi

square value was 30.11 and xras significant at the .001 level.
Question 54 stated that Catholic schools, since Vatican II, have
done a good job of making students aware of their social responsibilities.
Lay People.

In the group under 40, 37 per cent agreed, 49 per

cent were undecided and 13 per cent disagreed.

In the group over 40,

47 per cent agreed, 37 per cent were undecided and 16 per cent disagreed.
The test for chi square yielded a value of 14.50 and was significant at
the .01 level.
Question 55 asked opinions on the statement that we need an
active adult education program on the parish level in order to update
all of the people on new developments in the Church.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 79 per cent agreed, 9 per cent

were undecided and 13 per cent disagreed.

Of those over 40, 74 per

cent agreed, 13 per cent were undecided and 13 per cent disagreed.
The chi square value was 15.22 and was significant at the .01 level.
Question 58 stated that parish members should have more to say
in the running of the parish than they now have.
Clergy and religious.

Of those under 40, 74 per cent agreed,

18 per cent were undecided and 9 per cent disagreed.

Of those over 40,

60 per cent agreed, 18 per cent were undecided and 21 per cent disagreed.
The value for chi, square was 9.90 and was significant at the .05 level.
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Question 64 stated that the best way to improve xrorld conditions
is for each man to concentrate on taking care of his oxm personal and
family responsibilities.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 47 per cent agreed, 9 per cent

were undecided and 44 per cent disagreed with the statement.

Of those

over 40, 46 per cent agreed, 10 per cent were undecided and 44 per cent
disagreed with the statement.

The chi square value was 10.45 and was

significant at the .05 level.
Question 70 stated that the respondent preferred to worship God
by private prayers rather than as a member of a group.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 41 per cent agreed with the

statement, 11 per cent were undecided and 48 per cent disagreed.

Of

those over 40, 33 per cent agreed with the statement, 9 per cent were
undecided and 58 per cent disagreed.

The chi square value was 21.83

and was significant at the .001 level.
Question 71 sought opinions on the statement that priests and
nuns have a greater call to holiness and good works than do Christian
lay people.
Clergy and religious.

In the group under 40, 28 per cent agreed

with this statement, 3 per cent were undecided and 68 per cent disagreed.
In the group over 40, 49 per cent agreed, 3 per cent were undecided and
48 per cent disagreed with the statement.

A test for chi square yielded

a result of 46.81 which was significant at the .001 level.
Lay People.

Ln the group under 40, 25 per cent agreed with the

statement, 6 per cent were undecided and 70 per cent disagreed.

In the

group over 40, 38 per cent agreed with the statement, 8 per cent were
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undecided and 53 per cent disagreed.

The chi square value was 25.16 and

was significant at the .001 level.
Question 72 stated that the respondent would be willing to
attend lectures, programs, or discussions about the meaning of the
changes in the church since Vatican IT.
Clergy and religious.

Of those under 40, 93 per cent agreed,

1 per cent were undecided and 6 per cent disagreed.

Of those over 40,

84 per cent agreed, 8 per cent were undecided and 8 per cent disagreed.
The chi square value was 13.85 and was significant at the .01 level.
Question 75 asked opinions concerning the statement that the
respondent is greatly disturbed when lay people question the decisions
of the Bishops and priests.
Clergy and religious.

Of those under 40, 10 per cent agreed

with the statement, 14 per cent were undecided and 76 per cent dis
agreed.

Of those over 40, 35 per cent agreed with the statement, 14

per cent were undecided and 50 per cent disagreed.

A test of chi

square yielded a value of 36.38 which was significant at the .001
level.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 20 per cent agreed with the

statement, 19 per cent were undecided and 61 per cent disagreed with
it.

Of those over 40, 40 per cent agreed with the statement, 11 per

cent were undecided and 48 per cent disagreed with it.

The chi square

value was 65.98 x<rhich was significant at the .001 level.
Question 76 stated that the Church has changed so much in such
a short period of time that only trained teachers should give religious
education to children.
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Clergy and religious.

Of the group under 40, 44 per cent agreed

with this statement, 12 per cent were undecided and 46 per cent dis
agreed.

Of the group over 40, 54 per cent agreed with, the statement,

13 per cent were undecided and 34 per cent disagreed.

A test of chi

square yielded a value of 15.65 which was significant at the .01 level.
Question 77 asked opinions about the statement that since the
change to English, the Mass has taken on a greater meaning.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 92 per cent agreed, 5 per cent

were undecided and 11 per cent disagreed.

Of those over 40, 82 per

cent agreed with, the statement, 3 per cent were undecided and 16 per
cent disagreed.

The chi square value was 9.93 which was significant

at the .05 level.
Question 78 asked opinions about the statement that people who
insist on following their consciences in certain matters instead of
obeying Church laws are endangering their eternal salvation.
Clergy and religious.

Of those under 40, 27 per cent agreed

with the statement, 26 per cent were undecided and 46 per cent dis
agreed with it.

Of those over 40, 52 per cent agreed with the state

ment, 22 per cent xrere undecided and 26 per cent disagreed.

A test

of chi square yielded a value of 25.12 which was significant at the
.001 level.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 36 per cent agreed with the

statement, 21 per cent were undecided and 43 per cent disagreed.

Of

those over 40, 57 per cent agreed, 19 per cent were undecided and 24
per cent disagreed.

The chi square value was 59.43 and was signifi

cant at the .001 level.
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Question 80 asked the opinion of respondents on the question of
whether the goals, of the Church can be better reached by traditional
methods than by new approaches.
Clergy and religious.

Of those under 40, 4 per cent agreed with

the statement, 16 per cent were undecided and 80 per cent disagreed.

Of

those over 40, 21 per cent agreed, 20 per cent were undecided and 60 per
cent disagreed.

A test of chi square yielded a value of 18.84 which was

significant at the .001 level.
Question 82 asked opinions about the statement that sermons
should deal with the unchangeable truths of the Church and not with
current issues.
Clergy and religious.

Of those under 40, 12 per cent agreed

with the statement, 5 per cent were undecided and 83 per cent disagreed.
Of those over 40, 29 per cent agreed, 12 per cent were undecided and 60
per cent disagreed.

A test of chi square yielded a value of 44.90 which

was significant at the .001 level.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 9 per cent agreed with the state

ment, 8 per cent were undecided and 74 per cent disagreed.

Of those

over 40, 31 per cent agreed with the statement, 13 per cent were unde
cided and 56 per cent disagreed.

A test for chi square yielded a value

of 44.99 which xcas significant at the .001 level.

General Attitudes Toward the
Church and Its Educational
Activities
Question 29 stated that however hard it is to define, Catholic
schools haye a unique and desirable quality that is not found in public
schools.
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Lay People.

In the group under 40, 76 per cent agreed with the

statement, 15 per cent x^ere undecided and 9 per cent disagreed.

In the

group over 40, 87 per cent agreed, 8 per cent xrere undecided and 6 per
cent disagreed.

A test for chi square revealed a value of 14.18 and

was significant at the .01 level.
Question 34 stated that too often in Catholic schools, pastors,
without formal training in education tell the principal how to run the
school.
Clergy and religious.

Of those under 40, 74 per cent agreed

with this statement, 23 per cent were undecided and 3 per cent disagreed
Of those over 40, 39 per cent agreed, 25 per cent were undecided and 17
per cent disagreed.

A test for chi square yielded a value of 11.44 and

was significant at the .05 level.
Lay People.

In the group under 40, 16 per cent agreed with this

statement, 52 per cent were undecided and 25 per cent disagreed.

In the

group oyer 40, 35 agreed, 43 per centwere undecided and 23 per cent
agreed.

dis

The chi square value was 12.11 and was significant at the .05

leyel.
Question 37 said that parochial school education is narrowing
because it limits children to contacts with those who have the same
religious beliefs.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 20 per cent agreed with this

statement, 15 per cent were undecided and 64 per cent disagreed.

Of

those over 40, 16 per cent agreed, 14 per cent were undecided and

69

per cent disagreed.

The chi square value was 43.85 and was signifi

cant at the .001 level.
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Question 39 stated that parents should not force their teen-age
children to attend religious education classes.
Lay People.

In the group under 40, 26 per cent agreed with this

statement, 7 per cent were undecided and 68 per cent disagreed.

In the

group over 40, 24 per cent agreed, 7 per cent were undecided and 69 per
cent disagreed.
Question 40 made the statement that parents who send their chil
dren to Catholic schools are generally not interested in the problems of
public education.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 16 per cent agreed with the

statement, 11 per cent x^ere undecided and 73 per cent disagreed.

Of

those over 40, 24 per cent agreed, 7 per cent were undecided and 69
per cent disagreed.

The chi square value was 43.55 and x^as signifi

cant at the .001 level.
Question 43 said that sending a child to Catholic schools ful
fills the obligation of the parent for the religious education of the
child.
Clergy and religious.

Of those under 40, 5 per cent agreed, 1

per cent were undecided and 94 per cent disagreed.

Of those over 40,

12 per cent agreed, 4 per cent were undecided and 84 per cent disagreed.
The chi square value was 16.51 and v&s significant at the .01 level.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 9 per cent agreed, 2 per cent

were undecided and 90 per cent disagreed.

Of those over 40, 14 per

cent agreed, 3 per cent \<rere undecided and 83 per cent disagreed.

Here

the chi square value was 33.78 and was significant at the .001 level.
Question 47 stated that policies for Catholic schools should be
formulated by boards made up of laymen and clergy.
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Clergy and religious.

Of those under AO, 88 per cent agreed,

1 per cent were undecided and 11 per cent disagreed.

Of those over 40,

82 per cent agreed, 8 per cent were undecided and 12 per cent disagreed.
The chi square value was 12.89 and was significant at the .05 level.
Question A8 stated that all teachers in Catholic schools, lay
and religious, must have qualifications at least equal to those required
by teachers in public schools.
Lay People.

Of those under AO, 9A per cent agreed, 3 per cent

were undecided and A per cent disagreed.

Of those over AO, 93 per cent

agreed, 1 per cent were undecided and 5 per cent disagreed.

The value

for chi square was 25.67 and was significant at the .001 level.
Question 60 said that every Catholic child should spent some
time in Catholic schools.
Clergy and religious.

Of those under AO, 30 per cent agreed,

29 per cent xjere undecided and Al per cent disagreed.

Of those over

A0, 72 per cent agreed, 15 per cent were undecided and 13 per cent dis
agreed.

The value for chi square was A7.A9 and was significant at the

.001 level.
Lay People.

In the group under A0, 61 per cent agreed with

this statement, 15 per cent were undecided and 2A per cent disagreed.
In the group over A0, 70 per cent agreed, 13 per cent were undecided,
and 17 per cent disagreed.

The value for chi square was 15.06 and

was significant at the .01 level.
Question 61 stated that Catholics should see that the needs of
children in Catholic schools are known to their state legislatures.
Lay People.

Of those under A0, 81 per cent agreed, 10 per cent

were undecided and 9 per cent disagreed.

Of those over A0, 87 per cent
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agreed, 6 per cent were undecided and 7 per cent disagreed.

The chi

square test result was 14.22 and was significant at the .01 level.
Question 63 stated that the value of a Catholic college educa
tion is so great that the Catholic community should support Catholic
colleges.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 23 per cent agreed, 37 per cent

were undecided and 39 per cent disagreed.

Of those over 40, 30 per cent

agreed, 32 per cent were undecided and 39 per cent disagreed.

The chi

square test result was 65.37 which was significant at the .001 level.
Question 66 stated that Catholic children who attent public
school tend to he treated as second class citizens of the parish if
there is a parish school.
Clergy and religious.

Of those under 40, 53 per cent agreed

with this statement, 27 per cent were undecided and 20 per cent dis
agreed.

Of those oyer 40, 35 per cent agreed, 25 per cent were unde

cided and 41 per cent disagreed.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 29 per cent agreed, 30 per cent

were undecided and 42 per cent disagreed.

Of those over 40, 31 per cent

agreed, 21 per cent were undecided and 49 per cent disagreed.

The value

for chi square was 24.94 and was significant at the .001 level.
Question 79 stated that in the long run, Catholics who attend
public schools turn out to be just as good Catholics as those who
attend parochial schools.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 48 per cent agreed with this

statement, 31 per cent were undecided and 22 per cent disagreed.

Of

those over 40, 46 per cent agreed, 26 per cent were undecided and 28

89
per cent disagreed.

The value for chi square was 10.81 and was signifi

cant at the .01 level.

A Comparison of the Attitudes Toward Future Alternatives
in Catholic Education and Tox^ard the Relative Importance
of Catholic Education for Various Grades and Age Levels
Expressed By Priests/Religious and Lay People Under 40
and Over 40 Years of Age Presiding in the Diocese of
Bismarck: Questionnaire Part III, Questions 84-97
and Part IV, Questions 98-109
Tables 12 and 13 present the data comparing responses of priests
and religious under 40 years of age with the responses of those over 40
years of age for Part III of the questionnaire and the data comparing
the responses of lay persons under 40 years of age and over 40 years of
age for Part III.

Part III is concerned xtfith possible future alterna

tives in Catholic education.
was chi square.

Por this section the test for significance

There were 2 degrees of freedom and significance levels

x^ere established at 5.991 for the .05 level, 9.210 for the .01 level and
13.815 for the .001 level.
In Part III there were 14 questions and responses from clergy
and religious indicated significant differences In 8 expressed opinions,
2 at the .05 level and 6 at the .001 level.

For the lay people there

were 12 significant differences in expressed opinions, 6 at the .05
level, 2 at the .01 level and 4 at the .001 level.
In question 84 the statement x<ras made: "Consolidate small paro
chial schools located close together into one large elementary school."
Clergy and religious.

Eight per cent of those under 40 approved

this as compared with 64 per cent of those over 40.

The test of chi

square yielded a value of 14.33 x/hich was significant at the .001 level.
Lay People.

There was no significant difference in the opinions

of the lay people under 40 as compared with those over 40 on this

TABLE 12
CHI SQUARE VALUES FOR RESPONSES OF PRIESTS/RELIGIOUS UNDER 40
AND OVER 40 YEARS OF AGE TO PART III, QUESTIONS 84-97

Unde r 40

Question
Number

Would Like
Such a Plan

No
Opinion

Over 40

Would Not Like
Such a Plan

Would Like
Such a Plan

No
Opinion

Would Not Like
Such a Plan

Test of
Significance

84
85

80
6

10
19

10
75

64
12

20
24

16
64

14.33°
7.29a

86
87
88
89
90

27
23
16
58
5

19
21
32
20
21

54
57
51
23
75

23
21
21
45
18

20
20
27
30
35

57
59
52
25
47

5.22
.98
1.24
2.63
29.16°

91
92
93
94
95

6
39
41
44
69

22
23
22
13
10

73
38
37
43
22

19
51
51
40
51

34
27
27
23
27

47
23
22
37
21

27.95°
21.64°
22.60°
2.59
31.54°

96
97

25
31

33
26

43
44

20
38

42
29

38
33

5.65
8.85a

*2 df. (5.991 required) significant at .05.
z df. (9.210 required) significant at .01.
C2 df. (13.815 required) significant at .001.

TABLE 13
CHI SQUARE VALUES FOR RESPONSES OF LAY PEOPLE UNDER 40 AND
OVER 40 YEARS OF AGE TO PART III, QUESTIONS 84-97

Over 40

Under 40

Question
Number

Would Like
Such a Plan

No
Opinion

Would Not Like
Such a Plan

Would Like
Such a Plan

No
Opinion

Would Not Like
Such a Plan

Test of
Significance

84
85

44
12

27
17

29
70

48
15

23
19

28
66

3.09
8.03a

86
87
88
89
90

23
25
25
50
22

14
19
21
21
28

63
56
54
29
50

24
26
24
44
20

16
17
22
22
33

60
57
55
35
47

3.61
6 '17b
10.54
6.42a
20.65°

91
92
93
94
95

20
22
26
33
55

27
15
16
21
18

53
63
59
46
28

18
31
35
39
49

33
22
22
17
19

49
46
43
44
31

8.56a
16.22c
15.11°
14.88°
7.27°

96
97

24
45

39
38

37
17

19
57

42
29

39
14

7.97a
9.22

df. (5.991 required) significant at .05.
b2
z df. (9.210 required) significant at .01.
c2 df. (13.815 required) significant at .001.
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question.

Forty-four per cent of those under 40 and 48 per cent of

those over 40 approved this proposal.
Question 85 stated:

"Close grades 1-3 in Catholic schools and

concentrate on an especially modern approach to education on grades
4-8."
Clergy and religious.

Seventy-five per cent of those under 40

and 64 per cent of those oyer 40 disapproved.

Twenty-four per cent of

the older group had no opinion as opposed to 10 per cent for the
younger group.

The chi square value was 7.29 and was significant at

the .05 level.
Lay People.

Seventy per cent of those under 40 disapproved and

66 per cent of those over 40 also disapproved.

The test result for chi

square was 8.03 which was significant at the .05 level.
In Question 87 the proposal was made to:

"Close the Catholic

high schools, xjhere they are good public schools, and have Catholic
children attend the public schools.

However, have the parishes set

up Religious Education Centers— staffed by full-time specialists— to
provide religious education for these children after school hours or
on Saturday or Sunday."
Clergy and religious.
the opinions of the txro groups.

There x<ras no significant difference in
Fifty-seven per cent of the younger

and 59 per cent of the older members were opposed to this plan.
Twenty-three per cent of the younger and 21 per cent of the older
members approved it.
Lay People.

Fifty-six per cent of the younger group were

opposed and 57 per cent of the older group were also.

Nineteen per

cent of the younger group among the laity had no opinion and 17 per
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cent of the older group had none.

The test of chi square yielded a

value of 6.17 which was barely significant at the .05 level.
The future alternative presented in Question 88 was:

"Close

grades 7 and 8 and concentrate on grades 1-6."
Clergy and religious.

There was no significant difference

between the opinions of members of this group over 40 and under 40
regarding the proposal.

Fifty-one per cent of the younger group and

52 per cent of the older group disapproved the proposal.
Lay People.

Among the laity, 25 per cent of those under 40

were in favor of the proposal and 24 per cent of those over 40.
Fifty-four per cent of those under 40 were opposed and 55 per cent
of those over 40 were opposed to the plan.

Thirty-two per cent of

the younger group and 27 per cent of the older group had no opinion
on this issue.

A test of chi square yielded a value of 10.54 which

was significant at the .01 level.
Question 89 suggested this future alternative:

"Construct a

classroom building whenever possible adjacent to a good public high
school.

With the cooperation of public school officials, Catholic

students attending the high school could then elect religious educa
tion courses, to be conducted in this separate building by well quali
fied teachers, as part of their regular high school schedules."
Clergy and religious.

There was no significant difference

betxjeen the opinions of those under 40 compared with those over 40.
Fifty-eight per cent of the younger members of the group and 45 per
cent of the older approved the plan.
Lay People. Among the younger group 50 per cent approved this
proposal while among the older 44 per cent approved it.

Twenty-nine
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per cent of the younger group disliked the idea as compared with 35 per
cent among the older members.

The chi square test revealed a value of

6.42 which was significant at the .05 level.
In Question 90 the statement read:

"Build more Catholic elemen

tary schools so that all Catholic children can attend a Catholic elemen
tary school."
Clergy and religious.

Seventy-five per cent of the group under

40 and 47 per cent of those over 40 disapproved this proposal.

A test

of chi square yielded a result of 29.16 and was significant at the .01
level.
Lay People.

Fifty per cent of the younger group and 47 per

cent of the older group disapproved this proposal.

Twenty-two per cent

of those under 40 and 20 per cent of those over 40 approved it.

Twenty-

eight per cent of the younger group had no opinion and 33 per cent of
the older group did not express an opinion.

The chi square value was

20.65 and x^ras significant at the .001 level.
Question 91 suggested that Catholics:

"Build more high schools

so that all Catholic adolescents can attend a Catholic high school."
Clergy and religious.

Seventy-three per cent of those under 40

and 47 per cent of those over 40 disagreed with the proposal.

Six per

cent of those under 40 and 19 per cent of those over 40 agreed xtfith it.
A test of chi square yielded a value of 27.95 which, was significant at
the .001 level.
Lay People.

Fifty-three per cent of the younger laity dis

approved the plan and 49 per cent of those in the group over 40.
Twenty per cent of the younger group and 18 per cent of the older
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group approved the proposal.

A test of chi square yielded a value of

8.56 and was significant at the .05 level.
Question 92 proposed that:

" ...

children take some courses

(such as reading, mathematics, art, science) in a good nearby public
elementary school and the rest of their courses (such as religion,
social studies, literature) in the Catholic elementary school."
Clergy and religious.

Thirty-nine per cent of those under 40

and 51 per cent of those over 40 approved this proposal.

Thirty-eight

per cent of those under 40 and 23 per cent of those over 40 did not
approve this proposal.

The chi square value was 21.64 which was sig

nificant at the .001 level.
Lay People.

Twenty per cent of the laity under 40 and 18 per

cent oyer 40 approved this plan.

Fifty-three per cent of those under

40 and 49 per cent of those over 40 did not approve this proposal.
Twenty-seven per cent of the younger group and 33 per cent of the
older group did not have any opinion.

The test result for chi square

revealed a value of 8.56 which was significant at the .05 level.
In Question 93 the proposal was made to:

"Have students take

some courses (.such as reading, mathematics, art, science) in a good
nearby public high school and the rest of their courses (such as reli
gion, social studies, literature) in the Catholic high school."
Clergy and religious.

Forty-one per cent of the younger group

and 51 per cent of the older group approved this proposal.

Thirty-

seven per cent of the younger group and 22 per cent of the older group
disapproved this proposal.

A test of chi square yielded a value of

22.60 which was significant at the .001 level.
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Lay People.

Twenty-six per cent of the group under 40 approved

this proposal and 35 per cent of those over 40 did so.

Fifty-nine per

cent of the group under 40 and 43 per cent of those over 40 disapproved
this proposal.

The chi square value was 15.11 which was significant at

the .001 level.
Question 94 suggested this alternative.

"Have Catholic children

take all their courses in the public schools, where there are good pub
lic schools, but on two or three days a week have them dismissed early
in order to attend a Religious Education Center for religious instruc
tion. "
Clergy and religious.

There was no significant difference in

the opinions of clergy and religious under 40 and over 40 in regard to
this question.

Forty-four per cent of those under 40 and 40 per cent

of those over forty agreed.
Lay People.

Thirty-three per cent of those under 40 and 39 per

cent of those over 40 agreed with this proposal.

Forty-six per cent of

those under 40 and 44 per cent of those over 40 disapproved the plan.
Twenty-one per cent of the younger group and 17 per cent of the older
group had no opinion.

The test for chi square revealed a value of

14.88 and was significant at the .001 level.
Question 95 suggested that Catholics, in cooperation with mem
bers of other faiths, build ecumenical religious education centers
near public high schools so that on a released time basis, religious
instruction could be provided for our youth.
Clergy and religious.

Sixty-nine per cent of the younger group

and 51 per cent of the older group approved.

Twenty-two per cent of

the younger group did not favor the plan nor did 21 per cent of the
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older group.

The chi square value was 31.54 and was significant at the

.001 level.
Lay People.

Fifty-five per cent of the group under 40 and 49

per cent of those over 40 approved this proposal.

Twenty-eight per

cent of those in the younger group and 31 per cent of those in the
older group disapproved this plan.

The chi square value was 7.27 and

was significant at the .05 level.
Question 96 stated:

"In some areas, local diocesan high schools

might be changed to junior high schools permitting nearby parishes to
eliminate grades 7 and 8.

Students of grades 10-12 would then go to

public high schools."
Clergy and religious.
between the groups.

There was no significant difference

Forty-three per cent of those under 40 and 38 per

cent of those over 40 did not approve this plan.

Twenty-five per cent

of the younger group and 20 per cent of the older group did approve
the plan.
Lay People.

Twenty-four per cent of the younger group and 19

per cent of the older group approved the proposal.

Thirty-seven per

cent of the younger and 39 per cent of the older group did not approve
it.

A test of chi square yielded a value of 7.97 and was significant

at the .05 level.
Question 97 said that Catholic elementary and secondary schools
should not be drastically changed, but should continue in their present
form.
Clergy and religious.

Thirty-one per cent of the younger group

and 38 per cent of the older group approved the statement while 44 per
cent of the younger and 33 per cent of the older group'did not approve
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it.

The chi square value was 8.85 and was significant at the .05

level.
Lay People.

Forty-five per cent of the group under 40 and

57 per cent of the group over 40 approved the statement.

Seventeen

per cent of the younger group and 14 per cent of the older group did
not approve the statement.

A test of chi square revealed a value of

9.22 which was significant at the .01 level.

A Comparison Between the Responses of Priests
and Religious and Lay People Over and Under
40 to the Questions in Part IV of the
Questionnaire
Tables 14 and 15 present the data comparing the responses of
priests and religious under 40 years of age with the response of those
over 40 years of age for Part IV of the questionnaire and the data com
paring the responses of lay persons under 40 years of age and over 40
years of age for Part IV.

Part IV is concerned with, the relative impor

tance of Catholic education for the various grade or age levels.
answers were possible:

Five

Cl) Primary school (grades 1-4, ages 6-10),

(2) Middle school (grades 5-8, ages 10-14), (3) High school (grades
9-12, ages 15-18), (4) More than one of the above, and (5) None of
the above.
In Part IV there x^ere 12 questions and responses from clergy
and religious indicated significant differences in 9 expressed opin
ions, 3 at the .05 level, 2 at the .01 level and 4 at the .001 level.
For the lay people significance was found in all 12 responses, one at
the .05 level, 4 at the .01 level and 7 at the .001 level.
Question 98 asked:

"If Catholic schools had to close some

grades, which ones should be closed first?"

TABLE 14
CHI SQUARE VALUES FOR RESPONSES OF PRIESTS/RELIGIOUS UNDER 40
AND OVER 40 YEARS OF AGE TO PART IV, QUESTIONS 98-109

Under 40

Primary
School
Gr. 1-4

Ques
tion
Number

Middle
School
Gr. 5-8

Over 40

High
School
Gr. 9-12

More
Than
One of
These

None
of
These

Primary
School
Gr. 1-4

Middle
School
Gr. 5-8

High
School
Gr. 9-12

More
Than
One of
These

None
of
These

Test of
Signif
icance

98
99
100

23
45
33

10
9
15

39
21
7

2
7
15

25
17
29

34
35
39

16
14
18

28
31
8

4
5
11

18
15
24

12.03a
6.71
4.79

101
102
103
104
105

13
18
68
0
5

16
2
2
3
39

24
13
1
73
38

21
26
23
6
16

26
41
6
18
2

19
15
71
2
5

25
10
8
3
26

18
25
3
83
54

14
22
15
5
12

25
28
3
8
3

14.13b
19.41C
8.82

106
107
108
109

18
14
5
7

10
6
14
11

15
13
34
39

32
9
29
34

24
58
18
8

14
34
1
3

19
10
6
12

29
15
65
52

29
11
20
24

8
30
7
10

22.03°
24.89C
36.28°
12.24a

Q

,4 df. (9.488 required) significant at .05.
°4 df. (13.277 required) significant at .01.
4 df. (18.465 required) significant at .001.

10'77h
15.06b

VO

VO

TABLE 15
CHI SQUARE VALUES FOR RESPONSES OF LAY PEOPLE UNDER 40 AND
OVER 40 YEARS OF AGE TO PART IV, QUESTIONS 98-109

Under 40

Ques
tion
Number

Primary
School
Gr. 1-4

Middle
School
Gr. 5-8

Over 40

High
School
Gr. 9-12

More
Than
One of
These

None
of
These

Primary
School
Gr. 1-4

Middle
School
Gr. 5-8

High
School
Gr. 9-12

More
Than
One of
These

None
of
These

Test of
Signif
icance

98
99
100

20
49
40

7
11
18

53
23
14

4
5
14

17
11
13

27
45
39

11
14
26

45
26
17

3
5
6

14
10
12

15.llb
12.293

101
102
103
104
105

20
21
69
3
15

24
8
9
3
40

27
23
2
77
30

13
17
17
4
13

15
31
2
13
2

22
19
73
2
11

29
9
10
3
34

23
33
1
81
43

12
13
14
4
11

15
25
1
10
1

15.27b
19.43C
20.92C
24.44,C
14.76b

106
107
108
109

27
29
8
14

20
6
14
16

18
27
34
28

25
6
28
35

10
33
16
7

26
32
5
11

21
12
13
18

31
25
53
38

20
7
22
26

4
24
7
7

32.88C
22.01C
32.65^
13.41b

100

a4 df. (9.488 required) significant at .05.
4 df. (13.277 required) significant at .01.
4 df. (18.465 required) significant at .001.

22.13°
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Clergy and religious.
as follows:

For the group under 40 the choices were

39 per cent chose to close the high school first, 23 per

cent the primary school and 10 per cent the middle school, 25 per cent
chose none of the options and 2 per cent chose more than one.

For the

group over 40, 34 per cent chose to close the primary school first, 28
per cent the high school and 16 per cent the middle school.

Eighteen

per cent chose none of the alternatives and 4 per cent chose more than
one.

A test for chi square yielded a value of 12.03 and significant

at the .05 level.
Question 99 asked:

"If Catholic schools had to close some

grades, which ones should be closed last?"
Clergy and religious.

Forty-five per cent of the younger group

and 35 per cent of the older group chose the primary grades, 21 per cent
of the younger group and 31 per cent of the older group chose high school
and 9 per cent of the younger group and 14 per cent of the older group
chose the middle school.

In the younger group 17 chose none of the other

alternatives and 15 per cent did so in the older group.

Seven per cent

of those under 40 chose more than one of the options listed as did 5 per
cent of the older group.

The chi square value was 6.71 and was not sig

nificant.
Lay People.

Forty-nine per cent of those under 40 and 45 per

cent of those over 40 chose the primary grades, 23 per cent of the
younger group and 26 per cent of the older group chose high school,
11 per cent of the younger group and 14 per cent of the older group
chose the middle school.

Eleven per cent of those under 40 chose

none of the options as did 10 per cent of those over 40 and 5 per
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cent of each, group chose more than one of the options listed.

A test

for chi square yielded a value of 12.29 which was significant at the
.05 level.
Question 100 asked at what grade level are present Sunday school,
or Confraternity classes most likely to be as effective as attendance at
a Catholic school.
Clergy and religious.

The test for chi square yielded a value

of 4.79 which was not significant.

Both groups chose primary, middle

and high school in that order.
Lay People.

Forty per cent of the younger group and 39 per cent

of the older group selected primary school, 18 per cent of the younger
group selected the middle school as did 26 per cent of the older group,
14 per cent of the younger group and 17 per cent of the older group
selected high school.

Fourteen per cent of the younger group chose

none of the options listed as did 12 per cent of the older group and
13 per cent of those under 40 chose more than one as did 6 per cent of
those over 40.

The chi square test result was a value of 22.73 which

was significant at the .001 level.
Question 101 asked at what grade level might greatly improved
Sunday school or Confraternity classes be just about as effective as
attendance at a Catholic school.
Clergy and religious.

Among the younger group 26 per cent chose

none of the listed options, 24 per cent chose high school, 21 per cent
chose more than one of the listed options, 16 per cent chose middle
school and 13 per cent chose primary school.

Among the older group

25 per cent chose the middle school, 25 per cent chose none of the
listed options, 18 per cent chose high school and 14 per cent chose
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more than one of the options listed.

The test for chi square yielded

a value of 14.13 and was significant at the .01 level.
Lay People.

Among the younger group 27 per cent chose high

school, 24 per cent the middle school, 20 per cent the primary school,
15 per cent none of the listed options and 13 per cent more than one
of the listed options.

Among the older group 29 per cent chose the

middle school, 23 per cent the high school, 22 per cent the primary
school, 15 per cent none of the listed options and 12 per cent more
than one of the listed options.

The test for chi square resulted in

a value of 15.27 which was significant at the .01 level.
Question 102 asked at what grade level can Sunday school or
Confraternity classes, no matter how much they are improved, never be
an adequate substitute for attendance at a Catholic school.
Clergy and religious.

For those under 40, 41 per cent chose n

none of the listed options, 26 per cent chose more than one of them,
18 per cent chose primary school, 13 per cent chose high school and
2 per cent chose middle school.

For the group over 40, 28 per cent

chose none of the listed options, 25 per cent chose high school, 22
per cent chose more than one of the listed options, 15 per cent chose
primary school and 10 per cent middle school.

The chi square value

was 19.41 and was significant at the .001 level.
Lay People.

For those under 40, 31 per cent chose none of the

listed options, 23 per cent chose high school, 21 per cent chose pri
mary school, 17 per cent chose more than one of the options listed and
8 per cent chose middle school.

For those over 40, 33 per cent chose

high school, 25 per cent chose none of the listed options, 19 per cent
primary school, 13 per cent more than one of the listed options and
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9 per cent chose middle school.

The chi square test revealed a value

of 19.43 and was significant at the .001 level.
Question 103 asked at what grade level are parents most effec
tive in the religious formation of their children.
Clergy and religious.
between the groups here.

There was no significant difference

Sixty-eight per cent of those under 40 and

71 per cent of those over 40 said parents were most effective in the
religious formation of their children on the primary level.
Lay People.

Among those under 40, 69 per cent chose the pri

mary school, 17 per cent chose more than one of the listed options,
9 per cent chose the middle school, 2 per cent chose high school and
2 per cent chose none of the listed options.

Among those over 40,

73 per cent chose the primary level, 14 per cent chose more than one
of the listed options, 10 per cent chose the middle school, 1 per
cent the high school and 1 per cent chose none of the listed options.
A test for chi square resulted in a value of 20.92 and was significant
at the .001 level.
Question 104 asked at what grade level are parents least effec
tive in the religious formation of their children.
Clergy and religious.

Of the younger clergy and religious, 73

per cent said high school, 18 per cent chose none of the options listed,
6 per cent chose more than one of the options listed, 3 per cent chose
the middle school and no one selected the primary level.

Of the older

clergy and religious, S3 per cent chose high school, 8 per cent selected
none of the options listed, 5 per cent selected more than one of the
options listed, 3 per cent chose the middle grades and 2 per cent chose
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the primary level.

The chi square value was 10.77 and was significant

at the .05 level.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 77 per cent chose high school,

13 per cent chose none of the listed options, 4 per cent chose more than
one of the listed options, 3 per cent chose the primary level and 3 per
cent chose the middle school.

Of those over 40, 81 per cent chose high

school, 10 per cent chose none of the listed options, 4 per cent chose
more than one of the listed options, 3 per cent chose the middle school
and 2 per cent the primary school.

The chi square value of 24.44 was

significant at the .001 level.
Question 105 asked at what grade level is the formation of
proper attitudes toward social problems (poverty, war, race, etc.)
most possible.
Clergy and religious.

Of the younger clergy and religious 39

per cent chose the middle school, 38 per cent chose high school, 16
per cent chose more than one of the listed options, 5 per cent chose
primary school and 2 per cent chose none of the options listed.

Of

the older group among the clergy and religious, 54 per cent chose high
school, 26 per cent middle school, 12 per cent chose more than one of
the options listed, 5 per cent chose primary school and 3 per cent chose
none of the options listed.

The chi square value was 15.06 and was sig

nificant at the .01 level.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 40 per cent chose the middle

school, 30 per cent chose high school, 15 per cent chose primary school,
13 per cent chose more than one of the options listed and 2 per cent
chose none of the options listed.

Of those over 40, 43 per cent chose

high school, 34 per cent chose middle school, 11 per cent chose primary
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school, 11 per cent chose more of the listed options and 1 per cent chose
none of the listed options.

The chi square test revealed a value of

14.76 which was significant at the .01 level.
Question 106 asked at what grade level is it most important to
have priests, sisters, or brothers as teachers.
Clergy and religious.

Among the younger group 32 per cent chose

more than one of the listed options, 24 per cent chose none of the
listed options, 18 per cent chose primary school, 15 per cent chose high
school and 10 per cent chose middle school.

Among the older group, 29

per cent chose high school, 29 per cent also chose more than one of the
options listed, 19 per cent chose middle school, 14 per cent chose pri
mary school and 8 per cent chose none of the options listed.

A test

for chi square revealed a value of 22.03 which was significant at the
.001 level.
Lay People.

Among the younger group 27 per cent chose primary

school, 25 per cent chose more than one of the options listed, 20 per
cent chose middle school, 18 per cent high school and 10 per cent chose
none of the options listed.

Among the older group, 31 per cent chose

high school, 26 per cent chose primary school, 21 per cent chose the
middle school, 20 per cent chose more than one of the listed options
and 4 per cent chose none of the listed options.

A test for chi square

yielded a value of 32.88 which was significant at the .001 level.
Question 107 asked at what grade level is it least important to
have priests, brothers, or sisters as teachers.
Clergy and religious.

Of those under 40, 58 per cent chose none

of the listed options, 14 per cent chose primary school, 13 per cent
chose high school, 9 per cent chose more than one of the listed options
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and 6 per cent chose the middle school.

Of those over 40, 34 per cent

chose primary school, 30 per cent chose none of the options listed, 15
per cent chose high school, 11 per cent chose more than one of the
options listed and 10 per cent chose the middle school.

The chi square

value was 24.89 and was significant at the .001 level.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 33 per cent chose none of the

options listed, 29 per cent chose the primary school, 27 per cent high
school, 6 per cent middle school and 6 per cent more than one of the
listed options.

Of those over 40, 32 per cent chose primary school,

25 per cent high school, 24 per cent none of the listed options, 12
per cent middle school and 7 per cent chose more than one of the
listed options.

The chi square test result yielded a value of 22.01

and was significant at the .001 level.
Question 108 inquired at what grade level is it most important
for Catholic students to have close friendships with other Catholics.
Clergy and religious.

Of those under 40, 34 per cent chose

high school, 29 per cent chose more than one of the listed options,
18 per cent chose none of the listed options, 14 per cent chose the
middle school and 5 per cent the primary school.

Of those over 40,

65 per cent chose high school, 20 per cent more than one of the
listed options, 7 per cent none of the listed options, 6 per cent
the middle school and 1 per cent the primary school.

The test for

chi square yielded a value of 36.28 and was significant at the .001
level.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 34 per cent chose high school,

28 per cent chose more than one of the listed options, 16 per cent
chose none of the listed options, 14 per cent chose middle school and
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8 per cent chose primary school.

Of those over AO, 53 per cent chose

high school, 22 per cent chose more than one of the listed options,
13 per cent chose the middle school, 7 per cent chose none of the
listed options and 5 per cent chose the primary school.

A test for

chi square resulted in a value of 32.65 and was significant at the
.001 level.
Question 108 asked at what grade level is it most important for
Catholic students to come to know young people of other religions and
races.
Clergy and religious.

Of the group under 40, 39 per cent chose

high school, 34 per cent more than one of the listed options, 11 per
cent middle school, 8 per cent none of the listed options, and 7 per
cent primary school.

Of the group over 40, 52 per cent chose high

school, 24 per cent chose more than one of the listed options, 12 per
cent middle school, 10 per cent none of the listed options and 3 per
cent chose the primary school.

A test for chi square yielded a value

of 12.24 which was significant at the .05 level.
Lay People.

Of the group under 40, 35 per cent chose more

than one of the listed options, 28 per cent chose high school, 16 per
cent middle school, 14 per cent primary school and 7 chose none of the
listed options.

Of the group over 40, 38 per cent chose high school,

26 per cent chose more than one of the listed options, 18 per cent
chose the middle school, 11 per cent chose the primary school and 7
chose none of the listed options.

A test for chi square yielded a

yalue of 13.41 which was significant at the .01 level.
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A Comparison Between the Responses of Priests and Religious
and Lay People Over and Under AO to the Questions in Part V
of the Questionnaire
Tables 16 and 17 present the data comparing responses of priests
and religious under 40 years of age with the responses of those over 40
years of age for Part V of the questionnaire and the data comparing the
responses of lay persons under 40 and over 40 years of age for Part V.
Part V sought to identify reasons considered important by par
ents and others for sending or not sending children to Catholic schools.
Nineteen reasons are listed beginning xvith item number 110 and continuing
through item 129 on the questionnaire.

Respondents were asked to indi

cate their opinion by choosing one of the following:

(lj Important rea

son for sending to Catholic schools, C2) Would not be important one way
or the other, (3) Important reason for not sending to Catholic schools.
Again, the test for significance for all items in this section was chi
square.

There were 2 degrees of freedom and significance levels x^ere

established at 5.991 for the .05 level, 9.210 for the .01 level and
13.815 at the .001 level.
In Part V there were 9 responses from clergy and religious
indicating significant between group differences, 2 at the .05 level,
4 at the .01 level and 3 at the .001 level.

For the lay people all

20 responses were indicative of significant between group differences,
2 at the .05 level, 3 at the .01 level and 15 at the .001 level.
In the case where no significant differences existed between
groups among the clergy and religious these items will be omitted and
the reader is asked to refer to Tables 16 and 17 for details concerning
non-significant figures and values.

TABLE 16
CHI SQUARE VALUES FOR RESPONSES OF PRIESTS/RELIGIOUS UNDER 40
AND OVER 40 YEARS OF AGE TO PART V, QUESTIONS 110-129

Under 40

Ques
tion
Number

Important
Reason for
Sending
to
Catholic
School

Not
Important
One
Way
or the
Other

Over 40

Important Reason
for
Not Sending
to
Catholic
School

Important
Reason for
Sending
to
Catholic
School

Not
Important
One
Way
or the
Other

Important Reason
for
Not Sending
to
Catholic
School

Test of
Signif
icance

32

62

6

56

36

8

19.16C

111
112
113
114
115

84
60
60
18
7

13
38
40
76
42

3
2
0
6
51

84
74
74
41
13

9
24
25
55
34

7
2
1
4
52

2.59
4.53
1.31,
12.75b
5.90

116
117
118
119
120

30
6
67
62
98

68
51
30
36
2

2
43
3
2
0

44
11
84
76
97

54
33
14
23
2

3
57
2
1
1

1.40
4.63,
10.17b
4.24
1.29

121
122
123
124
125

32
55
92
2
70

58
37
8
88
27

10
8
0
10
3

74
73
94
7
63

24
22
5
74
31

2
6
1
19
5

40.63^
11.37b
3.81
4.53
3.09

110

110

TABLE 16— Continued

Under 40

Question
N umb er

Important
Reason for
Sending
to
Catholic
School

126
127
128
129

37
9
2
3

Not
Important
One
Way
or the
Other

50
65
80
63

Over 40

Important Reason
for
Not Sending
to
Catholic
School

13
26
18
34

Important
Reason for
Sending
to
Ca tholic
School

50
8
10
9

Not
Important
One
Way
or the
Other

39
80
81
72

Important Reason
for
Not Sending
to
Catholic
School

11
12
10
18

Test of
Significance

8.38a
16.42°
6.84a
10.53b
Ill

2 df. (5.991 required) significant at .05.
2 df. (9.210 required) significant at .01.
°2 df. (13.815 required) significant at .001.

TABLE 17
CHI SQUARE VALUES FOR RESPONSES OF LAY PEOPLE UNDER AO AND
OVER 40 YEARS OF AGE TO PART V, QUESTIONS 110-129

Under 40

Ques
tion
Number

Important
Reason for
Sending
to
Catholic
School

Not
Important
One
Way
or the
Other

Over 40

Important Reason
for
Not Sending
to
Catholic
School

Important
Reason for
Sending
to
Catholic
School

Not
Important
One
Way
or the
Other

Important Reason
for
Not Sending
to
Catholic
School

Test of
Signif
icance

56

37

7

65

29

6

14.61C

111
112
113
114
115

69
71
47
42
4

24
27
48
55
50

7
2
4
3
45

76
86
61
46
9

14
14
37
52
51

10
1
2
3
40

16.09C
27.18°
34.32°
24.16°
13.51°

116
117
118
119
120

31
7
65
79
82

64
40
29
19
16

5
53
5
2
1

41
12
81
91
93

56
42
16
8
6

3
46
3
1
1

9.44b
37.62°
35.93°
29.93°
27.98°

121
122
123
124
125

39
49
85
6
48

55
42
13
85
44

6
9
1
9
8

65
70
93
4
51

32
25
7
76
43

3
5
1
19
6

48.30°
34.71°
9.79b
24.66°
6.47a

112

110

TABLE 17— Continued

Under 40

Question
Number

126
127
128
129

Important
Reason for
Sending
to
Catholic
School

47
6
11
2

Not
Important
One
Way
or the
Other

47
84
70
59

Over 40

Important Reason
for
Not Sending
to
Catholic
School

6
10
19
40

Important
Reason for
Sending
to
Catholic
School

52
8
13
7

Not
Important
One
Way
or the
Other

43
87
75
70

Important Reason
for
Not Sending
to
Catholic
School

5
5
12
23

Test of
Signi ficance

6.03a
38.33C
24.68C
39.38C
113

j^2 df. (5.991 required) significant at .05.
2 df. (9.210 required) significant at .01.
C2 df. (13.815 required) significant at .001.
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The reason given in item 110 was previous experience with Cath
olic schools.
Clergy and religious.

Thirty-two per cent of those under 40

said this was an important reason for sending children to the Catholic
school, 62 per cent said it would not be important one way or the other
and 6 per cent said it would be an important reason for not sending
children to the Catholic school.

For those over 40, 56 per cent said

it was an important reason for sending children, 36 per cent said it
would not make any difference one way or the other and 8 per cent said
it would be an important reason for not sending them to Catholic schools.
The chi square value was 19.16 and was significant at the .001 level.
Lay People.

Fifty-six per cent of the lay people under 40 said

this would be an important reason for sending children to the Catholic
school, 37 per cent said it would not be important one way or the other
and 7 per cent said it would be an important reason for not sending them.
Of the group over 40, 65 per cent said it would be an important reason
for sending children, 29 per cent said it would make no difference and
6 per cent said it would be an important reason for not sending them to
Catholic school.

The chi square value was 14.61 and was significant at

the .001 level.
Item 111 listed the quality of education as a reason for sending
or not sending children to the Catholic school.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 69 per cent said this would be

an important reason for sending children to the Catholic school, 24 per
cent said it wwmld make no difference one way or the other and 7 per
cent said it would be an important reason for not sending them.

For

those over 40, 76 per cent said it would be an important reason for
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sending children to Catholic schools, 14 per cent said it x^ould make no
difference one way or the other, and 10 per cent said it would be an
important reason for not sending them.

The value of chi square was

16.09 and was significant at the .001 level.
Item 112 was "Nuns, brothers, or priests teaching religion."
lay People.

Of the group under 40, 71 per cent said this was

an important reason for sending children to a Catholic school, 27 per
cent said it would not be important one way or the other and 2 per cent
it would be an important reason for not sending children to a Catholic
school.

Of the group oyer 40, 86 per cent said it would be an impor

tant reason for sending children to a Catholic school, 14 per cent said
it would not be important one way or the other and 1 per cent said it
would be an important reason for not sending them.

The chi square

value was 27.18 and was significant at the .001 level.
Item 113 gave the reason:

"Influence of Catholic classmates."

Lay People. Forty-seven per cent of those under 40 and 61 per
cent of those over 40 said this would be an important reason for send
ing children to a Catholic school.

Forty-eight per cent of those under

40 and 37 per cent of those over 40 said it would not be important one
way or the other.

Four per cent of those under 40 and 2 per cent of

those over 40 said it would be an important reason for not sending
children.

The test of chi square yielded a value of 34.32 and was

significant at the .001 level.
Item 114 gave the reason:

"Religious symbols in classrooms

(statues, crucifixes., etc.).
Clergy and religious.

Eighteen per cent of those under 40 and

41 per cent oyer 40 said this would be an important reason for sending
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children to a Catholic school.

Seventy-six per cent of those under 40

and 55 per cent of those over 40 said it would not be important one way
or the other.

Six per cent of those under 40 and 4 per cent of those

over 40 said it would be an important reason for not sending children
to the Catholic school.

The chi square value was 12.75 and significant

at the .01 level.
Lay People.

Forty-seven per cent of those under 40 and 61 per

cent of those over 40 said this would be an important reason for send
ing children to the Catholic school.

Forty-eight per cent of those

under 40 and 37 per cent of those over 40 said it would not be impor
tant one way or the other and 4 per cent of those under 40 and 2 per
cent of those over 40 said it would be an important reason for not
sending children to a Catholic school.

The chi square test revealed

a value of 34.32 and was significant at the .001 level.
Item 115 listed tuition costs.
Lay People.

Four per cent of those under 40 and 9 per cent of

those over 40 said this would be an important reason for sending chil
dren to a Catholic school.

Fifty per cent of those under 40 and 51 per

cent of those over 40 said it would not be important one way or the
other.

Forty-five per cent of those under 40 and 40 per cent of those

over 40 said it would be an important reason for not sending children.
The chi square value was 13.51 and was significant at the .01 level.
Item 116 cited nuns, brothers or priests teaching subjects
other than religion.
Lay People.

Thirty-one per cent of those under 40 and 41 per

cent of those over 40 said this would be an important reason for send
ing children to a Catholic school.

Sixty-four per cent of those under
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40 and 56 per cent of those over 40 said it would not be important one
way or the other.

Five per cent of those under 40 and 3 per cent of

those over 40 said it would be an important reason for not sending
children.

The chi square value was 9.44 and was significant at the

.01 level.
Item 117 cited the distance of the Catholic school from the
family home.
Lay People.

Seven per cent of those under 40 and 12 per cent

of those over 40 cited this as an important reason for sending children
to the Catholic school.

Forty per cent of those under 40 and 42 per

cent of those over 40 said it was not important one way or the other
and 53 per cent of those under 40 and 46 per cent of those over 40 said
it was an important reason for not sending children to a Catholic school.
The chi square test revealed a value of 37.62 and was significant at the
.001 level.
Item 118 was concerned with discipline.
Clergy and religious.

Sixty-seyen per cent of those under 40 and

84 per cent of those oyer 40 said this was an important reason for send
ing children to a Catholic school.

Thirty per cent of those under 40 and

14 per cent of those over 40 said it was not important one way or the
other and 3 per cent of those under 40 and 2 per cent of those over 40
said it was an important reason for not sending children to the Catholic
school.

The chi square value was 10.17 and was significant at the .01

level.
Lay People.

Sixty-five per cent of those under 40 and 81 per

cent of those over 40 said this was an important reason.

Twenty-nine

per cent of those under 40 and 16 per cent of those over 40 said it
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was not important one way or the other and 5 per cent of those under 40
and 3 per cent of those over 40 said it was an important reason for not
sending children to a Catholic school.

The chi square value was 35.93

and was significant at the .001 level.
Item 119 gave religious exercises (prayers before class, Mass
on school days) as a reason.
Lay People.

Seventy-nine per cent of those under 40 and 91 per

cent of those over 40 said this was an important reason for choosing a
Catholic school.

Nineteen per cent of those under 40 and 8 per cent of

those over 40 said it was not important one way or the other and 2 per
cent of those under 40 and 1 per cent of those over 40 said it was an
important reason for not sending children to a Catholic school.

A test

of chi square yielded a value of 29.93 and was significant at the .001
level.
Item 120 listed the religious or moral atmosphere in the school.
Lay People.

Eighty-two per cent of those under 40 and 93 per

cent of those over 40 said this was an important reason for choosing a
Catholic school.

Sixteen per cent of those under 40 and 6 per cent of

those over 40 said it was not important one way or the other.

One per

cent In each category said it was an important reason for not sending
children to the Catholic school.

The chi square value was 27.98 and

was significant at the .001 level.
Item 121 spoke of the parental obligation to send children to
Catholic schools.
Clergy and religious.

Thirty-two per cent of the group under

40 and 74 per cent of those oyer 40 said this was an important reason
for sending children to the Catholic school.

Fifty-eight per cent of
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those under 40 and 24 per cent of those over 40 said it was not important
one way or the other.

Ten per cent of those under 40 and 2 per cent of

those over 40 said it was an important reason for not sending children to
the Catholic school.

The chi square value was 40.63 and significant at

the .001 level.
Lay People.

Thirty-nine per cent of those under 40 and 65 per

cent of those over 40 said this was an important reason for sending chil
dren to the Catholic school.

Fifty-five per cent of those under 40 and

32 par cent of those over 40 said it would not be important one way or
the other.

Six per cent of those under 40 and 3 per cent of those over

40 said it would be an important reason for not sending children.

The

chi square value of 48.30 was significant at the .001 level.
Item 122 listed as a reason the assurance that nothing contrary
to the faith will be taught.
Clergy and religious.

Fifty-five per cent of those under 40 and

73 per cent of those over 40 said this would be an important reason.
Thirty-seven per cent of those under 40 and 22 per cent of those over
40 said it would not be important one way or the other.

Eight per cent

of those under 40 and 6 per cent of those over 40 said it would be an
important reason for not sending children.

The chi square value was

11.37 and significant at the .01 level.
Lay People.

Forty-nine per cent of those under 40 and 70 per

cent of those over 40 said this would be an important reason.

Forty-

two per cent of those under 40 and 25 per cent of those over 40 said
it would not be important one way or the other.

Nine per cent of

those under 40 and 5 per cent of those over 40 said it would be an
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important reason for not sending children.

The chi square value was

34.71 and significant at the .001 level.
Item 123 listed as a reason giving students a sense of moral
values.
Lay People.

Eighty-five per cent of those under 40 and 93 per

cent of those over 40 said this was an important reason.

Thirteen per

cent of those under 40 and 7 per cent of those over 40 said it was not
important one way or the other.

One per cent in each category said it

was an important reason for not sending children.

The chi square value

was 9.79 and was significant at the .01 level.
Item 124 listed as a reason for sending or not sending children
to the Catholic school the large number of lay teachers presently in
Catholic schools.
Lay People.

Six per cent of those under 40 and 4 per cent of

those over 40 said this was an important reason for sending children.
Eighty-five per cent of those under 40 and 76 per cent of those over
40 said it would not be important one way or the other.

Nine per cent

of those under 40 and 19 per cent of those over 40 said it would be an
important reason for not sending the children.

A test of chi square

yielded a value of 24.66 and was significant at the .001 level.
Item 125 listed as a reason the development of personal freedom
and responsibility.
Lay People.

Forty-eight per cent of those under 40 and 51 per

cent of those over 40 said this was an important reason for sending
children to a Catholic school.

Forty-four per cent of those under 40

and 43 per cent of those over 40 said it would not be important one
way or the other and 8 per cent of those under 40 and-6 per cent of
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those over 40 said it would he an important reason for not sending
children.

The test of chi square yielded a value of 6.47 which was

significant at the .05 level.
Item 126 listed as a reason dissatisfaction with public schools.
Clergy and religious.

Thirty-seven per cent of those under 40

and 50 per cent of those over 40 said this was an important reason.
Fifty per cent of those under 40 and 39 per cent of those over 40 said
it was not important one way or the other and 13 per cent of those under
40 and 11 per cent of those over 40 said it x-ras an important reason for
not choosing a Catholic school.

The test of chi square yielded a value

of 8.38 and was significant at the .05 level.
Lay People.

Forty-seven per cent of those under 40 and 52 per

cent of those over 40 said this was an important reason.

Forty-seven

per cent of those under 40 and 43 per cent of those over 40 said it
would not be important one way or the other.

Six per cent under 40

and 5 per cent over 40 said this was an important reason for not send
ing children to a Catholic school.

The chi square test result was 6.03

and was significant at the .05 level.
Item 127 gave as a reason the racial mixture in public schools.
Clergy and religious.

Nine per cent of those under 40 and 8 per

cent of those oyer 40 said this would be an important reason for choos
ing a Catholic school.

Sixty-five per cent of those under 40 and 80 per

cent of those over 40 said it xrould not be important one way or the
other.

Twenty-six per cent of those under 40 and 12 per cent of those

over 40 said it would be an important reason for not sending children
to a Catholic school.

A test for chi square yielded a value of 16.42

which was significant at the .001 level.
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Lay People.

Six per cent of those under 40 and 8 per cent of

those over 40 said this would be an important reason.

Eighty-four per

cent of those under 40 and 87 per cent of those over 40 said it would
not be important one way or the other.

Ten per cent of those under 40

and 5 per cent of those over 40 said this would be an important reason
for not sending children.

The chi square value x^as 38.33 and was sig

nificant at the .001 level.
The reason listed in item 128 was the use of uniforms in Cath
olic schools.
Clergy and religious.

Two per cent of those under 40 and 10 per

cent of those over 40 said this xrould be an important reason.

Eighty

per cent of those under 40 and 81 per cent of those over 40 said it
would not be important one way or the other.

Eighteen per cent of

those under 40 and 10 per cent of those over 40 said it would be an
important reason for not sending the children.

The chi square value

was 6.84 and was significant at the .05 level.
Lay People.

Eleven per cent of those under 40 and 13 per cent

of those over 40 said this would be an important reason.

Seventy per

cent of those under 40 and 75 per cent of those over 40 said it xrould
not be important one way or the other.

Nineteen

per cent of those

under 40 and 12 per cent of those over 40 said it would be an impor
tant reason for not sending children.

The test for chi square yielded

a value of 24.68 and was significant at the .001 level.
Item 129 listed separate education for boys and girls.
Clergy and religious.

Three per cent of those under 40 and 9

per cent of those over 40 said this would be an important reason.
Fifty-nine per cent of those under 40 and 70 per cent of those over
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AO said it would not be important one way or the other.

Forty per cent

of those under 40 and 23 per cent of those over 40 said it would be an
important reason for not sending children to a Catholic school.

The

chi square value was 39.38 and was significant at the .001 level.

A Comparison Between the Responses of Priests and
Religious and Lay People Over and Under 40 to the
Questions in Part VI of the Questionnaire
Tables 18 and 19 present the data comparing responses of priests
and religious under 40 years of age with the responses of those over 40
years of age for Part VI of the questionnaire and the data comparing the
responses of lay persons under 40 and over 40 years of age for Part VI.
Part VI is concerned with Identifying areas of strength and weak
ness in Catholic schools.
146.

It includes 17 questions, number 130 through.

Respondents could select one of the following options:

Cl) Cath

olic schools better than public schools, (2) Catholic schools about the
same as public schools, (3) Public schools better than Catholic schools,
and (.4) No experience on which to make a judgment.
test for significance was chi square.

For this section the

There were 3 degrees of freedom

and significance levels were established at 7.815 for the .05 level,
11.345 for the .01 level and 16.268 for the .001 level.
In Part VI there were 2 responses from clergy and religious
indicative of significant between group differences, both at the .01
level.

For the lay people there were 15 significant differences in

expressed opinions, 3 at the .05 level, 5 at the .01 level and 7 at
the .001 level.
In the analysis below, the responses of clergy and religious
and laity will be mentioned only for those questions where significant

TABLE 18
CHI SQUARE VALUES FOR RESPONSES OF PRIESTS/RELIGIOUS UNDER 40
AND OVER 40 YEARS OF AGE TO PART VI, QUESTIONS 130-146

Under 40

Ques
tion
Number

Catholic
School
Better
Than
Public
School

Over 40

Catholic
School
Same
As
Public
School

Public
School
Better
Than
Catholic
School

No
Experience
On Which
To Make
Judgment

Catholic
School
Better
Than
Public
School

Catholic
School
Same
As
Public
School

Public
School
Better
Than
Catholic
School

No
Experience
On Which
To Make
Judgment

Test of
Signif
icance

2

39

39

21

3

51

31

15

4.93

131
132
133
134
135

53
21
61
25
22

29
27
27
63
62

0
35
1
2
3

18
17
11
10
13

56
37
72
32
37

28
31
27
55
53

2
15
61
3
1

14
17
61
8
9

3.54,
14.42b
2.79
1.56
4.40

136
137
138
139
140

33
21
27
59
11

45
59
58
26
64

3
6
2
0
11

19
14
13
15
14

41
17
33
74
10

35
60
49
10
62

5
8
4
1
14

20
14
14
15
14

3.12
2.99
1.51
7.68
1.20
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TABLE 18— Continued

Under 40

Over 40

Catholic
School
Same
As
Public
School

Public
School
Better
Than
Catholic
School

No
Experience
On Which
To Make
Judgment

Catholic
School
Better
Than
Public
School

Catholic
School
Same
As
Public
School

Public
School
Better
Than
Catholic
School

No
Experience
On Which
To Make
Judgment

Test of
Signif
icance

141
142
143
144
145

20
9
17
70
67

62
72
45
23
24

6
2
22
0
0

12
17
17
7
9

22
16
15
76
78

57
70
45
18
15

8
4
31
1
1

13
10
10
1
1

3.77
4.98
7.31
2.37
1.12

146

7

29

49

26

17

39

33

11

14.51b

Ques
tion
Number

^3 df. (7.815 required) significant at .05.
3 df. (11.345 required) significant at .01.
3 df. (16,258 required) significant at .001.
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Catholic
School
Better
Than
Public
School

TABLE 19
CHI SQUARE VALUES FOR RESPONSES OF LAY PEOPLE UNDER 40 AND
OVER 40 YEARS OF AGE TO PART VI, QUESTIONS 130-146

Under 40

Ques
tion
Number

Catholic
School
Better
Than
Public
School

Over 40

Catholic
School
Same
As
Public
School

Public
School
Better
Than
Catholic
School

No
Experience
On Which
To Make
Judgment

Catholic
School
Better
Than
Public
School

Catholic
School
Same
As
Public
School

Public
School
Better
Than
Catholic
School

No
Experience
On Which
To Make
Judgment

Test of
Signif
icance

5

41

34

20

8

49

26

17

16.19b

131
132
133
134
135

41
33
56
23
16

38
31
36
64
64

2
16
1
3
4

19
19
7
10
16

50
40
63
33
30

36
30
29
57
56

2
14
1
5
4

12
16
7
6
10

23.27^
11.56b
9.21a
5.48
20.73C

136
137
138
139
140

30
20
17
61
5

44
59
51
22
62

3
9
14
4
17

23
12
18
14
16

37
20
32
74
15

41
59
48
14
54

4
9
8
2
15

18
12
12
10
16

9.22a
25.92C
46.50^
12.377
11.67b

cr* cr
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TABLE 19— Continued

Under 40

Over 40

Catholic
School
Better
Than
Public
School

Catholic
School
Same
As
Public
School

Public
School
Better
Than
Catholic
School

No
Experience
On Which
To Make
Judgment

Catholic
School
Better
Than
Public
School

Catholic
School
Same
As
Public
School

Public
School
Better
Than
Catholic
Schoo]

No
Experience
On Which
To Make
Judgment

141
142
143
144
145

15
9
10
62
51

65
72
51
29
35

6
1
25
1
2

14
18
14
8
12

24
16
12
70
71

59
68
47
24
23

7
3
31
2
2

10
13
9
4
4

27.34C
10.21*
3
24.30C
3.02
25.27C

146

11

32

39

18

15

35

37

14

14.09b

Ques
tion
Number
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^3 df. (7.815 required) significant at .05.
3 df. (11.345 required) significant at .01.
°3 df. (16.268 required) significant at .001.

Test of
Signif
icance
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differences occurred.

Reference should be made to Tables 18 and 19 for

details concerning non-significant figures and values.
Question 130 sought opinion on the physical education programs.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 5 per cent said Catholic schools

were better, 41 per cent said they were the same as the public schools,
34 per cent said the public schools x^ere better and 20 per cent they had
no experience on which, to make a judgment.

Of those over 40, 8 per cent

said that Catholic schools were better, 49 per cent said they were about
the same as public schools, 26 per cent said public schools were better
and 17 per cent said they had no experience on which to make a judgment.
A test for chi square yielded a value of 16.19 and xras significant at
the .01 level.
Question 131 asked about the development of proper attitudes
toxjard social problems (war, poverty, race).
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 41 per cent said the Catholic

schools were better than the public schools, 38 per cent said they x/ere
about the same, 2 per cent said the public schools were better and 19
per cent said they had no experience on which to base a judgment.

Of

those over 40, 50 per cent said Catholic schools were better, 36 per
cent said they were about the same, 2 per cent said public schools
were better and 12 per cent said they had no experience on which to
make a judgment.

The chi square test revealed a value of 23.27 which

was significant at the .001 level.
Question 132 sought comparisons on guidance and counseling
services.
Clergy and religious.

Of those under 40, 21 per cent said Cath

olic schools were better, 27 per cent said they were-about the same,
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35 per cent said the public schools were better and 17 per cent said
they had no basis for judgment.

Of those over 40, 37 per cent said

Catholic schools were better, 31 per cent said they were about the
same, 15 per cent said public schools were Better and 17 per cent
said they had no basis for judgment.

The chi square value was 14.42

which was significant at the .01 level.
Lay People.

Among lay people under 40, 33 per cent said Cath

olic schools were better, 31 per cent said they were about the same,
16 per cent said public schools were better and 19 per cent said they
had no experience on which to base a judgment.

Among lay people over

40, 40 per cent said Catholic schools were better, 30 per cent said
they were about the same as public schools, 14 per cent said public
schools were better and 16 per cent said they had no experience on
which to base a judgment.

A test of chi square yielded a value of

11.56 which was significant at the .01 level.
Question 133 asked about the teaching of honesty and truthful
ness.
Lay People.

Of the group under 40, 56 per cent said the Cath

olic school did a better job, 36 per cent said both schools were about
the same, 1 per cent said the public school was better and 7 per cent
said they had no experience on Xtfhich to base a judgment.

Of the group

over 40, 63 per cent said the Catholic school did a better job, 29 per
cent said both schools were about the same, 1 per cent said the public
school did a better job here and 7 per cent said they had no experience
on which to base a judgment.
significant at the .05 level.

The chi square value was 9.21 which was
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Question 135 was concerned with developing interest and eagerness
for learning.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 16 per cent said that Catholic

schools were better in this respect, 64 per cent said they were about
the same, 4 per cent said public schools were better and 16 per cent
said they had no experience on which to make a judgment.

Of those

over 40, 30 per cent said the Catholic schools did a better job, 56
per cent said they xjere about the same, 4 per cent said the public
school was better and 10 per cent said they had no experience on x^hich.
to make a judgment.

A test of chi square yielded a value of 20.73

xtfhich was significant at the .001 level.
Question 136 sought information about the effectiveness of the
schools in terms of developing a sensitivity to the problems and views
of minority groups.
Lay People.

Of the group under 40, 30 per cent said the Cath

olic school did a better job, 44 per cent said the schools x^ere about
the same, 3 per cent said the public school did a better job and 23 per
cent said they had no experience on which. to make a judgment.

Of the

group over 40, 37 per cent said the Catholic school did a better job,
41 per cent said the schools xjere about the same, 4 per cent said the
public schools did a better job and 18 per cent said they had no expe
rience on Xirhich, to make a judgment.

A test of chi square revealed a

value of 9.22 and it was significant at the .05 level.
Question 137 focused on developing creativity and imagination.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 20 per cent said the Catholic

school did a better job, 59 per cent said both schools were about the
same, 9 per cent said the public school was better, and 12 per cent
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said they had no basis for judgment.

Of those over 40, 20 per cent said

the Catholic school did a better job, 59 per cent said both schools were
about the same, 9 per cent said the public schools were better and 12 per
cent said they had no basis on which to make a judgment.

A test of chi

square yielded a value of 25.92 which was significant at the .001 level.
Question 138 was concerned about how well the schools did in
preparing young people for college.
Lay People.

Of the group under 40, 17 per cent said the Catholic

school did a better job, 51 per cent said they were about the same, 14
per cent said the public school was better and 18 per cent said they had
no basis for judgment.

Of the group over 40, 32 per cent said the Cath

olic school did a better job, 48 per cent said they \<r&re about the same,
8 per cent said the public school did a better job and 12 per cent said
they had no basis for judgment.

The chi square value was 46.50 and sig

nificant at the .001 level.
Question 139 focused on marriage and family life preparation.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 61 per cent said the Catholic

school did a better job, 22 per cent said they were about the same, 4
per cent said the public school was better and 14 per cent said they
had no experience on which to base a judgment.

Of those over 40, 74

per cent said the Catholic school was better, 14 per cent said both
schools were about the same, 2 per cent said the public school was
better and 10 per cent said they had no experience on which to base a
judgment.

The test result of chi square was a value of 12.37 which

v/as significant at the .01 level.
Question 140 was concerned with job preparation.
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Lay People.

Of the group under 40, 5 per cent said the Catholic

school did a better job, 62 per cent said both schools were about the
same, 17 per cent said the public school did a better job and 16 per
cent said they had no experience on which to base a judgment.

Of the

group over 40, 15 per cent said the Catholic school did a better job,
54 per cent said both schools were about the same and 16 per cent said
they had no experience on which to base a judgment.

A test of chi

square revealed a value of 11.67 which x-?as significant at the .01 level.
Question l4l focused on teaching students to think for themselves.
Lay People.

In the group under 40, 15 per cent said Catholic

schools did a better job, 65 per cent said both schools were about the
same, 6 per cent said the public schools did a better job and 14 per
cent said they had no basis for judgment.

In the group over 40, 24 per

cent said the Catholic schools did a better job, 59 per cent said both
schools were about the same, 7 per cent said public schools x^ere better
and 10 per cent said they had no basis for judgment.

The chi square

value was 27.34 and x-ras significant at the .001 level.
Question 142 sought opinions on the question of developing a
love for books.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 9 per cent said the Catholic

school did a better job, 72 per cent said both schools were about the
same, 1 per cent said the public school Xi/as better and 18 per cent said
they had no basis for making a judgment.

Of those over 40, 16 per cent

said the Catholic school did a better job, 68 per cent said both, schools
xjere about the same, 3 per cent said the public school was better and 13
per cent said they had no basis for judgment.

A chi square test revealed

a value of 10.21 which was significant at the .05 level.
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Question 143 asked about the physical condition of the school
building.
Lay People.

In the group under 40, 10 per cent said the Cath

olic school was in better physical condition, 51 per cent said the
physical plants were about the same, 25 per cent said the public school
plant was better and 14 per cent said they had no experience on which
to base a judgment.

In the group over 40, 12 per cent said Catholic

school plants were in better condition, 47 per cent said they were in
about the same condition as the public school, 31 per cent said the
public school plant was better and 9 per cent said they had no basis
on which to make a judgment.

The chi square value was 24.30 and was

significant at the .001 level.
Question 145 focused on the teaching of self-discipline.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 51 per cent said the Catholic

school did a better job, 35 per cent said both schools were about the
same, 2 per cent said the public schools x^ere better and 12 per cent
said they had no experience on which to make a judgment.

Of those over

40, 71 per cent said the Catholic school did a better job, 23 per cent
said both schools were about the same, 2 per cent said the public
schools were better and 4 per cent said they had no basis for making
a judgment.

A test of chi square yielded a value of 25.27 which was

significant at the .001 level.
Question 146 asked about provisions for slow learners.
Clergy and religious.

Of those under 40, 7 per cent said the

Catholic school made better provision, 29 per cent said both schools
were about the same, 49 per cent said the public school was better and
26 per cent said they had no experience on which to base a judgment.
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Of those over 40, 17 per cent said the Catholic school did a better job
in this area, 39 per cent said both schools were about the same, 33 per
cent the public school did a better job and 11 per cent said they had no
experience on which to base a judgment.

The chi square value was 14.51

and was significant at the .01 level.
Lay People.

Of those under 40, 11 per cent said the Catholic

school made better provision, 32 per cent said both schools were about
the same, 39 per cent said the public school did a better job and 18
per cent said they had no experience on xfhich to base a judgment.

Of

those over 40, 15 per cent said the Catholic school did a better job,
35 per cent said both schools were about the same, 37 per cent said
the public school did a better job and 14 per cent said they had no
basis for making a judgment.

A test of chi square yielded a value of

14.09 which xcras significant at the .01 level.

CHAPTER V

SUMMARY, DISCUSSION, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summary

The major purpose of this study ttfus to examine the present
relative attitudes of church members and supporters, clergy, religious
and laity, toward Catholic education in the Diocese of Bismarck, North
Dakota so that the results of this research might permit appropriate
recommendations for possible future action.

As its major thrust this

study sought to answer the following question:
What are the attitudes of priests/religious and lay people
toward:

(1) Catholic education in general, (2) retrenchment and

alternatives, (3) attitudes toward selection of a Catholic school,
and (4) strengths and weaknesses of Catholic schools by total groups
and by groups divided according to age?
The population from which the sample was taken consisted of
the following groups:
1.

All priests of the Diocese of Bismarck, including pastors,

associate pastors, and all in special assignments such as institutional
chaplains.
2.

All the sisters serving in any capacity in the diocese

including those in education, health care, social service, home serv
ice, pastoral work and those retired.
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3.

All the lay teachers on the staffs of the parochial schools

in the diocese.
4.

A select group of lay people from thirty parishes in the

Diocese of Bismarck, 10 large (300 or more families), 10 medium (100300 families), and 10 small (50-100 families).

Parishes were chosen

to give the best geographical representation possible in the 34,268
square mile area of the diocese.
A questionnaire, Alternatives in Catholic Education (see Appen
dix C), published by the Catholic Education Research Bureau of Boston
College, was used to gather the data.
are divided into 6 sections:

The items on the questionnaire

(1) Part I requests demographic informa

tion; (2) Part XI requests each respondent to indicate the extent to
which he or she agrees with fifty-five statements on the Likert model
concerning issues related to the church and school; (3) Part III con
tains some plans which could be considered for Catholic education In
the future; (4) Part IV is concerned with the relative importance of
Catholic education for the various grade or age levels; (5) Part V
consists of a list of reasons to which some parents might subscribe
and for which their children might be enrolled in Catholic schools;
(6) Part VI lists seventeen general educational objectives and
requests each respondent to indicate his or her beliefs as to
whether Catholic schools or public schools are more successful in
achieving them.
Two thousand one hundred and nine questionnaires were dis
tributed to the priests, sisters, brothers and lay people of the
diocese with appropriate letters enclosed, requesting their partici
pation in the study and asking them to fill out and return the
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questionnaires.

Self-addressed, stamped envelopes were provided with

each questionnaire.

Of the 2109 questionnaires distributed, 1151 were

returned in usable form.

The usable returns, 74.7 for priests, 73.5

per cent for sisters and brothers and 49.9 per cent for lay people
were on coded IBM answer sheets and the data were then punched on IBM
cards for statistical treatment By an IBM 360-40 computer at the com
puter center at the University of North. Dakota.
The demographic data revealed that:
1.

The majority of lay people responding were male Catholics,

between 41 and 50 years of age, married to Catholic spouses, forty per
cent of whom were employed outside the home.
twelve thousand dollars a year or more.

They had incomes of

More than two thirds were

high school graduates and more than a quarter had some technical
training, college or had received graduate training of some kind.

A

slight majority of those with pre-school children indicated they
intended to enroll them in Catholic schools.

Their church contribu

tions ranged from $3.00 per week to more than $10.00 per week with
about twenty-five per cent of the respondents in each of three group
ings:

$3-$5, $5-$10 and $10 and above.

A useful indicator of faith

and practice in church life is the reception of Holy Communion.

While

the majority indicated they received Holy Communion about as often now
as they did before the changes in the church, forty-one per cent indi
cated they received more now.

They believed, that despite mounting

economic pressures, Catholic education would hold its own.
2.

Of the priests and religious responding, the majority were.

women religious (76 per cent), 17 per cent ware priests and 1 per cent
were brothers.

They had been ordained or professed 'for 20 years or
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more.

They had attended 8 years of Catholic elementary school (35 per

cent), 4 years of Catholic secondary school (55 per cent) and 4 years
of Catholic college (30 per cent).

The majority of the priests respond

ing were pastors or associate pastors.

Over 46 per cent of both clergy

and religious were involved with some phase of Catholic education and
had more than 20 years of teaching and administrative experience in
schools both within and outside of the Diocese of Bismarck.,

forty-

three per cent had been in their present assignment for from one to
four years and were satisfied in the apostolic \<rork they were doing.
Research Question Part One:

What are the attitudes of priests/

religious and lay people of the Diocese of Bismarck toward Catholic edu
cation in general?
Question number 10 on the form of the questionnaire used for
the laity asked the opinions of respondents about the future of Cath
olic education in the Diocese of Bismarck.

The majority of the laity

(42 per cent) said they believed it would "hold its own" in spite of
mounting economic pressures.

A smaller number (32 per cent) indicated

they felt that enrollments x^tould decline moderately in the future.
Generally, the attitude of the lay people of the diocese was one of
cautious optimism for the future of Catholic education in the Bismarck
diocese.
Large majorities among the clergy (90 per cent) and among the
laity (82 per cent) felt that Catholic schools have a unique and desir
able quality not found in the public schools.

Neither group felt how

ever, that it would not be possible to have a strong parish without a
parochial elementary school.

Here the proportions were 60 per cent

among clergy and religious and 67 per cent among the' laity.
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In terms of financial support for Catholic education, 84 per
cent of the clergy and religious and 76 per cent of the laity agreed
that it was the duty of all Catholics 'whether or not they have chil
dren in Catholic schools.
In the matter of an annual diocesan education tax, Based on
ability to pay, to be used for the support of Catholic education, the
clergy and religious were fairly evenly divided.

Thirty-five per cent

approved the statement, 30 per cent were undecided and 34 per cent dis
approved.

Among the laity, 47 per cent approved the idea, 16 per cent

were undecided and 38 per cant disapproved.
The laity (54 per cent) were more willing to accept tuition
raises so that this source of income xrould more nearly meet actual
costs of education.

The clergy and religious were in favor to a

lesser degree (Al per cent).
There was strong approval from both clergy and religious (85
per cent) and laity (75 per cent) for an active adult education pro
gram in the parishes in order to keep members of the church ax<rare of

nexr developments in the church.
The laity felt more strongly (67 per cent) than the clergy and
religious (59 per cent) that every Catholic child should spend some
time in Catholic schools.
In regard to Catholic higher education, 57 per cent of the
clergy and religious saw a value in it so great that they felt the
entire Catholic community should support it.

Of the opinions

expressed among the laity, the largest segment (38 percent) disagreed.
There was strong support for the concept of some sort of gov
ernment aid to private schools.

Eighty-two per cent of the clergy and
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religious and 72 per cent of the laity felt that public funds should be
used to help pay the cost to Catholic schools for teaching children aca
demic subjects such as mathematics, foreign language, science and
reading.
On the issue of the financial support of Catholic colleges and
universities through use of a portion of the money collected in a
diocesan educational fund drive, 52 per cent of the clergy and reli
gious approved and 40 per cent of the laity did also, though an almost
equal proportion (37 per cent) of the laity disapproved of this concept
Research Question Part Two:

What are the attitudes of priests/

religious and lay people toward retrenchment and alternatives?
There were widely differing opinions expressed in this area.
Neither the clergy and religious nor the laity shotted much enthusiasm
for further building of elementary or secondary schools at this time
but the negative position was considerably more pronounced among clergy
and religious than it was among lay people.
Retrenchment on all levels seemed a distinctly reluctant alter
native for the majority of both groups— clergy and religious and lay
people.

If retrenchment were necessary, however, results show that

priests and religious as a group were evenly divided between primary
and high school in the choice of grades to be closed.

The lay people

were in favor of the high school grades before the elementary and,
especially the primary ones.

Both groups agreed that if closings are

necessary, the primary grades (1-4) should be the last to close.

This

position contrasts with the opinion expressed by the majority of both
groups that present religious Instruction classes (Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine classes) or Sunday school classes' on the primary
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level x/ould most likely be as effective as attendance at a Catholic
school and the opinion that at this age level parents themselves are
at their most effective period in dealing with their children's
spiritual formation and education.
The majority of both groups— elergy and religious (3$ per
cent) and lay people (38 per cent)— opposed closing grades 10-12
and making the high school a junior high.

This would permit the

discontinuance of grades 7 and 8 at the area parish schools being
served by that high school.
Ecumenical religious education centers, built near public
high schools, with the cooperation of other faiths, where students
could, in a form of released time, receive religious instruction by
teachers of their own faith, were favored by a majority of clergy
and religious (56 per cent) and of the laity (50 per cent) as an
acceptable alternative to present programs if cut backs are neces
sary.
Building and staffing religious education centers under Cath
olic auspices near public high schools was approved by a majority of
both clergy and religious (48 per cent) and laity (45 per cent), but
there xsras less enthusiasm for this idea when extended to include
grades other than high school.

Religious.education centers for the

grade school level were approved by the clergy and religious (41 per
cent) but disapproved by a majority of the lay people (44 per cent).
Shared time programs whereby students on either the elementary
or secondary level would take some courses at the public school and
the rest at the Catholic school was disapproved by a slight majority
in both groups.

Among the clergy and religious 46 per cent favored
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this alternative on the elementary level and 47 per cent on the second
ary level.

Among the laity 51 per cent disapproved this on the elemen

tary level and 48 per cent disapproved of the plan on the secondary
level.
A surprising number of the laity (52 per cent) expressed the
desire to maintain the Catholic school system in its present form,
while a smaller proportion of the clergy and religious (35 per cent)
felt similarly.
Research. Question Part Three:

What are the attitudes of

priests/religious and lay people toward selection of a Catholic
school?
The data reveals that parents make the effort and sacrifice
to send their children to Catholic schools with definite expectations
in mind.

A large number (61 per cent) make that choice partially

because of their own personal experience in a Catholic school.

The

vast majority (90 per cent) choose the Catholic school with the hope
and expectation that the experience will give their children a proper
sense of moral values.

Parents also expect (89 per cent) that a Cath

olic school 'will have a special religious or moral atmosphere.

They

anticipate (87 per cent) that the daily schedule of the school will
provide regular opportunities for spiritual exercises such as prayers
before class and Eucharistic liturgies on school days.

They prefer

(80 per cent) to have religion classes taught by priests and religious
and trust (62 per cent) that nothing contrary to the faith they espouse
will be taught in the school.

Parents expect (75 per cent) the school,

its administration and faculty to train their children in a spirit of
personal discipline.

They expect (49 per cent) that* their children
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will be helped to groxvr in a sense of personal freedom and responsibility.
Tuition costs are a deterrent to some (41 per cent) but not important one
way or the other for many (50 per cent).

The schools in the diocese

would not likely be used to avoid racial integration as a large majority
(85 per cent) indicated this would not affect their decision one x?ay or
the other to enroll their children in a Catholic school.

Finally, par

ents choose (73 per cent) Catholic schools because of the quality of edu
cation they believe to be offered.
Research Question Part Four:

What are the attitudes of priests/

religious and lay people toward strengths and weaknesses of Catholic
schools?
The data reveals a profile of relative strength for Catholic
education in the diocese.
In only one area did clergy and religious and lay people indi
cate they felt the public school was providing a better program.

This

was in making provisions for slow learners.
The data show that among both groups proportions are quite close
in most cases in the judgments made about the pattern of present
strengths and weaknesses.
Data indicated that respondents felt Catholic schools were doing
a better job in the following areas:

(1) developing proper attitudes

toward social problems, (2) in the quality of guidance and counseling
services offered in the schools, (3) in teaching students honesty and
truthfulness, (4-) in preparing the students for future marriage and
family life, C5) developing respect for persons and property and (6)
teaching young people to be self-disciplined.

In addition, the clergy

144
and religious felt Catholic schools were doing a better job in the area
of developing a sensitivity to the problems of minority groups.
Results showed that in all of the following areas, respondents
felt that Catholic schools x^era doing as good a job as local public
schools:

Cl) in programs of physical education, (2) in developing good

citizenship among the students, (3) in developing an interest in and an
eagerness for learning, (4) the lay respondents included in this group
ing, the work of Catholic schools in sensitizing students to the prob
lems and views of minority groups, (5) job preparation, (6) teaching
students to think for themselves and (7) teaching them to love books.
In addition, (8) they felt that the Catholic school plants were equal
to those of the local public school.
Research Question Part Five:

What are the attitudes of younger

versus older Catholics in the diocese toward the support of Catholic
education in general, retrenchment and alternatives, selection of a
Catholic school and strengths and weaknesses of Catholic schools?
In regard to the attitudes generally supportive of the concept
of Catholic education the data reveals that a large majority of the
clergy and religious over and under 40 (91 per cent) felt that Catholic
schools have a unique and desirable quality that is not found in public
schools.

Among the laity, the older group (87 per cent), and the

younger group (76 per cent), though by a smaller margin, also felt that
Catholic schools had a unique and desirable quality not found in their
public counterparts.

Among the older clergy and religious the majority

(90 per cent), and among the older lay people (80 per cent) felt that
the financial support of Catholic education is the duty of all Catholics,
whether or not they have children in Catholic schools.

Among the younger
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groups that percentage dropped to 71.
All groups disagreed with the statement that it is not possible
to have a strong parish without a parochial elementary school.

The

younger clergy and religious disagreed with their older confreres 77
to 52 per cent.

Among lay people, both groups disagreed but by a

smaller margin 69 to 66 per cent.
In the matter of an annual diocesan education tax, the majority
of older and younger clergy and religious were undecided about its merits
but a majority of the younger lay people disapproved this idea.

The fig

ures change, however, when, not a tax, but a voluntary contribution is
suggested as a means of supporting Catholic education.

The younger group

(50 per cent) and the older group (49 per cent) among the lay people
would be willing to contribute to an annual education fund.
Interest and support for Catholic education Is revealed in the
older groups of clergy and religious (70 per cent) and lay people (63
per cent) who feel, that a Catholic with young children, when buying a
new home, should seriously consider whether or not the parish has an
elementary school.

Support for this position drops sharply among

younger clergy and religious with the largest group (35 per cent unde
cided) and among the younger lay people where the largest proportion
(38 per cent) disagree with this concept.
Among younger clergy and religious there is a large group unde
cided (49 per cent) about the question of high school tuition rates being
raised so that they approximate the actual instructional costs.
older group (45 per cent) feels they should.

The

Both groups of lay people,

the younger (48 per cent) and the older (54 per cent) feel that tuition
should reflect closely instructional costs.
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Among the older group of clergy and religious (72 per cent) the
majority agreed that every Catholic child should spend some time in
Catholic schools.
agreed.

A surprising 41 per cent of the younger group dis

Among the laity, 61 per cent of the younger and 70 per cent of

the older group agreed with this statement.

This appears to be clearly

indicative of substantial support for programs of Catholic education,
especially on the part of the lay people.
In regard to Catholic higher education, both groups of clergy
and religious agreed that the value of a Catholic education is so great
that the Catholic community should support Catholic colleges.

It is

revealing that 39 per cent of both groups of lay people disagreed with
this statement.

Clearly, elementary and secondary education under

Catholic auspices are more important in their minds.
In the matter of public funding for the teaching of purely aca
demic subjects in Catholic schools, a substantial majority in all groups
felt this should be done.
Finally, in regard to using part of the money collected in a
diocesan educational fund raising drive to provide scholarships to Cath
olic colleges and universities, 60 per cent of the younger and 50 per
cent of the older clergy and religious and 44 per cent of the older and
38 per cent of the younger laity agreed with this concept.
In regard to future alternatives, the data show the following:
1.

Consolidation.

Both clergy and religious and laity fayor

consolidation where possible but the approval is considerably stronger
among the younger members of the clergy and religious (80 per cent to
64 per cent), and somewhat stronger among the older laity (48 per cent)
than the younger (44 per cent).
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2.

Close grades 1-3 and concentrate on an especially modern

approach, in grades 4-8.
this plan.

Substantial majorities in both groups oppose

Among the clergy and religious, 75 per cent of the younger

members and 65 per cent of the older members oppose it and among the
laity, 70 per cent of the younger and 66 per cent of the older group
are opposed.
3.

Close the Catholic elementary schools and use religious

education centers.

Again, both groups oppose this, though by smaller

percentages than in the previously mentioned plan.

Here, 54 per cent

of the younger clergy and religious and 57 per cent of the older group
and 63 per cent of the younger laity and 60 per cent of the older laity
are opposed to this proposal.
4.
centers.

Close the Catholic high schools and use religious' education
Majorities of both groups oppose this plan.

Fifty-seven par

cent among the younger clergy and religious and 59 per cent among the
older group.

Fifty-six per cent of the younger laity and 57 per cent

of the older group are also not in favor of this plan.
5.

Close grades 7 and 8 and concentrate on grades 1-6.

This

proposal does not meet with majority approval in either group at any
age level.

Among the clergy and religious 51 per cent of the younger

and 52 per cent of the older group disapprove.

Among the laity, 54

per cent of the younger and 55 per cent of the older group also dis
approve.
6.

Construct religious education buildings near public high

schools and set up a released time program for religious instruction.
As a future alternative, this plan met with the approval of 58 per cent
of the younger clergy and religious and 45 per cent‘of the older group.
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Among the laity, 50 per cent approved in the younger age group and 44
per cent in the older group.
7.

Build more elementary schools.

categories were opposed to this.

Both groups and all age

Among the clergy and religious 75

per cent of the younger group and 47 per cent of the older group
opposed it.

Among the laity, 50 per cent of the younger and 47 per

cent of the older group were opposed to it.
8.

Build more high schools.

were opposed to this also.

Both groups and all age categories

Among the clergy and religious 73 per cent

of the younger group and 47 per cent of the older group were opposed.
Among the laity, 53 per cent of the younger and 49 per cent of the older
group disapproved the plan.
9.

Dual enrollment/shared time on the elementary level.

In

regard to this proposal, 39 per cent of the younger clergy and religious
and 51 per cent of the older group approved it.

This differed sharply

from the position of the laity where 53 per cent of the younger group
and 49 per cent of the older group were opposed.
10.

Dual enrollment/shared time on the high school level.

As in

the previous proposal, the majority of clergy and religious were in favor
of the proposal while the opposite was true with the laity.

Among the

younger clergy, 41 per cent favored it, while 51 per cent of the older
clergy and religious did so.

Among the laity, 59 per cent of the younger

group and 43 per cent of the older group were opposed.
11.

Close all Catholic schools and use religious education cen

ters for released time religious education programs.

Regarding this

future alternative, 44 per cent of the younger clergy and religious and
40 per cent of the older group agreed with this proposition.

Among the
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laity, the opposite proportions prevailed.

Forty-six per cent of the

younger group and 44 per cent of the older group were opposed.
12.

Build ecumenical religious education centers for released

time programs.

All groups were in favor of this proposal.

Sixty-nine

per cent of the younger clergy and religious and 51 per cent of the
older group approved.

Among the laity, 55 per cent of the younger

group and 49 per cent of the older group were in favor of the proposal.
13.

Convert high schools to junior highs.

Local parish schools

could eliminate grades 7 and 8 and students in grades 10-12 would then
go to the local public high schools.

Forty-three per cent of the clergy

and religious under 40 were against this proposal and 42 per cent of
those over 40 had no opinion.

Among the laity, 39 per cent among the

younger group and 42 per cent among the older group had no opinion.
14.

Catholic elementary and secondary schools should not be

drastically changed, but should continue in their present form.

Forty-

four per cent of the younger clergy disapproved and 38 per cent of the
older group approved this proposal.

Among the laity 45 per cent of the

younger group and 57 per cent of the older group approved.
15.

If Catholic schools had to close some grades, which ones

should be closed first?

Among the clergy and religious 39 per cent of

the younger group said high school and 34 per cent of the older group
said primary grades.

Among the laity 53 per cent of the younger group

said the high school grades should close first and 45 per cent of the
older group agreed that they should.
16.

If Catholic schools had to close some grades, which ones

should be closed last?

Among the younger clergy and religious 45 per

cent said the primary grades should be closed last.' Among the older
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clergy and religious, 35 per cent said the primary grades should close
last.

Similar opinions prevailed among the laity.

Among the older

and younger members 49 per cent in each group said the primary grades
should close last.

Conclusions

General Conclusions
1.

The majority of clergy and religious and laity indicated

belief in the basic soundness of present programs and agreed on the
unique character and contribution of Catholic education to the plural
ism of American education in the Diocese of Bismarck.
2.

Clergy, religious and laity felt that the support of Cath

olic education was the duty of all church members.

The preferred

approach, however, was by voluntary contributions rather than by a
diocesan education tax based on ability to pay.
3.

Tuition costs on the high school level should be in line

with per pupil costs.
4.

The clergy and religious generally approved financial sup

port for Catholic higher education, although the laity did not.
5.

Clergy, religious and laity both indicated strong support

for some form of government aid to Catholic schools.
6.

Funds from a diocesan educational fund drive should be used

to help finance Catholic college and university scholarships.
position was approved by a majority of clergy and religious.

This
A smaller

proportion of the laity approved it.
7.

Program cut backs are a reluctant alternative.

However, if

retrenchment is necessary the lay people were more in favor of closing
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high school grades before the elementary ones and especially the primary
grades (1-4).

Both groups opposed closing grades 10-12 and converting

present high schools to junior high schools.
8.

Ecumenical religious education centers or religious educa

tion centers sponsored by Catholics alone were suggested as possible
future options if school o'r grade closing are necessary.

These pro

posals received general approval by both groups.
9.

Shared time programs were not viewed 'with much enthusiasm

by either group.
10.

Fifty-two per cent of the laity and 35 per cent of the

clergy and religious felt that Catholic elementary and secondary
schools, should not be drastically changed, but should continue in
their present form.
$

Conclusions Based on a Comparison
Between and Among the Older and
Younger Groups of Clergy,
Religious and Laity
In regard to the comparisons between older and younger groups
among the clergy, religious and laity, data indicated that results were
similar in most instances although proportions in support of Catholic
education had a tendency to drop among younger clergy and religious and
lay people.
The comparisons between older and younger clergy and religious
and older and younger lay people have been outlined in the summary ear
lier in this chapter.

An examination of the data reveals that support

for programs of Catholic parochial school education has xjeakened some
what among younger members of both groups.
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Conclusions Based on
Parental Expectations
Data reveal that parents and patrons are more likely to choose
a Catholic school for their children if they have attended one.

They

expect the school to help their children grow with a proper sense of
moral values in a religious and moral atmosphere.

They expect that

prayer will be a part of the school day and that Mass will be offered
on school days.

They look for an atmosphere in which their children

will grow in a spirit of self-discipline balanced with a mature grasp
of the meaning of personal freedom and responsibility in their lives.
Finally, they expect the Catholic school to provide quality education
for their children.

Conclusions Regarding Strengths
and Weaknesses in Present Programs
of Catholic Education in the Diocese
of Bismarck
Data reveal the following conclusions:
1.

The public schools are doing a better job:
a.

2.

Slow learners

Catholic and public schools are about the same:
a.

Physical education programs

b.

Developing good citizenship

c.

Developing interest and eagerness for learning

d.

Sensitizing students to the problems and views of
minorities.

e.

Job preparation

f.

Teaching students to think for themselves

g.

Developing a love for books

h.

Physical condition of the school plant
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3.

Catholic schools are doing a better job than the public

schools:
a.

Developing proper attitudes toward such social prob
lems as war, poverty, and race relations.

b.

The quality of guidance and counseling services

c.

Teaching f\onasty and truthfulness

d.

Preparation for marriage and family- life

e.

Developing respect for persons and property

f.

Teaching of self-discipline

Recommendations.
From the results of this study the following recommendations
are made:
1.

The Diocese of Bismarck should initiate, through new or

existing financial contribution programs, a fund to which all in the
diocese might be invited to contribute.

Proceeds could be used to

stabilize the financial condition of those schools— parish, central
or consolidated— in need of financial assistance.

Such a plan could

help avoid the closing of certain schools or grades because the smaller,
local Catholic community could not manage the burden alone.
2.

To further stabilize the financial condition of the Catholic

schools, it is suggested that an on-going review, on an annual basis, be
conducted so that the tuition structure in all diocesan high schools
reflect more closely the actual per pupil cost of education.

Tuition

raises should be monitored, however, so that Catholic secondary educa
tion will not be a financial impossibility for families of moderate
means.

Perhaps the diocesan fund spoken of above could be used to

provide scholarship help for needy students in addition to local
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efforts to help those families x^ith financial problems.
3.

Any retrenchment must not be done hastily.

Lay people in

the diocese have a relatively strong commitment to Catholic education
and they should be kept informed of the changing problems and condi
tions facing the schools and there should be vide participation in
any decision to restructure radically the programs existing in a par
ticular community or area.
4.

The philosophic goals and objectives of Catholic education

should be reviewed and published, again with wide participation on the
part of not only clergy and religious, but also the laity.

The general

public as well as the Catholic public have a need and right to know
what we stand for.

Goals and objectives should be the result of

respectful dialogue among all concerned with Catholic schools and not
merely the personal opinions of administrative and instructional per
sonnel.

Leaders in Catholic education must be responsive to the feel

ings, attitudes and informed opinions of the vast body of lay members
of the church who generously support this massive effort in the field
of Christian education.
There should be an effort at on-going discussions among all
segments, young and old of the clergy and religious and laity con
cerning the best means to fulfill the teaching mission of the church
which is the mandate of Christ's Gospel.
5.

Catholic education in the Diocese of Bismarck must strive

for continued excellence in areas where a good job is being done, for
continued improvement in areas where this appears desirable and for
special attention to provide more adequately for the slow learners in
our schools.
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6.

All associated with Catholic education should make a con

tinuing effort to explain the position of the Catholic schools to the
public with a view to achieving some constitutional means to ease the
burden of these students and their parents.

APPENDIX A
LETTERS REQUESTING PARTICIPATION
IN THE STUDY
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July 10, 1972

The Very Rev. Albert R. Leary
St. Mary’s Rectory
302 Belmont Road
Grand Forks, North Dakota 58201
Dear Father Leary:
Enclosed Is a copy of Form CL of the ALTERNATIVES IN CATHOLIC EDUCATION
questionnaire. This is the form which, we have used for lay Catholic
respondents in previous diocesan surveys.
This letter constitutes your authorization to reproduce Form CL, in
Xirhole or in part, up to a maximum of 1500 copies. Although I failed
to mention it in my letter of June 27, all copies of Forms CR, CT,
and CL which you reproduce must contain the following legend:
Copyright 1968
Catholic Education Research. Center
Boston College
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts
If you anticipate that you will be using the Optical Scanning Answer
sheet which has been designed for use with the ALTERNATIVE question
naire, please let me know at an early date so that I may reserve a
supply for you.
I wish you every success in your study.
assistance, please let me knoxtf.
Kindest personal regards.
Sincerely yours,

John J. Walsh
Director
JJW/na

Enel.

If I may be of further
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March 5, 1973

Reverend and dear Rather:
During the past several summers I have been working at the
University of North Dakota, Grand Forks, toward an Ed.D. degree in
school administration (elementary and secondary).
Among the requirements to be completed for the degree is the
writing of a research paper - the dissertation. Mine will be entitled
Catholic Education in the Diocese of Bismarck, North Dakota - Attitudes
and Alternatives. To secure the data and information X'j'hich which the
study will be based, I am asking you, my brother priests, to answer
the accompanying questionnaires using the IBM answer sheets provided.
Only a number two (#2) lead pencil should be used in marking the
answer sheet.
I would sincerely appreciate your sending the answer sheets
back to me in the enclosed, stamped, self-addressed envelope as s-on
as possible.
The cooperation of each priest is vital to the completion of
my degree requirements. Please help me and knot* of my deep personal
appreciation for your kindness and cooperation.
With my best wishes to you and my prayers for God's blessing
on your work, I am
Sincerely in Christ,

Father Albert R. Leary
Adminis tra tor

A R l:i
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March 1, 1973

Dear Sister
During the past several summers I have been working at the
University of North Dakota, Grand Dorks, toward an Ed.D. degree in
school administration (elementary and secondary).
Among the requirements to be completed for the degree is the
writing of a research paper - the dissertation. Mine will be entitled
Catholic Education in the Diocese of Bismarck, North Dakota - Attitudes
and Alternatives. To secure the data and information upon which the
study x-ri.ll be based, I am asking the Sisters to answer the accompanying
questionnaires using the IBM answer sheets provided. A number txro (#2)
lead pencil would be best for marking the answer sheets.
Could I ask you to be responsible for distributing the question
naires and answer sheets to the Sisters and for returning the completed
ansttfer sheets in the enclosed, stamped, self-addressed envelope as soon
as possible.
The cooperation of each Sister is vital to the completion of my
degree requirements. Please help me and know of my deep personal appre
ciation for your kindness and cooperation.
With my best wishes to all of you and my prayers for God's
blessing on your x<rork, I am
Sincerely in Christ,

Father Albert R. Leary
Adminis tra to r
ARL:smj
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September 25, 1974

Dear Father
I am a candidate for the doctor of education degree at the
University of North Dakota and am planning to graduate on Hay 11,
1975.
The final requirement yet to be met is the dissertation, the
title of which will be "Catholic Education in the Diocese of Bismarck,
North Dakota: Attitudes and Alternatives." The paper will be an
analysis of this survey of the attitudes of priests, religious, and
lay people toward our educational programs.
I have previously surveyed the opinions of the priests and
the religious in the Bismarck Diocese, and I am now in the process of
surveying the lay teachers in our Catholic elementary and secondary
schools.
Would you please send me a list of the Catholic elementary
and secondary schools in the Bismarck Diocese, the name of the prin
cipal of each school, and the number of lay teachers in each school.
I would appreciate this information as soon as possible so
that I can mail the correct number of questionnaires to each school.
I would appreciate this information as soon as possible so
that I can mail the correct number of questionnaires to each school.
Thank you much for your time and xrork in compiling this
information.
With every personal good wish, I am
Sincerely in Christ,

Father Albert R. Leary
Superintendent
Trinity School System
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September 27, 1974

I am a candidate for the doctor of education degree at the
University of North Dakota and am planning to graduate on May 11,
1975.
The final requirement yet to be met is the dissertation, the
title of which will be "Catholic Education in the Diocese of Bismarck,
North Dakota: Attitudes and Alternatives." The paper will be an
analysis of this survey of the attitudes of priests, religious, and
lay people toward our educational programs.
I have previously surveyed the opinions of the priests and
the religious in the Bismarck Diocese, and I am now in the process
of getting the names of lay people from various parishes throughout
the Diocese to help me by completing a similar questionnaire.
Would you be kind enough to prepare a list of 50 names and
addresses of people from your parish who you think would be willing
to complete a questionnaire. With your permission granted, I will
then contact them by mail. Tima is a major concern at this point,
and I would appreciate receiving this information as soon as possible.
1 do appreciate your help, and I: will be happy to send you a
summary of the results of this study if you do desire. When you
return the list of names, please indicate xchether or not you wish
to receive a copy of the results.
With, every personal good wish, I am
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Father Albert R. Leary,
Superintendent
Trinity School System
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I am a candidate for the doctor of education degree at the
University of North Dakota and am planning to graduate on May 11,
1975.
The final requirement yet to be met is the dissertation, the
title of which will be "Catholic Education in the Diocese of Bismarck,
North Dakota: Attitudes and Alternatives." The paper will be an
analysis of this survey of the attitudes of priests, religious, and
lay people toward our educational programs.
I have previously surveyed the opinions of the priests and
the religious in the Bismarck Diocese, and I am now in the process
of surveying the lay teachers in our Catholic elementary and second
ary schools.
Would you please ask the members of your lay faculty to com
plete one of the enclosed questionnaires. As time is a major concern
at this point, I would appreciate having the completed answer sheets
returned as soon as possible.
I appreciate your help in distributing the enclosed question
naires and answer sheets, and x«mld you please extend my thanks to
your lay faculty for taking time to answer the questionnaire.
With every personal good wish, I am
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bather Albert R. Leary, Superintendent
Trinity School System
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Dear Friend in Christ,
I have been spending the last several summers studying at the
University of North Dakota in order to earn a doctor's degree in Edu
cation. I have taken all the classes required for the degree. Hoxjever, the one requirement left for me to do yet, is to do a detailed
study and write a 5-chapter paper on it. To complete this requirement,
I need your help.
The title of my paper will be, "Catholic Education in the
Diocese of Bismarck, North Dakota: Attitudes and Alternatives." This
will be a study of the attitudes and opinions of the priests, sisters,
and lay people in the Diocese of Bismarck regarding the educational
programs in the Diocese.
To obtain these opinions and attitudes, I am asking the priests,
sisters, and lay people to complete a questionnaire like the one I have
enclosed with this letter. Would you please help me by taking a few
minutes of your time to complete the questionnaire and by returning it
as soon as possible. It is important that you use a No. 2 (soft lead)
pencil in marking the answer sheet so that a computer can be used to
tabulate the answers. You need not sign your name to the answer sheet;
your answers will be kept confidential.
If, after reading the directions
for filling out the answer sheets, you have any questions regarding the
method of filling It out, would you please seek the help of your pastor
who has given me permission to contact you.
I appreciate your help in this as I am eager to finish all the
requirements for the degree. I hope to graduate this year on May 11,
1975. With your prompt return of the answer sheet, this will become
a reality. I have also enclosed a self-addressed envelope that you
may use In returning the answer sheet.
Thank you so much, and God bless you.
Sincerely in Christ,

Father Albert R. Leary, Superintendent
Trinity School System

APPENDIX B
LIST OF PARISHES
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Large Parishes
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Cathedral of the Holy Spirit
St. Anne’s
St. Wenceslaus'
St. Leo's
St. Joseph's
Corpus Christ!
Our Lady of Grace
St. John the Apostle
St. Lawrence
St. John the Baptist

Bismarck
Bismarck
Dickinson
Minot
Mandan
Bismarck
Minot
Minot
Flasher
Beach

Medium-size Parishes
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

St. Bernard's
Sacred Heart
Little Flower
St. Mary's
St. Joseph's
St. Patrick's
St. Anthony's
St. Jerome's
Holy Rosary
St. Agnes'

Belfield
Glen Ullin
Minot
New England
Williston
Crosby
Linton
Mohall
Stanley
Kenmare

Small Parishes
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

St. Joseph's
Sacred Heart
St. Bridget's
Sacred Heart
Immaculate Conception
St. Gertrude's
Sts. Peter and Paul's
St. Peter's
St. Nicholas'
St. Mary's

Bowhells
Scranton
Parshall
Wilton
Max
Raleigh
Strasburg
Fort Yates
Garrison
Richardton
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Directions for Answering the Questionnaire
Your answers to the questions in this questionnaire must
be recorded on the special response sheet which accom
panies the questionnaire. Since thousands of answers must
be tabulated during this survey, this is the only practical
way to get the job done. Therefore, your careful marking of
the response sheet is most important.
Please use only a Number 2 or any soft lead pencil to
indicate your answer. DO NOT use a pen of any kind, as the
machines which will tabulate the answers cannot count any
marks except those made with a soft lead pencil. Do not
make stray marks on the response sheet, since they may be
counted as intended responses. Make your intended marks
clear and firm, and try to fill the response position com
pletely, without smudging the mark or letting it extend
beyond the lines. Should you find it necessary to change
an answer you have already marked, erase the first mark
completely and then enter your changed response.
SAMPLE:
Sample a: How many minutes do you think it will take
to finish this questionnaire?
1. 5

2. 10

3. 35

4. 120

5. 640

Since it should take about 35 minutes to complete the
questionnaire, the space under choice 3 was blackened as
is shown below.

ANSW ER SPACE FOR
SAM P LE
1

2

3

4

5

II II 0 I I I I

Some of the questions on the questionnaire are factual
and. of course, we want you to answer these factually. But
most of them ask for your own personal opinion about
things that are going on in Catholic education today, or
might occur in the near future. For these questions there
are no right or wrong answers. Your answers will not be
considered votes; it is your opinion that is sought, as a
guide to the people who have to make decisions regarding
the directions that Catholic education will pursue in the
future.
Since your name does not appear on this questionnaire
or answer sheet, your answers cannot in any way be con
nected to you. It is for this reason you should feel perfectly
free to express your true opinion. The extreme upper right
hand corner of your answer sheet contains information
used only in IBM processing. DO NOT MARK IN THIS
SPACE.
Your opinions are an important part of this study. We
realize that this questionnaire requires concentration and
valuable time on your part. However, your time and the
careful following of the directions included in the question
naire can greatly help to improve the quality of Catholic
education. Your cooperation in this effort is deeply ap
preciated by all concerned.

Copyright 1968
Catholic Education Research Center
Boston College
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 02167
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PART I
Personal Background Information
2. Other diocesan assignment

DIRECTIONS: First, we would like to have just a few items
of background information about yourself, your job, etc.
Please be as accurate as possible. Record all answers on
the separate answer sheet. For each question blacken the
numbered space on the answer sheet which corresponds
to your answer.

3. Principal (Headmaster, Administrator)
4. Supervisor
5. High school teacher or counselor
6. Elementary school teacher (including junior high
school)

1. What is your age?

7. Primary school teacher

1. Under 21

8. Other

2. 21-30
3. 31-40

7. As of June, 1972, what was the total number of years
of full-time teaching experience you have had?

4. 41-50
5. 51-64

1. 0 years

6. Over 64

2. 1 or 2 years
3. 3 or 4 years

2. What is your sex?

4. 5 to 9 years

1. Male

5. 10 to 14 years

2. Female

6. 15 to 19 years
7. 20 to 29 years

3. What is your present status?

8. 30 or more years

1. Pastor
2. Associate Pastor or Curate

8. How long have you been an ordained priest or professed
religious?

3. Priest — not assigned to parish work
4. Brother or Sister

1. 0 years

5. Seminarian

2. 1 to 10 years
3. 11 to 20 years

4. Which of the following categories best describes the
highest level of education which you have completed?

4. 21 to 35 years

1. Elementary school graduate or less

5. 36 or more years

2. Some high school
9. As of June,1972. what was the number of years of
full-time administrative experience you have had? (In
clude all types of administration.)

3. High school graduate
4. Some college, junior college, technical or business
school, or Associate degree

1. 0 years

5. Bachelor’s degree

2. 1 to 4 years

6. Bachelor of Law degree

3. 5 to 9 years

7. Master’s degree, S.T.L. or equivalent

4. 10 to 19 years

8. Doctoral degree5
6

5. 20 or more years

5. Would you like to teach religion full-time?

10. As of J u n e . 1972, how many years were you in your
present assignment?

1. Yes
2. Undecided

1. 0 years

3. No

2. 1 to 4 years
3. 5 to 9 years

6. The major portion of your work can be best described
as:

4. 10 to 19 years
5. 20 or more years

1. Parish work
2
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11. Have you ever taught in a Catholic school outside this
diocese?
1. Yes

2. No

12. Have you ever taught in a public school?
1. Yes

2. No

13. Do you think you would find greater personal fulfillment
in a different type of apostolic activity?
1. Yes
2. Undecided
3. No
DIRECTIONS: In questions 14 through 16 your answers will
be numbers, i.e., number of years of schooling. You will
find numbers for your answers printed on the separate
answer sheet. For each question blacken the numbered
space on the answer sheet which corresponds tc your an
swer. If none of the numbers on the answer sh »et apply
to you, then blacken the space under the "X ’ on the
answer sheet.
14. How many years did you attend a Catholic elementary
school?
15. How many years did you attend a Catholic high school?
16. How many years did you attend a Catholic college or
university?
DIRECTIONS: Please skip to ^29 which is Part II of the
Questionnaire. Questions 17 through 28 are specifically for
laymen and are not applicable to priests and religious, and
therefore do not appear on this form of the questionnaire.

PART II DIRECTIONS: Items 29-83 below represent points of view
about the Church or its educational activities. Indicate
your reaction to these statements by blackening the spaces
on the answer sheet according to the following scale.

3. Undecided, or no basis for making a judgment
4. Disagree
5. Strongly disagree
29. However hard it is to define, Catholic schools have a
unique and desirable quality that is not found in public
schools.

1. Strongly agree
2. Agree
3
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30. It is not possible to have a strong parish without a
parochial elementary school.

43. Sending a child to Catholic schools fulfills the obliga
tion of the parent for the religious education of the
child.

31. The financial support of Catholic education is the duty
of all Catholics, whether or not they have children in
Catholic schools.

44. Since the cost of education is going up every year, it
would be better for Catholic schools to eliminate cer
tain grades rather than to attempt to operate at all

32. Because of the contribution which Catholic schools
make to the community, local business and industry
should give some financial help to these schools.

grade levels.
45. An annual diocesan education tax, based on ability to
pay, would be a good way of raisinng funds for the
support of Catholic education.

33. If the lack of trained personnel and funds became a
problem for Catholic schools, they should concentrate
on educating the very bright students who will probably
be the future leaders of the community.

48. If parochial schools were to drop Grades 7 and 8.
parents would be willing to transfer a child from public
school to a Catholic school for the rest of high school
education.

34. Too often in Catholic schools, pastors, without formal
training in education tell the principal how to run the
school.

47. Policies for Catholic schools should be formulated by
boards made up of laymen and clergy.

35. Many priests consider parents who send their children
to public schools as being less loyal to the parish than
parents who enroll their children in parochial schools.

48. All teachers in Catholic schools, lay and religious, must
have qualifications at least equal to those required of
teachers in public schools.

3B. Laymen would contribute more to the support of
Catholic education (schools, Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine classes, adult education, etc.) if they were
better informed on how the money was being spent.

49. Even in parishes which have a parochial school the
parish should spend at least as much per student to
provide religious instruction for Catholic children in
public schools as it does to provide religious instruc
tion for children in the parish school.

37. Parochial school education is narrowing because it
limits children to contacts with those who have the
same religious beliefs.

50. When a Catholic with young children is buying a new
home, one of the things which he should seriously
consider is whether or not the parish has an elemen
tary school.

38. If the priests and sisters of a parish conducted classes,
visited homes, and ran other programs designed to help
parents in the religious and moral development of their
children, it would be less necessary for the Church to
have as large a school system as it now has.

51. Tuition rates for high schools should be raised when
necessary so that they come close to meeting the actual
costs of education.

39. Parents should not force their teen-age children to
attend religious education classes.
40. Parents who send their children to Catholic schools are
generally not interested in the problems of public
education.

52. In general, the Religion books now being used in Cath

41. Qualified lay teachers in Catholic schools should re
ceive the same salaries and fringe benefits that the
public school teachers in the same community receive.

53. The movement toward Protestant-Catholic Church unity
is dangerous because it tends to deny the traditional
doctrine that the Catholic Church is the one. true
Church founded by Christ.

olic schools are satisfactory and accomplish what the^
are supposed to accomplish.

42. If children in Catholic schools are excluded from public
aid to education programs, the diocese should close all
schools and concentrate on other forms of religious
education.

54. The Catholic schools have, since Vatican II. done a good
job of making students aware of their social respon
sibilities.
4
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68. Funds raised in wealthy parishes should be used to help
pay the cost of Catholic education in poorer parishes.

1. Strongly agree
2. Agree
3. Undecided, or no basis for making a judgment

69. Since the future is in God’s hands. I will wait and ac
cept what He wills for me.

4. Disagree
5. Strongly disagree

70. I prefer to worship God by private prayers rather than
as a member of a group.

55. We need an active adult education program in this
parish in order to update all of the people on new de
velopments in the Church.

71. Priests and nuns have a greater call to holiness and
good works than do Christian lay people.

56. I would be willing to contribute, on a tax deductible
basis, to an annual diocesan educational fund raising
drive, similar to a United Fund drive.

72. I would be willing to attend lectures, programs, or dis
cussions about the meaning of the changes in the
church since Vatican II.

57. Most people do not learn much from sermons.
58. The parish members should have more say in the run
ning of the parish than they now have.

73. Public funds should be used to help defray the cost to
Catholic schools for teaching children academic sub
jects such as mathematics, foreign language, science,
and reading.

59. Most Catholics don’t contribute as much as they could
to the support of the Church.

74. Parish finances make it impossible for Catholic schools
to match public school teacher salaries.

60. Every Catholic child should spend some time in Cath
olic schools.

75. I am greatly disturbed when lay people question the
decisions of the Bishops and priests.

61. Catholics should see that the needs of children in Cath
olic schools are known to their state legislatures.

76. The Church has changed so much in such a shor* pe
riod of time that only trained teachers should give
religious education to children.

62. It is impossible for the Church to provide adequate
religious and moral formation for public high school
students with present Confraternity or Sunday school

77. Since the change to English, the Mass has taken on a
greater meaning.

programs.

78. People who insist on following their consciences in
certain matters instead of obeying Church laws are
endangering their eternal salvation.

63. The value of a Catholic college education is so great
that the Catholic community should support Catholic
colleges.

79. In the long run. Catholics who attend public schools
turn out to be just as good Catholics as those who
attend parochial schools.

64. The best way to improve world conditions is for each
man to concentrate on taking care of his own personal
and family responsibilities.

80. In general, the goals of the Church can be better
reached by traditional methods than by new approaches.

65. Part of the money collected in a diocesan educational
fund raising drive should be used to provide training for

81. People would contribute more to the support or Cath
olic education if they felt that laymen were involved
in making educational policy in the diocese.

specialists in religious education.
66. Catholic children who attend public school tend to be
treated as second class citizens of the parish if there
is a parish school.

82. Sermons should deal with the unchangeable truths of
the Church and not with current issues.
83. Part of the money collected in a diocesan educational
fund raising drive should be used to provide scholar

67. The present policy whereby each parish is responsible
for the financing of its own parochial school is the
best policy.

ships to Catholic colleges and universities.
5
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PART III —
DIRECTIONS: Listed below, in statements 84-97, are some
plans which might be considered for Catholic education
in the future. Read each statement carefully and indicate
your own opinion of these plans.
1. I would like such a plan.
2. No opinion.
3. I would not like such a plan.
84. Consolidate small parochial schools located close to
gether into one large elementary school.
85. Close grades 1-3 in Catholic schools and concentrate on
an especially modern approach to education in grades
4-8.
86. Close the Catholic elementary schools, where there are
good public schools, and have Catholic children attend
the public schools. However, have the parishes set up
Religious Education Centers — staffed by full-time
specialists — to provide religious education for these
children after school hours or on Saturday or Sunday.
87. Close the Catholic high schools, where there are good
public schools, and have Catholic children attend the
public schools. However, have the parishes set up
Religious Education Centers — staffed by full-time spe
cialists— to provide religious education for these chil
dren after school hours or on Saturday or Sunday.
88. Close grades 7 and 8 and concentrate on grades 1-6.
89. Construct a classroom building whenever possible ad
jacent to a good public high school. With the coopera
tion of public school officials, Catholic students attend
ing the high school could then elect religious educa
tion courses, to be conducted in this separate building
by well qualified teachers, as part of their regular high
school schedules.

90. Build more Catholic elementary schools so that all
Catholic children can attend a Catholic elementary
school.
91. Build more high schools so that all Catholic adoles
cents can attend a Catholic high school.
92. Have children take some courses (such as reading,
mathematics, art. science) in a good nearby public ele
mentary school and the rest of their courses (such as
religion, social studies, literature) in the Catholic ele
mentary school.
93. Have students take some courses (such as reading,
mathematics, art. science) in a good nearby public high
school and the rest of their courses (such as religion,
social studies, literature) in the Catholic high school.
94. Have Catholic children take all their courses in the
public schools, where there are good public schools,
but on two or three days a week have them dismissed
early in order to attend a Religious Education Center
for religious instruction.
95. Work with members of other faiths whenever possible
to construct a classroom building adjacent to a good
public high school. With the cooperation of public
school officials, students could then elect religious
education courses, taught by members of their own
faith in the ecumenically sponsored separate building,
as part of their regular high school schedules.
96. In some areas, local diocesan high schools might be
changed to junior high schools permitting nearby
parishes to eliminate grades 7 and 8. Students of grades
10-12 would then go to public high schools.
97. Catholic elementary and secondary schools should not
be drastically changed, but should continue in their
present form.

PART iv —
DIRECTIONS: The following questions ask you to make
judgments about the relative importance of Catholic edu
cation for the various grade or age levels. While many such
judgments are actually the responsibility of professional
educators, the attitudes of parishioners are important. Use
your personal opinion. Your answer will not be considered
as a vote for or against any of thse statements, but as an
indication of parish opinion. Blacken spaces on your an
swer sheet according to the following key:

1. if your answer is:
Primary school (Grades 1-4, Ages 6-10)
2. if your answer is:
Middle school (Grades 5-8, Ages 10-14)
3. if your answer is:
High school (Grades 9-12, Ages 15-18)
4. if your answer is: More than one of the above
5. if your answer is: None of the above
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93. If Catholic schools had to close some grades, which
ones should be closed first?

104. At what grade level are parents least effective in the
religious formation of their children?

99. If Catholic schools had to close some grades, which
ones should be closed last?

105. At what grade level is the formation of proper atti
tudes toward social problems (poverty, war. race re
lations, etc.) most possible7

100. At what grade level are present Sunday school, or
Confraternity classes most likely to be as effective as
attendance at a Catholic school?
101. At what grade level might greatly improved Sunday
school or Confraternity classes be just about as effec
tive as attendance at a Catholic school?
102. At what grade level can Sunday school or Confrater
nity classes, no matter how much they are improved,
never be an adequate substitute for attendance at a
Catholic school?
103. At what grade level are parents most effective in the
religious formation of their children?

part

106. At what grade level is it most important to have
priests, sisters, or brothers as teachers?
107. At what grade level is it least important to have
priests, sisters, or brothers as teachers?
108. At what grade level is it most important for Catholic
students to have close friendships with other Cath
olics?
109. At what grade level is it most important for Catholic
students to come to know young people of other re
ligions and races?

v —

parents sometimes give for their decision whether or not

116. Nuns, brothers, or priests teaching subjects other than
religion

to send their children to Catholic schools.

117. Distance of Catholic school from home

DIRECTIONS: Below in items 110 129 are reasons which
Blacken the

spaces on your answer sheet to indicate how much impor
tance you think should be placed on each reason when

118. Discipline

deciding whether or not to send children to Catholic scnools.

119. Religious exercises (prayers before class. Mass on
school days)

Use the following scale for items 110-129.
1. Important reason for sending to Catholic schools.
2. Would not be important one way or the other.
3. Important reason for NOT sending to Catholic
schools.
110. Previous experience with Catholic schools

120. Religious or moral atmosphere in the school
121. Parental obligation
schools

to send children to Catholic

122. Assurance that nothing contrary to the faith will be
taught
123. Giving students a sense of moral values
124. Large number of lay teachers in Catholic schools

111. Quality of education
125. Developing personal freedom and responsibility
112. Nuns, brothers, or priests teaching religion
126. Dissatisfaction with public schools
113. Influence of Catholic classmates
127. Racial mixture in public schools
114. Religious symbols in classrooms (statues, crucifixes,
etc.)
115. Tuition costs

128. Use of uniforms in Catholic schools
129. Separate education for boys and girls
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PART VI
135. Developing interest and eagerness for learning

DIRECTIONS: On the basis of your knowledge of Catholic
and public schools or the experience of your children in
such schools, how would you rate the factors listed below
in questions 130-146? For each factor blacken the num
bered space on your answer sheet, in accordance with the
following scale. Remember that there are no right or wrong
answers and that you are asked to express your opinion
about the situation as it generally prevails in most Catholic
or public schools.

136. Developing a sensitivity to the problems and views
minority groups
137. Developing creativity and imagination
138. Preparation for college
139. Preparation for marriage and family life

1. Catholic schools better than public schools.

140. Preparation for a job

2. Catholic schools about the same as public
schools.

141. Teaching students to think for themselves

3. Public schools better than Catholic schools.

142. Developing a love for books

4. No experience on which to make a judgment.

143. Physical condition of the school building

130. Physical education programs

144. Developing respect for persons and property

131. Developing proper attitudes toward social problems
(war, poverty, race)

145. Teaching of self-discipline
146. Provision for slow learners

132. Guidance and counseling services

Thank you for your cooperation. We realize this quest-onnaire is long, but your help will be of great value to all
interested in the future of Catholic education, and is
deeply appreciated.

133. Teaching honesty and truthfulness
134. Developing good citizenship

Please Do Not Bend or Fold the Answer Sheet.
Thank You.

8
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Directions for Answering the Questionnaire
Your answers to the questions in this questionnaire must
be recorded on the special response sheet which accom
panies the questionnaire. Since thousands of answers must
be tabulated during this survey, this is the only practical
way to get the job done. Therefore, your careful marking of
the response sheet is most important.
Please use only a Number 2 or any soft lead pencil to
indicate your answer. DO NOT use a pen of any kind, as the
machines which will tabulate the answers cannot count any
marks except those made with a soft lead pencil. Do not
make stray marks on the response sheet, since they may be
counted as intended responses. Make your intended marks
clear and firm, and try to fill the response position com
pletely, without smudging the mark or letting it extend
beyond the lines. Should you find it necessary to change
an answer you have already marked, erase the first mark
completely and then enter your changed response.
SAMPLE:
Sample a: How many minutes do you think it will take
to finish this questionnaire?
1. 5

2. 10

3. 35

4. 120

5. 640

Since it should take about 35 minutes to complete the
questionnaire, the space under choice 3 was blackened as
is shown below.

ANSWER SPACE FOR
SAMPLE
1

2

3

4

i i ii a i ; i

5

Some of the questions on the questionnaire are factual
and. of course, we want you to answer these factually. But
most of them ask for your own personal opinion about
things that are going on in Catholic education today, or
might occur in the near future. For these questions there
are no right or wrong answers. Your answers will not be
considered votes: it is your opinion that is sought, as a
guide to the people who have to make decisions regarding
the directions that Catholic education will pursue in the
future.
Since your name does not appear on this questionnaire
or answer sheet, your answers cannot in any way be con
nected to you. It is for this reason you should feel perfectly
free to express your true opinion. The extreme upper right
hand corner of your answer sheet contains information
used only in IBM processing. DO NOT MARK IN THIS
SPACE.
Your opinions are an important part of this study We
realize that this questionnaire requires concentration and
valuable time on your part. However, your time and the
careful following of the directions included in the question
naire can greatly help to improve the quality of Catholic
education. Your cooperation in this effort is deeply ap
preciated by all concerned.
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PART I
Personal Background Information
2. Some high school

DIRECTIONS: First, we would like to have just a few items
of background information about yourself and your family.
Please be as accurate as possible. For each question,
blacken the numbered space on the separate answer sheet
which corresponds to your answer.

3. High school graduate
4. Some college, junior college, technical or business
school, or Associate degree

1. What is your age?

5. Bachelor’s degree

1. Under 21

6. Bachelor of Law degree

2. 21-30

7. Master’s degree

3. 31-40

8. Doctoral degree

4. 41-50
7. If you are (were) married, which educational category in
question 6 best describes the highest level of education
which your spouse completed5
7 (If never married, leave
6
the space for this question on your answer sheet blank.)

5. 51-64
6. Over 64
2. What is your sex?
1. Male
2. Female

8. To what type of elementary school do you plan to send
your pre-school age children for most of their edu
cation?

3. What is your marital status?

1. Public school

1. Single, and not engaged

2. Catholic school

2. Single and engaged
3. Married

3. Private school/non-Catholic

4. Widowed

4. Undecided

5. Separated or Divorced

5. No pre-school children

4. Into which of the following broad categories does your
annual income fall before taxes? (If you are married
indicate combined income for you and your spouse,
before taxes.)

9. Which of the following categories describes your weekly
financial contribution to your parish? If you are married,
indicate the combined contribution of you, your spouse,
and children.

1. Less than $3,000

1. About $1

2. $3,000-54,999

2. About $2

3. $5,000-56,999

3. Between $3 and $5

4. $7,000 - $3,999

4. Between $5 and $9

5. $9,000 -$11,999

5. $10 or more

6. $12,000-514,999
7. $15,000-524,999

10. Which of the following best describes your opinion
about the future of Catholic education?

8. $25,000 or over

1. I believe that it will continue to grow and. in the
future, educate even more students than it does
today.

5. If you are a married woman, are you presently employed
outside the home? (If husband is answering, answer for
your wife. If single, leave blank.)

2. I believe that it will hold its own in spite of mount
ing economic pressures.

1. Yes, in a full-time paid job.
2. Yes, in a part-time paid job.

3. I believe that enrollments will decline moderately.

3. Not employed outside the home.

4. I believe that enrollments will fall off sharply.

6. Which of the following categories best describes the
highest level of education which you have completed7

5. I believe that it will be phased out of existence
altogether except for a few private schools for
children of wealthy parents.

1. Elementary school graduate or less
2
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11. Is (was) your spouse a Catholic? (If never married, leave
the space for this question on your answer sheet blank.)

18. How many years did you attend a Catholic college or
university?

1. Yes
19. If you are (were) married, how many years did your
spouse attend a Catholic college or university? (If never
married, leave the space for this question on the an
swer sheet blank.)

2. No
12. Are you a Catholic?
1. Yes
2. No

DIRECTIONS: If you have never been married, skip to PART
II and leave the spaces for questions 20 through 28 blank
on your answer sheet. If you are married, blacken the
spaces on the answer sheet for questions 20-28.

13. Do you receive Communion more often now than before
the introduction of changes in the Mass?
1. Yes
2. About the same

20. How many children do you have who are under 6 years
of age?

3. No
DIRECTIONS: In questions 14 through 19 your answers will
be numbers (such as number of years of schooling, or
number of children.) You will find the number:, for your
answers printed on the separate answer sheet. For each
question blacken the numbered space on the an:wer sheet
which corresponds to your answer. IF, FOR ANY OF THESE
QUESTIONS, THE N U M B E R S ON THE ANSW ER SHEET
DO NOT APPLY TO YOU, BLACKEN THE SPACE UNDER
THE "X " ON THE ANSW ER SHEET.

21. How many children do you have who are between 6 and
10 years of age?
22. How many children do you have who are between 11 and
14 years of age?
23. How many children do you have who are between 15 and
18 years of age?
24. How many children do you have who are 19 years of
age or older?

14. How many years did you attend a Catholic elementary
school?

25. How many of your children ages 6-10 are now attending
Catholic schools?

15. If you are (were) married, how many years did your
spouse attend a Catholic elementary school? (If never
married, leave the space for this question on the an
swer sheet blank.)

26. How many of your children ages 11-14 are now attending
Catholic schools?

16. How many years did you attend a Catholic high school?
27. How many of your children ages 15-18 are now attending
Catholic schools?

17. If you are (were) married, how many years did your
spouse attend a Catholic high school? (If never married,
leave the space for this question on the answer sheet
blank.)

28. How many of your children are now attending a Catholic
college?

PART II
DIRECTIONS: Items 29-83 below represent points of view
about the Church or its educational activities. Indicate
your reaction to these statements by blackening the spaces
on the answer sheet according to the following scale.

3. Undecided, or no basis for making a judgment
4. Disagree
5. Strongly disagree
29. However hard it is to define. Catholic schools have a
unique and desirable quality that is not found in public
schools.

1. Strongly agree
2. Agree
3
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43. Sending a child to Catholic schools fulfills flhe obliga
tion of the parent for the religious education of the

30. It is not possible to have a strong parish without a
parochial elementary school.

child.
31. The financial support of Catholic education is the duty
of all Catholics, whether or not they have children in
Catholic schools.

44. Since the cost of education is going up eve<7 year, it
would be better for Catholic schools to elimiinate cer
tain grades rather than to attempt to operate at all

32. Because of the contribution which Catholic schools
make to the community, local business and industry
should give some financial help to these schools.

grade levels.
45. An annual diocesan education tax, based on ability to
pay. would be a good way of raisinng funds for the
support of Catholic education.

33. If the lack of trained personnel and funds became a
problem for Catholic schools, they should concentrate
on educating the very bright students who will probably
be the future leaders of the community.

46. If parochial schools were to drcp Grades 7 and 8.
parents would be willing to transfer a child from public
school to a Catholic school for the rest of hsgh school
education.

34. Too often in Catholic schools, pastors, without formal
training in education tell the principal how to run the
school.

47. Policies for Catholic schools should be formulated by
boards made up of laymen and clergy.

35. Many priests consider parents who send their children
to public schools as being less loyal to the parish than
parents who enroll their children in parochial schools.

48. All teachers in Catholic schools, lay and rehgiious, must
have qualifications at least equal to those required of
teachers in public schools.

36. Laymen would contribute more to the support of
Catholic education (schools, Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine classes, adult education, etc.) if they were
better informed on how the money was being spent.

49. Even in parishes which have a parochial school the
parish should spend at least as much per student to
provide religious instruction for Catholic children in
public schools as it does to provide religious, instruc
tion for children in the parish school.

37. Parochial school education is narrowing because it
limits children to contacts with those who have the
same religious beliefs.

50. When a Catholic with young children is buying a new

38. If the priests and sisters of a parish conducted classes,
visited homes, and ran other programs designed to help
parents in the religious and moral development of their
children, it would be less necessary for the Church to
have as large a school system as it now has.

home, one of the things which he should seriously
consider is whether or not the parish has am elemen
tary school.
51. Tuition rates for high schools should be raised when
necessary so that they come close to meetingthe actual
costs of education.

39. Parents should not force their teen-age children to
attend religious education classes.
40. Parents who send their children to Catholic schools are
generally not interested in the problems of public
education.

52. In general, the Religion books now being used, in Cath
olic schools are satisfactory and accomplish what they
are supposed to accomplish.

41. Qualified lay teachers in Catholic schools should re
ceive the same salaries and fringe benefits that the
public school teachers in the same community receive.

53. The movement toward Protestant-Catholic Church unity
is dangerous because it tends to deny the traditional
doctrine that the Catholic Church is the one, true
Church founded by Christ.

42. If children in Catholic schools are excluded from public
aid to education programs, the diocese should close all
schools and concentrate on other forms of religious
education.

54. The Catholic schools have, since Vatican II, done a good
job of making students aware of their social respon
sibilities.
4
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68. Funds raised in wealthy parishes should be used to help
pay the cost of Catholic education in poorer parishes.

1. Strongly agree
2. Agree
3. Urlecided, or no basis for making a judgment

69. Since the future is in God’s hands. I will wait and ac
cept what He wills for me.

4. Disagree
5. Strongly disagree

70. I prefer to worship God by private prayers rather than
as a member of a group.

55. We need an active adult education program in this
parish in order to update all of the people on new de
velopments in the Church.

71. Priests and nuns have a greater call to holiness and
good works than do Christian lay people.

56. I would be willing to contribute, on a tax deductible
basis, to an annual diocesan educational fund raising
drive, similar to a United Fund drive.

72. I would be willing to attend lectures, programs, or dis
cussions about the meaning of the changes in the
church since Vatican II.

57. Most people do not learn much from sermons.
58. The parish members should have more say in the run
ning of the parish than they now have.

73. Public funds should be used to help defray the cost to
Catholic schools for teaching children academic sub
jects such as mathematics, foreign language, science,
and reading.

59. Most Catholics don’t contribute as much as they could
to the support of the Church.

74. Parish finances make it impossible for Catholic schools
to match public school teacher salaries.

60. Every Catholic child should spend some time in Cath
olic schools.

75. I am greatly disturbed when lay people question the
decisions of the Bishops and priests.

61. Catholics should see that the needs of children in Cath
olic schools are known to their state legislatures.

76. The Church has changed so much in such a short pe
riod of time that only trained teachers should give
religious education to children.

62. It is impossible for the Church to provide adequate
religious and moral formation for public high school
students with present Confraternity or Sunday school
programs.

77. Since the change to English, the Mass has taken on a
greater meaning.
78. People who insist on following their consciences in
certain matters instead of obeying Church laws are
endangering their eternal salvation.

63. The value of a Catholic college education is so great
that the Catholic community should support Catholic
colleges.

79. In the long run, Catholics who attend public schools
turn out to be just as good Catholics as those who
attend parochial schools.

64. The best way to improve world conditions is for each
man to concentrate on taking care of his own personal

80. In general, the goals of the Church can be better
reached by traditional methods than by new approaches.

and family responsibilities.
65. Part of the money collected in a diocesan educational
fund raising drive should be used to provide training for

81. People would contribute more to the support of Cath
olic education if they felt that laymen were involved
in making educational policy in the diocese.

specialists in religious education.
66. Catholic children who attend public school tend to be
treated as second class citizens of the parish if there
is a parish school.

82. Sermons should deal with the unchangeable truths of
the Church and not with current issues.

67. The present policy whereby each parish is responsible
for the financing of its own parochial school is the
best policy.

83. Part of the money collected in a diocesan educational
fund raising drive should be used to provide scholar
ships to Catholic colleges and universities.
5
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PART III
DIRECTIONS: Listed below, in statements 84-97, are some
plans which might be considered for Catholic education
in the future. Read each statement carefully and indicate
your own opinion of these plans.
1. I would like such a plan.
2. No opinion.
3. I would not like such a plan.
84. Consolidate small parochial schools located close to
gether into one large elementary school.
85. Close grades 1-3 in Catholic schools and concentrate on
an especially modern approach to education in grades
4-8.
86. Close the Catholic elementary schools, where there are
good public schools, and have Catholic children attend
the public schools. However, have the parishes set up
Religious Education Centers — staffed by full-time
specialists — to provide religious education for these
children after school hours or on Saturday or Sunday.
87. Close the Catholic high schools, where there are good
public schools, and have Catholic children attend the
public schools. However, have the parishes set up
Religious Education Centers — staffed by full-time spe
cialists— to provide religious education for these chil
dren after school hours or on Saturday or Sunday.
88. Close grades 7 and 8 and concentrate on grades 1-6.
89. Construct a classroom building whenever possible ad
jacent to a good public high school. With the coopera
tion of public school officials, Catholic students attend
ing the high school could then elect religious educa
tion courses, to be conducted in this separate building
by well qualified teachers, as part of their regular high
school schedules.

90. Build more Catholic elementary schools so that all
Catholic children can attend a Catholic elementary
school.
91. Build more high schools so that all Catholic adoles
cents can attend a Catholic high school.
92. Have children take some courses (such as reading,
mathematics, art. science) in a good nearby public ele
mentary school and the rest of their courses (such as
religion, social studies, literature) in the Catholic ele
mentary school.
93. Have students take some courses (such as reading,
mathematics, art. science) in a good nearby public high
school and the rest of their courses (such as religion,
social studies, literature) in the Catholic high school.
94. Have Catholic children take all their courses in the
public schools, where there are good public schools,
but on two or three days a week have them dismissed
early in order to attend a Religious Education Center
for religious instruction.
95. Work with members of other faiths whenever possible
to construct a classroom building adjacent to a good
public high school. With the cooperation of public
school officials, students could then elect religious
education courses, taught by members of their own
faith in the ecumenically sponsored separate building,
as part of their regular high school schedules.
96. In some areas, local diocesan high schools might be
changed to junior high schools permitting nearby
parishes to eliminate grades 7 and 8. Students of grades
10-12 would then go to public high schools.
97. Catholic elementary and secondary schools should not
be drastically changed, but should continue in their
present form.

PART IV
DIRECTIONS: The following questions ask you to make
judgments about the relative importance of Catholic edu
cation for the various grade or age levels. While many such
judgments are actually the responsibility of professional
educators, the attitudes of parishioners are important. Use
your personal opinion. Your answer will not be considered
as a vote for or against any of thse statements, but as an
indication of parish opinion. Blacken spaces on your an
swer sheet according to the following key:

1. if your answer is:
Primary school (Grades 1-4, Ages 6-10)
2. if your answer is:
Middle school (Grades 5-8, Ages 10-14)
3. if your answer is:
High school (Grades 9-12, Ages 15-18)
4. if your answer is: More than one of the above
5. if your answer is: None of the above
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98. If Catholic schools had to close some grades, which
ones should be closed first?

104. At what grade level are parents least effective in the
religious formation of their children’

99. If Catholic schools had to close some grades, which
ones should be closed last?

105. At what grade level is the formation of proper atti
tudes toward social problems (poverty, war. race re
lations. etc.) most possible?

100. At what grade level are present Sunday school, or
Confraternity classes most likely to be as effective as
attendance at a Catholic school?

106. At wnat grade level is it most important to have
priests, sisters, or brothers as teachers?

101. At what grade level might greatly improved Sunday
school or Confraternity classes be just about as effec
tive as attendance at a Catholic school?

107. At what grade level is it least important to have
priests, sisters, or brothers as teachers?
108. At what grade level is it most important for Catholic
students to have close friendships with other Cath
olics’

102. At what grade level can Sunday school or Confrater
nity classes, no matter how much they are improved,
never be an adequate substitute for attendance at a
Catholic school?

109. At what grade level is it most important for Catholic
students to come to know young people of other re
ligions and races?

103. At what grade level are parents most effective in the
religious formation of their children?

part

v

DIRECTIONS: Below in questions 110-129, are reasons which
parents sometimes give for their decision whether or not
to send their children to Catholic Schools. EVEN IF YOU
DO NOT HAVE CH ILD REN OR LIVE IN AN AREA WHERE
TH ERE ARE NO CATHOLIC SCHOOLS, blacken the spaces
on your answer sheet to indicate how much importance
you would place on each reason when deciding whether
or not to send children to Catholic schools. Use the fol
lowing scale for questions 110-129.

116. Nuns, brothers, or priests teaching subjects other than
religion

1. Important reason for sending to Catholic schools.

121. Parental obligation to send children to Catholic
schools

117. Distance of Catholic school from home
118. Discipline
119. Religious exercises (prayers before class. Mass on
school days)
120. Religious or moral atmosphere in the school

2. Would not be important one way or the other.

122. Assurance that nothing contrary to the faith will be
taught

3. Important reason for NOT sending to Catholic
schools.

123. Giving students a sense of moral values
110. Previous experience with Catholic schools
124. Large number of lay teachers in Catholic schools
111. Quality of education
125. Developing personal freedom and responsibility
112. Nuns, brothers, or priests teaching religion
126. Dissatisfaction with public schools
113. Influence of Catholic classmates
127. Racial mixture in public schools
114. Religious symbols in classrooms (statues, crucifixes,
128. Use of uniforms in Catholic schools

etc.)

129. Separate education for boys and girls

115. Tuition costs
7
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- PART VI
135. Developing interest and eagerness for learning

DIRECTIONS: On the basis of your knowledge of Catholic
and public schools or the experience of your children in
such schools, how would you rate the factors listed below
in questions 130 146? For each factor blacken the num
bered space on your answer sheet, in accordance with the
following scale. Remember that there are no right or wrong
answers and that you are asked to express your opinion
about the situation as it generally prevails in most Catholic
or public schools.

136. Developing a sensitivity to the problems and views of
minority groups
137. Developing creativity and imagination
138. Preparation for college
139. Preparation for marriage and family life

1. Catholic schools better than public schools.

140. Preparation for a job

2. Catholic schools about the same as public
schools.

141. Teaching students to think for themselves

3. Public schools better than Catholic schools.

142. Developing a love for books

4. No experience on which to make a judgment.

143. Physical condition of the school building

130. Physical education programs

144. Developing respect for persons and property

131. Developing proper attitudes toward social problems
(war, poverty, race)

145. Teaching of self-discipline
146. Provision for slow learners

132. Guidance and counseling services

Thank you for your cooperation. We realize this question
naire is long, but your help will be of great value to all
interested in the future of Catholic education, and is
deeply appreciated.

133. Teaching honesty and truthfulness
134. Developing good citizenship

Please place the answer sheet in the envelope provided DO NOT BEND OR FOLD.

8

184

FO RM CT

A lt e r n a t iv e s in C a th o lic E d u c a tio n
D io c e s e

of

B is m a rc k , N . D .

D io c e s a n S u r v e y o f A t t it u d e s a n d O p in io n s
o f C a th o lic E d u c a t io n

Directions for Answering the Questionnaire
Vour answers to the questions in this questionnaire must be
recorded on the special response sheet which accompanies the
questionnaire. Since thousands of answers must be tabulated
during this survey, this is the only practical way to get the job
done. Therefore, your careful marking of the response sheet is
most important.
Please use only a Number 2 or any soft lead pencil to
indicate your answer. DO N O T use a pen of any kind, as the
machines which will tabulate the answers cannot count any
marks except those made with a soft lead pencil. Do not make
stray marks on the response sheet, since they may be counted
as intended responses. Make your intended marks clear and
firm, and try to fill the response position completely, without
smudging the mark or letting it extend beyond the lines.
Should you find it necessary to change an answer you have
already marked, erase the first mark completely and then enter
your changed response.
SA M PLE :
Sample a:
1.5

How many minutes do you think it will take to
finish this questionnaire?
2.10

3.35

4.120

5.640

Some of the questions on the questionnaire are factual and.
of course, we want you to answer these factually But most of
them ask for your own personal opinion about things that are
going on in Catholic education today, or might occur in the
near future. For these questions there are no right or wrong
answers. Vour answers will not be considered votes; it is your
opinion that is sought, as a guide to the people who have to
make decisions regarding the directions that Catholic educa
tion will pursue in the future.
Since your name does not appear on this questionnaire or
answer sheet, your answers cannot in any way be connected to
you. It is for this reason you should feel perfectly free to
express your true opinion. The extreme upper right hand cor
ner of your answer sheet contains information used only in
IBM processing, DO NOT M A R K IN T H IS SPACE.
Your opinions are an important part of this study. We
realize that this questionnaire requires concentration and valu
able time on your part. However, your time and the careful
following of the directions included in the questionnaire can
greatly help to improve the quality of Catholic education.
Your cooperation in this effort is deeply appreciated by all
concerned

Since it should take about 35 minutes to complete the ques
tionnaire, the space under choice 3 was blackened as is shown
below.

A N S W E R SPAC E FO R
SAM PLE
1

2

3

4

5
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---- -*» PART I »■----Personal Background Information
D IR E C T IO N S : Firjt. w« would like to
jujt > (aw itaml of background information about youradf. your job
and your family. Plea*) be as accurate as possible. For each question, blacken the numbered space on the aepeeete
answer sheet which corresponds to your answer.
1. What is your age?
(1) Under 21
(2) 21-30
(3) 31-40
2. What is your sex?
(1) Male

(4) 41-50
(5) 51-64
(6) Over 64

8.
A s of June, 1972, whet will be the total number of years
of full-time teaching experience you have had in public
schools?
( 1 ) 0 years
(2) 1 to 4 years

What is your marital status?
(1) Single, and not engaged
(2) Single and engaged

(4) Widowed
(5) Separated or Divorced

(2) 1 to 4 years

10. Which of the following categories describes your weekly
financial contribution to your parish? If you are married, in
dicate the combined contribution of you. your spouse, and
children.
(1) About $1
(2) About $2

5. Are you a Catholic?
(1) Yes
(2) No

Have you ever turned down an offer to teach in a public

school?
(1) Yes
(2) No

Which one of the following conditions is most in need of
check only one)
(5) Equipment and materials

(3) Teachers' salaries
(4) Curriculum content

(4) Between $5 and $9
(5) $10 or more

(3) Between $3 and $5

(8) $25,000 or over
11.

6.

(4) 10 to 19 years
(5) 20 or more years

(3) 5 to 9 years

4. Into which of the following broad categories does your
mnual income fall before taxes? (If you are married indicate
ombined income for you and your spouse, before taxes.)
(5) $9,000 $11,999
(1) Less than $3,000
(6) $12,000 $14,999
(2) $3,000 - $4,999
(7) $15,000 $24,999
(3) $5,000 $6,999

x>rrection in your school: (pl<
(1) Class size
(2) Student discipline

A s of June,1972, how marry years will you have bean In

your present school?
(1) Less than one year

(3) Married

(4) $7,000 - $8,999

(5) 20 or more yews

(3) 5 to 9 years

(2) Female
9.

3.

(4) 10 to 19 yean

(6) Faculty morale
(7) Building space
(8) Parental interest

7.
A s of June.) 972. what will be the total number of years
of full-time teaching experience you have had in Catholic
schools?
(1) Less than one year
(5) 10 to 14 years
(2) 1 or 2 years
(6) 15 to 19 years
(3) 3 or 4 years
(7) 20 to 29 years
(4) 5 to 9 years
(8) 30 or more years

12. Where do you do most of your work?
(1) grades 1 - 8
(2) grades 9 - 1 2
13, Salary is only one factor in deciding where to teach.
Which one of the following outranks salary the most in your
own decision? (please check only one)
(1) The significant mission of the Catholic schools
(2) The discipline and atmosphere of respect in Catholic
schools
(3) The characteristics of the faculty in Catholic schools
(4) The characteristics of the students in Catholic schools
(5) Some other factor (such an neighborhood location,
etc.)
(6) No factor outranks salary; I would have to leave
Catholic schools for a higher salary offer elsewhere.

D IR E C T IO N S : In questions 14 through 19 your answers will be numbers (such as number of years of schooling, or
number of children.) Yo u will find the numbers for your answers printed on the separate answer sheet. For each
question blacken the numbered space on the answer sheet which corresponds to your answer. If, FO R A N Y OF
T H E S E Q U EST IO N S. T H E N U M B E R S O N T H E A N S W E R S H E E T D O N C T A P P L Y T O YO U . B L A C K E N THE
SP A C E U N D E R T H E " X 'O N T H E A N SW E R SHEET.
14. How many years did you attend a Catholic elementary
school?
15. If you are (were) married, how many years did your
spouse attend a Catholic elementary school? (If never married,
leave the space for this question on the answer sheet blank.)
16. How many years did you attend a Catholic high school?
17. If you are (were) married, how many years did your

spouse attend a Catholic high school? (If never married, le«we
the space for this question on the answer sheet blank.)
18. How many years did you attend a Catholic college or uni
versity?
19. If you are (were) married, how many years did your spouse
attend a Catholic college or university? (If never married, leave
the space for this question on the answer sheet blank.)
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D IR E C T IO N S ;

If you have never been married, skip to P A R T II and leave the spaces for question 20 through 28

blank on your answer sheet. If you are married, blacken the spaces on the answer sheet for questions 20-28.
25. How many of your children ages 6-10 are now attending

20. How many children do you have who are under 6 years of
age?

Catholic schools?
26. How many of your children ages 11-14 are now attending

21. How many children do you have who are between 6 and
10 years of age?

Catholic schools?
27. How many of your children ages 15-18 are now attending

22. How many children do you have who are between 11 and
14 years of age?

Catholic schools?
28. How many of your children are now attending a Catholic

23. How many children do you have who are between 15 and
18 years of age?

college?

24. How many children do you have who are 19 years of age
or older?

PART II
37. Parochial school education is narrowing because it limits
children to contacts with those who have the same reli
gious beliefs.

D IR E C T IO N S : Items 29-83 below represent points of view
about the Church or its educational activities. Indicate your
reaction to these statements by blackening the spaces on the
answer sheet according to the following scale.

38. If the priests and sisters of a parish conducted classes,
visited homes, and ran other programs designed to help
parents in the religious and moral development of their
children, it would be less necessary for the Church to
have as large a school system as it now has.

1. Strongly agree
2. Agree
3. Undecided, or no basis for making a judgment
4. Disagree
5. Strongly disagree

39. Parents should not force their teen-age children to attend
29. However hard it is to define. Catholic schools have a
unique and desirable quality that is not found in public
schools.

religious education classes.
40. Parents who send their children to Catholic schools are

30. It is not possible to have a strong parish without a paro
chial elementary school.

generally not interested in the problems of public educa
tion.

31. The financial support of Catholic education is the duty
of all Catholics, whether or not they have children in

41. Qualified lay teachers in Catholic schools should receive
the same salaries and fringe benefits that the public

Catholic schools.

school teachers in the same community receive.

32. Because of the contribution which Catholic schools make
to the community, local business and industry should
give some financial help to these schools.

42. If children in Catholic schools are excluded from public
aid to education programs, the diocese should close all
schools and concentrate on other forms of religious edu
cation.

33. If the lack of trained personnel and funds became a
problem for Catholic schools, they should concentrate on
educating the very bright students who will probably be
the future leaders of the community.

43. Sending a chikl to Catholic schools fulfills the obligation
of the parent for the religious education of the child.

34. Too often in Catholic schools, pastors, without formal
training in education tell the principal how to run the

44. Since the cost of education is going up every year, it
would be better for Catholic schools to eliminate certain
grades rather than to attempt to operate at all grade lev

school.

els.
35. Many priests consider parents who send their children to
public schools as being less loyal to the parish than par
ents who enroll their children in parochial schools.

45. An annual diocesan education tax, based on ability to
pay, would be a good way of raising funds for the sup
port of Catholic education.

36. Laymen would contribute more to the support of Catho
lic education (schools. Confraternity of Christian D oc
trine classes, adult education, etc.) if they were better
informed on how the money was being spent.
3

46. If parochial schools were to drop Grades 7 and 8. parents
would be willing to transfer a child from public school to
a Catholic school for the rest of high school education.
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1. Strongly agree

59. Most Catholics don't contribute as much as they coukl to
the support of the Church.

2. Agree
60. Every Catholic child should spend some time in Catholic
3. Undecided, or no basis for making a judgment
4. Disagree

schools.
61. Catholics should see that the needs of children in Catho
lie schools are known to their state legislatures.

5. Strongly disagree
47. Policies for Catholic schools should be formulated by
boards made up of laymen and clergy.

62. It is impossible for the Church to provide adequate reli
gious and moral formation for public high school stu
dents with present Confraternity or Sunday school pro
grams.

48. A ll teachers in Catholic schools, lay and religious, must
have qualifications at least equal to those required of
teachers in public schools.

63. The value of a Catholic college education is so great that
the Catholic community should support Catholic col
leges.

49. Even in parishes which have a parochial school the parish
should spend at least as much per student to provide
religious instruction for Catholic children in public
schools as it does to provide religious instruction for
children in the parish school.
50. When a Catholic with young children is buying a new
home, one of the things which he should seriously con
sider is whether or not the parish has an elementary
school.
51. Tuition rates for high schools should be raised when
necessary so that they come close to meeting the actual
costs of education.
52. In general, the Religion books now being used in Catholic
schools are satisfactory and accomplish what they are
supposed to accomplish.
53. The movement toward Protestant-Catholic Church unity
is dangerous because it tends to deny the traditional doc
trine that the Catholic Church is the one, true Church
founded by Christ.
54. The Catholic schools have, since Vatican II, done a good
job of making students aware of their social responsi
bilities.
55. We need an active adult education program in this parish
in order to update all of the people on new developments
in the Church.
56. I would be willing to contribute, on a tax deductible
basis, to an annual diocesan educational fund raising
drive, similar to a United Fund drive.

64. The best way to improve world conditions is for each
man to concentrate on taking care of his own personal
and family responsibilities.
65. Part of the money collected in a diocesan educational
fund raising drive should be used to provide training for
specialists in religious education.
66. Catholic children who attend public school tend to be
treated as second class citizens of the parish if there is a
parish school.
67. The present policy whereby each parish is responsible for
the financing of its own parochial school is the best
policy.
68. Funds raised in wealthy parishes should be used to help
pay the cost of Catholic education in poorer parishes.
69. Since the future is in God's hands, I will wait and accept
what He wills for me.
70. I prefer to worship God by private prayers rather than as
a member of a group.
71. Priests and nuns have a greater call to holiness and good
works than do Christian lay people
72. I would be willing to attend lectures, programs, or dis
cussions aliout the meaning of the changes in the church
since Vatican II

57. Most people do not learn much from sermons.

73. Public funds should be used to help defray the cost to
Catholic schools for teaching chiklren academic subjects
such as mathematics, foreign language, science, and read
ing

58. The parish members should have more say in the running
of the parish than they now have

74. Parish finances make it impossible for Catholic schools to
match public school teacher salaries
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75. • am greatly disturbed when lay people question the
decisions of the Bishops and priests.
76. The Church has changed so much in such a short period
of time that only trained teachers should give religious
education to children.

80. In general, the goals of the Church can be better <reached
by traditional methods than by new approaches.

81. People would contribute more to the support of Catholic
education if they felt that laymen were involved in
making educational policy in the diocese.

77. Since the change to English, the Mass has taken on a
greater meaning.
78. People who insist on following their consciences in cer
tain matters instead of obeying Church laws are en
dangering their eternal salvation.
79. In the long run. Catholics who attend public schools turn
out to be just as good Catholics as those who attend
parochial schools.

82. Sermons should deal with unchangeable truths of the
Church and not with current issues.

83.

Part of the money collected in a diocesan educational
fund raising drive should be used to provide scholarships
to Catholic colleges and universities.

PART III
D IR EC T IO N S: Listed below, in statements 84-97, are some
plans which might be considered for Catholic education in the
future. Read each statement carefully and indicate your own
opinion of these plans.
1. I would like such a plan
2. N o opinion

90. Build more Catholic elementary schools so that all
Catholic children can attend a Catholic elementary
school.
91. Build more high schools so that all Catholic adolescents
can attend a Catholic high school.

3. I would not like such a plan.
84. Consolidate small parochial schools located close to
gether into one large elementary school.
85. Close grades 1-3 in Catholic schools and concentrate on
an especially modern approach to education in grades
4-8.
86. Close the Catholic elementary schools, where there are
good public schools, and have Catholic children attend
the public schools. However, have the parishes set up
Religious Education Centers-staffed by full time special
ists-to provide religious education for these children
after school hours or on Saturday or Sunday.
87. Close the Catholic high schools, where there are good
public schools, and have Catholic children attend the
public schools. However, have the parishes set up
Religious Education Centers-staffed by full time special
ists—to provide religious education for these children
after school hours or on Saturday or Sunday.
88. Close grades 7 and 8 and concentrate on grades 1 6.
89. Construct a classroom building whenever possible ad
jacent to a good public high school. With the cooperation
of public school officials. Catholic students attending the
high school could then elect religious education courses,
to be conducted in this separate building by well
qualified teachers, as part of their regular high school
schedules.

92. Have children take some courses (such as reading,
mathematics, art, science) in a good nearby public ele
mentary school and the rest of their courses (such as
religion, social studies, literature) in the Catholic ele
mentary school.
93. Have students take some courses (such as reading,
mathematics, art, science) in a good nearby public high
school and the rest of their courses (such as religion,
social studies, literature) in the Catholic high school.
94. Have Catholic children take all their courses in die-public
schools, where there are good public schools, but on two
or three days a week have them dismissed earty in order
to attend a Religious Education Center for religious
instruction.
95. Work with members of other faiths whenever possible to
construct a classroom building adjacent to a good public
high school. With the cooperation of public school
officials, students could then elect religious education
courses, taught by members of their own faitth in the
ecumenically sponsored separate building, as par? of their
regular high school schedules.
96. In some areas, local diocesan high schools might be
changed to junior high schools permitting nearby parishes
to eliminate grades 7 and 8. Students of grades 10-12
would then go to public high schools
97. Catholic elementary and secondary schools should not be
drastically changed, but should continue in thew present
form.
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PART IV
D IR E C T IO N S : The following questions ask you to make
judgments about the relative importance of Catholic education
for the various grade or age levels. While many such judgments
are actually the responsibility of professional educators, the
attitudes of parishioners are important. Use your personal
opinion. Your answer will not be considered as a vote for or
against any of these statements, but as an indication of parish
opinion. Blacken spaces on your answer sheet according to the
following key:

as attendance at a Catholic school?
102. At what grade level can Sunday school or Confraternity
classes, no matter how much they are improved, never be
an adequate substitute for attendance at a Catholic
school?
103. A t what grade level are parents most effective in the
religious formation of their children?

1. if your answer is:
Primary school (Grades 1-4, Ages 6-10)

104. A t what grade level are parents least effective in the

2. if your answer is:
Middle school (Grades 5-8,Ages 10-14)

religious formation of their children?
105. A t what grade level is the formation of proper attitudes
toward social problems (poverty, war, race relations, etc.)

3. if your answer is:
High school (Grades 9-12, Ages 15-18)

most possible?

4. if your answer is: More than one of the above

106. A t what grade level is it most important to have priests,
sisters, or brothers as teachers?

5. if your answer is: None of the above
98. If Catholic schools had to close some grades, which ones
should be closed first?
99. If Catholic schools had to close some grades, which ones
should be closed last?
100.

101. A t what grade level might greatly improved Sunday
school or Confraternity classes be just about as effective

A t what grade level are present Sunday school, or
Confraternity classes most likely to be as effective as
attendance at a Catholic school?

107. At what grade level is it least important to have priests,
sisters, or brothers as teachers?
108. A t what grade level is it most important for Catholic
students to have close friendships with other Catholics?
109. A t what grade level is it most important for Catholic
students to come to know young people of other
religions and races?

PART v
D IR E C T IO N S : Below in question 110-129, are reasons which
parents sometimes give for their decision whether or not to
send their children to Catholic Schools. E V E N IF Y O U DO
N O T H A V E C H IL D R E N O R L IV E IN A N A R E A W H ER E
T H E R E A R E NO C A T H O L IC SCH O O LS, blacken the spaces
on your answer sheet to indicate how much importance you
would place on each reason when deciding whether or not to
send children to Catholic schools. Use the following scale for
questions 110-129.

110. Previous experience with Catholic schools
111. Quality of education
112. Nuns, brothers, or priests teaching religion
113. Influence of Catholic classmates
114. Religious symbols in classrooms (statues, crucifixes, etc.)
115. Tuition costs

1. Important reason for sending to Catholic schools

2. Would not be important one way or the other.

116. Nuns, brothers, or priests teaching subjects other than
religion
117. Distance of Catholic school from home

3. Important reason for NOT sending to Catholic
schools.

118. Discipline
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119. Religious exercises (prayers before class. Mass on school

124. Large number of lay teachers in Catholic schools

days)
125. Developing personal freedom and responsibility
120. Religious or moral atmosphere in the school
126. Dissatisfaction with public schools
121. Parental obligation to send children to Catholic schools
127 Racial mixture in public schools
122. Assurance that nothing contrary to the faith will be
taught

128. Use of uniforms in Catholic schools

123. Giving students a sense of moral values

129. Separate education for boys and girls

PART VI
D IR EC T IO N S: O n the basis of your knowledge of Catholic
and public schools or the experience of your children in such
schools, how would you rate the factors listed below in
questions 130-146? For each factor blacken the numbered

135. Developing interest and eagerness for teaming
136. Developing a sensitivity to the problems and views of
minority groups

space on your answer sheet, in accordance with the following
scale. Remember that there are no right or wrong answers and
that your are asked to express your opinion about the
situation as it generally prevails in most Catholic or public

137. Developing creativity and imagination
138. Preparation for college

schools.
139. Preparation for marriage and family life
1. Catholic schools better than public schools.
140. Preparation for a job

2. Catholic schools about the same as public
schools.

141. Teaching students to think for themselves

3. Public schools better than Catholic schools

142. Developing a love for books

4. N o experience on which to make a judgment.

143. Physical condition of the school building

130. Physical education programs

144. Developing respect for persons and property

131. Developing proper attitudes toward social problems (war.

145. Teaching of self-discipline

poverty, race)

146. Provision for slow learners

132. Guidance and counseling services

Thank you for your cooperation. We realize this questionnaire
is long, but your help will be of great value to all interested in
the future of Catholic education, and is deeply appreciated.

133. Teaching honesty and truthfulness
134. Developing good citizenship

Please Do Not Bend or Fold the Answer Sheet.
Thank You.
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TABLE 20
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF LAYPERSONS' RESPONSES BY MARITAL STATUS

Marital Status

Number

Percentage

Single not engaged

33

4.53

Single and engaged

2

.27

Married

649

89.15

Widowed

35

4.81

9

1.24

728

100.00

Separated or Divorced
Total

193

TABLE 21
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF LAYPERSONS' RESPONSES BY INCOME

Number

Percentage

No Response

15

2.06

Less than 3,000.00

11

1.51

3,000.00-4,999.00

29

3.98

5,000.00-6,999.00

43

5.91

7,000.00-8,999.00

78

10.71

9,000.00-11,999.00

137

18.82

12,000.00-14,999.00

139

19.09

15,000.00-24,999.00

185

25.41

91

12.50

728

100.00

25,000.00 and over
Total

TABLE 22
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF LAYPERSONS' RESPONSES BY EMPLOYMENT OF
MARRIED WOMEN
Number

Percentage

No Response

73

10.03

Employed in a full-time paid job

92

12.64

Employed in a part-time paid job

129

17.72

Not employed outside the home

434

59.62

Total

728

1 0 0 .0 0
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TABLE 23
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF PRIESTS', RELIGIOUS', AND LAYPERSONS’
RESPONSES BY LEVEL OF EDUCATION

Number
Priests/
Lay
Religious persons

Percentage
Priests/ LayReligious persons

1

6

.29

.82

14

99

4.02

13.60

Some high school

9

81

2.59

11.13

High school graduate

3

188

.86

25.82

41

193

11.78

26.51

170

106

48.85

14.56

4

8

1.15

1.10

101

27

29.02

3.71

5

20

1.44

2.75

100.00

100.00

No Response
Elementary school graduate or
less

Some college, junior college,
technical or business school
or Associate degree
Bachelor's degree
Bachelor of Law degree
Master's degree, S.T.L. or
equivalent
Doctoral degree
Total

348
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TABLE 24
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF LAYPERSONS' RESPONSES BY TYPE OF ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL PLANNED FOR THEIR CHILDREN

Number

Percentage

62

8.52

Public school

169

23.21

Catholic school

186

25.55

5

.69

28

3.85

No pre-school children

278

38.19

Total

728

100.00

No Response

Private school/non-Catholic
Undecided

TABLE 25
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF LAYPERSONS' RESPONSES BY WEEKLY
CONTRIBUTION TO THE CHURCH

Number

Percentage

No Response

14

1.92

About 1.00

59

8.10

About 2.00

79

10.85

Between 3.00 and 5.00

201

27.61

Between 5.00 and 9.00

182

25.00

10.00 or more

193

26.51

Total

728

100.00
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TABLE 26
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF LAYPERSONS’ RESPONSES BY RELIGION OF SPOUSE

Number

No Response
Spouse is Catholic
Spouse is not a Catholic
Total

Percentage

42

5.77

609

83.65

77

10.58

728

100.00

TABLE 27
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF LAYPERSONS' RESPONSES BY RELIGION
OF RESPONDENT

Number

No Response
Catholic
Non-Catholic
Total

Percentage

14

1.92

697

95.74

17

2.34

728

100.00
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TABLE 28
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF LAYPERSONS’ RESPONSES BY FREQUENCY OF
RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION

Number

Percentage

15

2.06

Yes, I receive Communion more often than
before the changes in the Mass.

298

40.93

About the same

332

45.60

83

11.40

728

100.00

No Response

No, I do not receive Communion more often
than before the changes in the Mass,
>

Total

TABLE 29
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF PRIESTS' AND RELIGIOUS’ RESPONSES
BY PRESENT STATUS
Number

Percentage

1

.29

59

16.95

7

2.01

17

4.89

Brother or Sister

264

75.86

Total

348

No Response
Pastor
Associate Pastor
Priest - not assigned to parish work

1 0 0 .0
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TABLE 30
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OE PRIESTS’ AND RELIGIOUS’ RESPONSES
CONCERNING PREFERENCE TO TEACH RELIGION FULL TIME

Number

Percentage

Would you like to teach religion full time?
No Response

1

.29

Yes

53

15.23

Undecided

41

11.78

No

253

72.70

Total

348

100.00
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TABLE 31
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF PRIESTS' AND RELIGIOUS’ RESPONSES BY
TYPE OF WORK
Number

Percentage

No Response

3

.86

Parish work

61

17.53

8

2.30

Principal/Headmaster/administrator

16

4.60

Supervisor

10

2.87

High school teacher or counselor

41

11.78

Elementary school teacher (including junior
high school)

53

15.23

Primary school teacher

41

11.78

Other

115

33.05

Total

348

100.00

Other diocesan assignment

TABLE 32
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF PRIESTS' AND RELIGIOUS' RESPONSES BY
TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Number
No Response

Percentage

5

1.44

0 Years

77

22.13

1 or 2 years

19

5.46

3 or 4 years

18

5.17

5 to 9 years

29

8.33

10 to 14 years

36

10.34

15 to 19 years

23

6.61

20 to 29 years

54

15.52

30 or more years

87

25.00

Total

348

1 0 0 .0 0

2 0 0

TABLE 33
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OP PRIESTS’ AND RELIGIOUS’ RESPONSES BY YEARS
OF ORDINATION OR RELIGIOUS PROFESSION

Number

Percentage

No Response

1

.29

0 Years

2

.57

1 to 10 years

50

14.37

11 to 20 years

68

19.54

21 to 35 years

100

28.74

36 or more years

127

36.49

Total

348

1 0 0 .0 0

2 01

TABLE 34
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF PRIESTS' AND RELIGIOUS' RESPONSES BY YEARS
OF FULL-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE

Number

Percentage

What was the number of years of full-time
administrative experience you have had?
No Response

6

1.72

123

35.34

1 to 4 years

50

14.37

5 to 9 years

48

13.79

10 to 19 years

56

16.09

20 or more years

65

18.68

348

100.00

0 Years

Total

TABLE 35
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF PRIESTS' AND RELIGIOUS ' RESPONSES BY YEARS
IN PRESENT ASSIGNMENT

Number

Percentage

How many years were you in your present
assignment?
No Response

1

.29

36

10.34

1 to 4 years

150

43.10

5 to 9 years

80

22.99

10 to 19 years

42

12.07

20 or more years

39

11.21

348

100.00

0 Years

Total

202

TABLE 36
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF PRIESTS' AND RELIGIOUS' RESPONSES BY
TEACHING EXPERIENCE IN A SCHOOL OUTSIDE THE DIOCESE
OF BISMARCK

Number

No Response

Percentage

2

.57

Yes

170

48.85

No

173

49.71

3

.86

348

100.00

Marking Error
Total

203

TABLE 37
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF PRIESTS’ AND RELIGIOUS' RESPONSES BY
TEACHING EXPERIENCE IN A PUBLIC SCHOOL

Number

No Response
Yes
No
Marking Error
Total

Percentage

4

1.15

91

26.15

248

71.26

5

1.43

348

100.00

TABLE 38
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF PRIESTS' AND RELIGIOUS ' RESPONSES BY
PREFERENCE FOR DIFFERENT TYPE OF APOSTOLIC ACTIVITY

Number

Percentage

4

1.15

Yes

45

12.93

Undecided

64

18.39

232

66.67

3

.86

348

100.00

No Response

No
Marking Error
Total

204

TABLE 39
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF PRIESTS' AND RELIGIOUS' RESPONSES BY YEARS
OF ATTENDANCE AT CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Elementary
Number Percentage

Did not attend Catholic
elementary or secondary
school

Secondary
Number Percentage

106

30.46

76

21.84

1 year

22

6.32

7

2.01

2 years

16

4.60

23

6.61

3 years

9

2.59

26

7.47

4 years

18

5.17

192

55.17

5 years

6

1.72

24

6.90

6 years

10

2.87

7 years

11

3.16

8 years

121

34.77

Other

29

8.33

Total

348

100.00

348

100.00
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TABLE 40
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF PRIESTS' AND RELIGIOUS' RESPONSES BY YEARS
OF ATTENDANCE AT A CATHOLIC COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY

Number

Percentage

Did not attend Catholic college or university

38

10.92

1 year

11

3.16

2 years

40

11.49

3 years

31

8.91

4 years

104

29.89

5 years

31

8.91

6 years

23

6.61

7 years

6

1.72

8 years

33

9.48

Other

31

8.91

Total

348

100.0
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